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 TEN COMMANDMENTS

And God spake all these words, saying, I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. (Exodus 20:1-2)

1st Thou shalt have no other gods before me. (Exodus 20:3) 

2nd Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; And showing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments. (Exodus 20:4-6)

3rd Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. (Exodus 20:7)

4th Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. (Exodus 20:8-11)
5th Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the lord thy God giveth thee. (Exodus 20:12) 

6th Thou shalt not kill. (Exodus 20:13)
7th Thou shalt not commit adultery. (Exodus 20:14)
8th Thou shalt not steal. (Exodus 20:15)
9th Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. (Exodus 20:16)
10th Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour's. (Exodus 20:17)
The Ten Commandments


One of the greatest chapters of the entire Bible is Exodus chapter 20 which contains the 10 commandments. There are few other chapters in the Bible that have affected the history of mankind like this chapter. Though everyone, especially God’s children, ought   to be able to quote each of the 10 commandments few can; people have avoided the 10 commandments because people dislike law.  It is one of the signs of our sinfulness today. But the world would be a far better place today if we took to heart the commands of this chapter and endeavored to follow them. Take your Bibles and go with me as we examine this great chapter in the pages to follow. 

THE PURPOSE OF THE TEN COMMANDMENTS


Many look upon the 10 commandments as rules, (thou shalt nots) that restrict their freedoms and are only followed by stuffing, judgmental religious people. But the 10 commandments have to immense purposes.  1) They reveal to us the greatness of God, and 2) they reveal to us the sinfulness of man. 

· One of the Purposes of the Commandments Was to Reveal the 

Greatness of God 20:2 2 I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.

Here in verse two God reminds them that it was He that brought them out of the bondage of Egypt.  His love and concern for his people is observed in the giving of laws to his people that will bring them happiness and fulfillment.  The Study of the commandments will reveal the mind of an awesome almighty God.

   
D.L. Moody tells the following account of an infidel’s testimony :( Weight and Wanting pg.14 D.L. Moody)

      A clever infidel sought an acquaintance with the truths of the Bible, and began to read at the books of Moses. He had been in the habit of sneering at the Bible. In order to be able to refute arguments brought by Christian men, he made up his mind as he knew nothing about it, to read the Bible and get some idea of its contents.

      After he had reached the Ten Commandments, he said to a friend: “I will tell you what I used to think. I supposed that Moses was the leader of a horde of bandits; that having a strong mind, he acquired great influence over a superstitious people; and that on Mount Sinai he played off some sort of fireworks to the amazement of the ignorant followers, who imagined in their fear and superstition that the exhibition was supernatural. I have been looking into the nature of that law. I have been trying to see whether I could add anything to it, or take anything from it so as to make it better. “Sir I cannot” It is perfect! The first commandment directs us to make the Creator the object of our supreme love and reverence. That is right. If He be our Creator, Preserver, And Supreme Benefactor we ought to treat Him, and none other, as such. The second forbids idolatry. That certainly is right. The third forbids profanity. The fourth fixes a time for religious worship. If there be a God, He ought surely to be worshiped. It is suitable that there should be an outward homage significant of our inward regard. If God be worshiped, it is proper that some time should be set apart for that purpose, when all may worship Him harmoniously, and without interruption. One day in seven is certainly not too much and I do not know that is too little. 

      "The fifth commandment defines the peculiar duties arising from family relations. Injuries to our neighbor are then classified by the moral law. They are divided into offense against life, chastity, property, and character; and I notice that the greatest offense in each class is expressly forbidden.
      "Where did Moses get the law? I have read history. The Egyptians and the adjacent nations were idolaters; so were the Greeks and Romans; and the wisest or best Greeks or Romans never gave a code of morals like this. Where did Moses obtain that law, which surpasses the wisdom and philosophy of the most enlightened ages? He lived at a period comparatively barbarous; but he has given a law in which the learning and sagacity of all subsequent time can detect no flaw. Where did he obtain it? He could not have soared so far above his age as to have devised it himself. I am satisfied where he obtained it. It came down from heaven It has convinced me of the truth of the Bible."

        The former infidel remained to his death a firm believer in the truth of Christianity.

    What am I saying?  The commandments are great for in them you see the GREAT HAND OF GOD.

· This is a Great Chapter Not Only Because of What He Learn About God, But also of What We Learn About Our Own Inherent Sinfulness
It is through the law that I can come to understand my need of a saviour. Romans 3:20, 7:7

20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.
7 ¶ what shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet.
  
Many people completely misunderstand the law; we are not justified in keeping the law, 3:20 *WE ARE NOT MADE SINNERS BECAUSE OF THE LAW. 7:7

 
Consider the following EXAMPLE:
 (1.) When I go to the mirror and it reveals to me my disheveled messed up hair. The mirror cannot set it right; it just reveals it is wrong. Neither is the mirror the cause of my hair being the way it is.

 (2.) When framing a house and I put a level upon a stud wall and find it to be crooked. It was not the fault of the level; the level simply revealed what was out of whack.

 (3.) When I take a flash light to lighten my path on a dark night, it will show me the pitfalls along the way, but it neither made them nor can it remove them.

     
The Ten Commandments reveal what is already messed up, it reveals what is already crooked. Sin was in the world before Exodus 20, Got gave us Exodus 20 to reveal our sin.

      
Keeping the 10 commandments will not remove the sin, but it reveals sin.  Nor will doing away with the Ten Commandments do away with sin.

The question may be asked then, why should I know the 10 Commandments if it will only reveal my sin. Who needs that?
Let me ask you why do we need a mirror, why do we need a level, why do we need a light for the dark?
     
I look into the mirror so I might avoid shame and embarrassment. I level a house's stud walls so it might not come falling down. I receive light for my path that I might not injure myself along the way.

Thank God that we have the 10 Commandments to reveal sin, for the end of sin is terrible indeed. God’s curse is upon me Gal.3:10 because of my sin. 1 John 3:4 tells me: Whosoever comitteth sin transgresseth also the law for sin is the transgression of the law. But the Bible further states, “The wages of sin is death”.
In my own power I cannot and will not be able to keep the law.  The law will show me for what I am. But once I acknowledge my sin and turn to Christ he will enable me to overcome my sin. Roms. 6:12-14

12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.
Here God is speaking to those who are born again. Sin no longer has to reign in my life. I am no longer under the law system that shown me to be out of level with God, and shows me the pits I cannot escape. But I am under grace, which takes that which is disheveled and messed up and straightens it out.

      The law shows me where my house is out of level, but grace enables me to right it.

      The law shows me the pitfalls in my life, but grace helps me fill them in.

· WHICH BRINGS ME TO MY NEXT POINT.


The 20th chapter of Exodus not only reveals to me the person of God and that I am a sinner; but it gives to me laws which if followed will make my life more complete.


Many people today want to do away with the Law as any kind of standard to live by. You will here terms like; “We are now under grace and not under the law.” But since when was anyone saved by the law? They will say; “the rule at hand is Gods love and not God’s law.” They say, “With the death of Jesus the law has been done away with. But Jesus said: “Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill.” 

But I Ask You: 

Should I throw away the mirror because I have bought a comb?
Should I throw away the level because I have obtained the ability to make a crooked stud straight?
Should I throw away the flashlight because I have viewed the pit falls in the darkness of the night?
  
 When I go to purchase a car, and they give to me the manufactures handbook, it will tell me about how to maintain the auto to get the best and longest use out of it.


It would be smart if I would change the filters and oil as they recommend. It would be wise to rotate the tires. I should read and heed what is written for if any one knows the needs of the car it is the ones who made it.

God has given us the Ten Commandments to follow, and the ability to follow them by His grace given us at salvation. If we will follow them our lives and others will be     blessed. God gave us these laws to be a blessing to us not a curse.

  
God as a loving heavenly Father did not give us the Law to say do or die; but because he loves us and wants the best for us He gave us the law. The word TORAH (law) is the same word used in Pr.1:8, 6:20
8 My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother:

20My son, keep thy father's commandment, and forsake not the law of thy mother:
 These are the laws a mother gives her son so he might prosper in life.

   IF WE WILL KEEP THE 10 COMMANDMENTS GOD WILL BLESS US OVER AND 

OVER, THEY ARE LAWS THAT THE GREAT MANUFACTURER KNOWS HIS 

CREATION NEEDS TO FUNCTION PROPERLY.

_
NOW LET US NOTE THE 10 COMMANDMENTS AND HOW THEY BREAK DOWN
· Commands 1-4 Relate to Man and God.

 #1. vs. 3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me 

God wants worship for His self and him alone. Nothing is to come before God, not our job, not our family, not our recreation and not ourselves.

 #2. vs.4-6 Thou shalt not make any graven image.

We are not to have idols in our life. Col. 3:5 tells us covetousness is idolatry.
 We ought to be learning that Godliness with contentment is great gain.

 #3. vs. 7 Thou Shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain.
 #4. vs. 8-11 Remember the Sabbath to keep it holy

 
We often think that this is all there is to this command, but it also says. “Six days shalt thou labour, and do all they work. But the 7th day is the Sabbath.

  
I concur with G. Campbell Morgan when he says: No one is really prepared for worship on the seventh day who has not worked on six days. It is equally true that no one can work in the full and glorious sense of the word who knows nothing of what it is to worship.

   
It was Jesus himself that said, “The Sabbath was made for man and not man for the Sabbath”. There is great benefit to men who work 6 days and worship on a 

 7th.

· Commands 5-10 Relate man to man   

 #5. vs12 Honor thy father and mother
  
This is a very pivotal command; it stands between our relationships to God. 1-4 and our relationship to others 6-10; if we do not learn to honor and obey our parents it will directly affect our relationship to God, and to our fellow man.

 #6.vs.13 Thou shalt not kill

   
Murder is a direct attack upon the person of God, for man was made in God’s image. And to murder a man is to deface the very image of God. 

 #7. vs. 14 Thou shalt not committ adultery

 #8. vs.15 Thou shalt not steal

 #9. vs. 16 Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor

#10. vs 17 Thou shalt not covet. 

 NOW NOTE THE EFFECT UPON THOSE WHO HEARD THE COMMANDMENTS FOR THE VERY FIRST TIME. 20:18-20

18 ¶ And all the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and when the people saw it, they removed, and stood afar off.

19  And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die.

20  And Moses said unto the people, Fear not: for God is come to prove you, and that his fear may be before your faces, that ye sin not.
· The People In Seeing the Lightning and Hearing the  Commandments Were Fearful

  
They did not want to face God alone; they wanted someone to mediate between God and themselves
· Moses Said That God Has Done This That You Might Fear.

 
Note he says; “Fear not” but then he says the thing God wants “is fear before your faces.”  What is going on? We need not fear God, for God loves the world, but we had better fear sinning and God’s judgment being against our sin.
· Oh That Today You Might With The Children Of Israel Hear The 

    Commandments and Have Fear Come to Your Life.

 
It is plain that we have broken the law of God. It is plain in his word that sin must be judged. The soul that sinneth it shall die. The wages of sin is death.

   
 Is there no fear of God in your life today? May you not remain in Romans 3 today where it speaks of the lost man saying: 

   10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:

11  There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.

12  They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.

13  Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips:

14  Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness:

15  Their feet are swift to shed blood:

16  Destruction and misery are in their ways:

17  And the way of peace have they not known:

18  There is no fear of God before their eyes.  
19 ¶ Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.

20  Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.
 The law declares you and I to be guilty, our only hope is in Jesus Christ

 21  But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets;

22  Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference:
IF YOU ARE NOT SAVED, MAY THERE BE A FEAR OF GOD BEFORE YOU TODAY AND MAY YOU TURN TO HIM.FOR SALVATION.

The old couplet says:

    Fear Him, ye saints, and you will then, 

    Have nothing else to fear.

 NOW NOTE, HERE THE PEOPLE STAND FEARING GOD 20:18-19, THEY ARE CALLING FOR A MEDIATOR VS. 19 NOW NOTE WHAT GOD SAYS. EX 20:23

· He Instructed Them To Make An Altar Unto Him 

24  An altar of earth thou shalt make unto me, and shalt sacrifice thereon thy burnt offerings, and thy peace offerings, thy sheep, and thine oxen: in all places where I record my name I will come unto thee, and I will bless thee.
The sacrifices and Altars of the O.T. are types that point forward to Jesus the fulfillment of the types.   God can only be approach through the way of the altar.

· Hebrews declares concerning Jesus we have and Altar 13:10. 
· Hebrews goes on to say: Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate. 
· Salvation from sin and access to heaven is only through Jesus Christ.Jn.14:6 I am the way, the truth, the life, no man cometh to the Father but by me.

· Note that no work of man upon the altar could be done. Vs 25 And if thou wilt make me an altar of stone, thou shalt not build it of hewn stone: for if thou lift up thy tool upon it, thou hast polluted it.
·    Salvation is all of God.

    
 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved 
us, by the washing of regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy Ghost. Jesus Christ died 
for your sin, that you might live through him. If you are not saved why not trust him today.

The First Commandment 

Scripture: Exodus 20:3

THOU SHALT HAVE NO OTHER GODS BEFORE ME 


The first commandment is first in the list because it is first in priority. All of life really hinges upon who we make our God. This commandment is basic to all of life. The number one (1) is unique to all of life. It is easy to go from 5 to 4, from 4 to 3 and 3 to 2, but it is a giant step to go from 2 to 1.  Let me illustrate it does not matter much if a man has 100 wives or another has two wives, they are both bigamist. But to have one wife makes one distinctly different from all others. God is to be the only God in our lives. Not two, not 100 others, but one and only one. 


In considering this first commandment 

 WE MUST FIRST UNDERSTAND FOUR THINGS.

1. I Am 





For centuries the God of creation was worshipped without a name, but at the burning bush God revealed himself to Moses as I AM . This name tells us something of his character.  He rises above time and space. He is the God that was, is, and will be. 

It not only testifies to his eternalness but to his self sufficiency







When He says “I am” you can nearly fill in the blank for he is all that is good and positive in life.  When I speak of life; it’s meaning its purpose the answers is I AM. When we wonder where to look for joy, purpose, happiness, counsel, help, the answer is in I Am. 





God himself said I am the way the truth and the life.







 
   I am the door








   I am the resurrections and the life. 








   I am the good shepherd








   I am the bread of life. 







 
   I am the vine.





 What ever you are insufficient in today, let me assure you that the great I AM is sufficient to meet your need. 

2. Secondly note he said  I am The LORD






Note that it is in all Capitals, this tells us it is the name Jehovah. The basic meaning is “He who is” or “He who is present”. It speaks of his self-existence.




Ps.90:2  Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God. 





It is a name which reveals that God can not be improved; there is nothing that he cannot know, nor do that is in line with his righteous character. 

3.  But thirdly note he said “I am the Lord THY GOD.






In this first commandment God reveals that he is not a God who merely set creation in motion than step back.  He is not a God who does not care for his created beings.  But he is God who wants to be our God. 






As God he is knowable, he is approachable, he is personable, he says cast your care on me for I care for you. 


 15  For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.Isa.57.15

4. Then the Command “Thou shalt have no other God before me.





In Egypt God had destroyed ever false God of the land.  God wants you and me to take that long step from many options to the one and only option.  God wants to be the one and only deity in our lives. Often men fail to experience God in their lives because they will not take the step to make God their all in all. 





Often men are heard to say, “I tried religion once but it failed me.  That is like saying I once tried to play Aimee’s violin but it only squeaked and squawked for me. There is no music in that violin at all. 

There can be no music until you meet the conditions, I would need to put aside myself, study and learn in order to play. So it is with the person of God, we must meet the conditions in order to know him, repenting of our sins, putting our faith in the gospel, yielding our lives on a day to day basis to him. 





That is:  Having no other gods before him. 




Jim Smith went to church on Sunday morning. He heard the organist miss a note during the prelude, and he winced. He saw a teenager talking when everybody was supposed to be bowed in silent prayer. He felt like the usher was watching to see what he put in the offering plate and it made him boil. He caught the preacher making a slip of the tongue five times in the sermon by actual count. As he slipped out through the side door during the closing hymn, he muttered to himself, "Never again, what a bunch of clods and hypocrites!" 



Ron Jones went to church one Sunday morning. He heard the organist play an arrangement of "A Mighty Fortress" and he thrilled at the majesty of it. He heard a young girl take a moment in the service to speak her simple moving message of the difference her faith makes in her life. He was glad to see that this church was sharing in a special offering for the hungry children of Nigeria. He especially appreciated the sermon that Sunday--it answered a question that had bothered him for a long time. He thought as he walked out the doors of the church, "How can a man come here and not feel the presence of God?" 



Both men went to the same church, on the same Sunday morning. Each found what he was looking for. What do we look for on Sunday morning? 



You see one came to experience God; the other came to experience church.  It all rested upon this first commandment.


Thou shall have no other gods before me. 

HOW TO WE GO ABOUT HAVING NO OTHER GODS BUT HIM

1. We must acknowledge Him for being God. 



Acknowledge him as the creator and the bringer of the rain Jer.14:22 22  Are there any among the vanities of the Gentiles that can cause rain? or can the heavens give showers? art not thou he, O LORD our God? therefore we will wait upon thee: for thou hast made all these things.






The Gentile gods are vanity, like a warm breath on a cold day; they are but a vapor. 






Acknowledge from your heart that God is God. 1Kings 18:38-39




38  Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench.  39  And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is the God; the LORD, he is the God.





Acknowledge him as King Hezekiah. in 2Kings 19:15

15  And Hezekiah prayed before the LORD, and said, O LORD God of Israel, which dwellest between the cherubims, thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth; thou hast made heaven and earth.

2. To Have God Be Our God Is To Choose Him 






This is the challenge Joshua laid down to the children of Israel when he said. 
15 ¶ And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my 
house, we will serve the LORD.
3. For God To Be Our God We Need To Enter Into A Solemn Covenant With Him. 







Jesus and God the Father have made the great Covenant securing salvation for man.  But each individually must enter into that covenant, through repentance and faith. 






It is to commit our lives to him; it is to trust him for our salvation which entirely depends upon the work of Jesus Christ. 



After salvation we ought to desire to link our daily lives with God. Note a very interesting verse in Isa. 44:5-6 5  One shall say, I am the LORD'S; and another shall call himself by the name of Jacob; and another shall subscribe with his hand unto the LORD, and surname himself by the name of Israel.6  Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God.





Subscribing with his name is like signing up to enter the army; putting your signature to it; it is 


 a commitment, a deliberate act saying God is my God. 

4. There are numerous other ways that we make God our God. 




To Many To Give Verse For All Of Them.



1. For God to be our God we ought to give him worship



2. For God to be our God we ought to respectfully fear him



3. For God to be our God we ought to trust him,  love him, and obey him. 

BUT I THINK WE NEED ALSO TO NOTE HOW WE BREAK THIS COMMANDMENT.



Too Often We Think Of This Commandment Only In The Light Of Bowing Down To A Buddha.  But there is much more to breaking this commandment then idol 
worship. 

1. To Trust in Anything More Than God Is To Make It A God. 




If we trust in our riches more than in God we make or riches a god. Matthew in the parable of the sower tells us that the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches keeping people from making God their god.  The King of Tyre made riches his God. Ez. 28:5-8
 When we trust in the arm of our flesh we make it a god. 




Jeremiah says:  ¶ Thus saith the LORD; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the LORD.6  For he shall be like the heath in the desert, and shall not see when good cometh; but shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, in a salt land and not inhabited.



7  Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose hope the LORD is.

 When we trust in our own wisdom we make it a god




Many a man glories in how wise he is, how smart in making the moves he has made, giving no credit to God, but only to self. 

 When we trust in our own refined, well behaved nature we make it a God. 




Many trust in their good works, their honest life style, their being civil to those around them. Like the Pharisee who said. 


 God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or   even as this publican.12  I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.13  And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.




In so doing he broke the first commandment. 

2. Not Only Do We Break This Commandment When We Trust Any Thing or Anyone More Then God. But We Break it When We Love Someone or Something More Than God. 

If we love pleasure more than God we make it a god.





Timothy speaks of this when he speaks of the mentality of men in the end time saying they are:   Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; God and his house are often given up for pleasure

If we love our bellies more than God we make it a god. 




Phil.3:18-19




18  (For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ:19  Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things.)





Loving our bellies is when it really comes down to doing something for God, it we find it is our flesh that really is in control, we allow the old belly and it’s desire to dominate us. The old man dominates, we mind earthly things and not heavenly. It has become our god. 





We must make God the only God in our life, to offer up to Him the love and commitment we all too often show to the things of this world instead of Him.  God will not be second fiddle in our hearts and lives.
God will not accept anything less than top priority!




If you were to judge your actions, where do you think God is in your heart?  Would others look at our lives and accuse us of an absolute commitment to Christ or would they hardly even know that we are believers? Our top priority can be determined by our top commitment! Where does God show up in your life?
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Honour thy father and thy mother.

Sixth Commandment

Thou shalt not kill.

Seventh Commandment

Thou shalt not commit adultery.

Eighth Commandment

Thou shalt not steal.

Ninth Commandment

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy
neighbour

Tenth Commandment

Thou shalt not covet.

The Church of Rome (RSV*)
(Catechism, §2052-2557)
First Commandment
You shall not have other gods besides me.
Second Commandment

You shall not take the name of the Lord, your
God, in vain.

Third Commandment

Remember to keep holy the sabbath day.

Fourth Commandment

Honour your father and your mother.
Fifth Commandment

You shall not kill.

Sixth Commandment

You shall not commit adultery.
Seventh Commandment

You shall not steal.

Eighth Commandment

You shall not bear false witness against your
neighbour.

Ninth Commandment

You shall not covet your neighbour's house;
you shall not covet your neighbour's wife...

Tenth Commandment

You shall not covet anything that is your

noichhanir'e




The Second Commandment 

Scripture: Exodus 20:4-5

THOU SHALT NOT MAKE UNTO THEE ANY GRAVEN IMAGE

Exodus 20:4  Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: 5  Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me;6  And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments
Introduction:


Before we take up a discussion on the second commandment of the 10 Commandments, I want you to notice in the previous page concerning the corruption of the 10 Commandments by the Roman Catholic Church.  What is obviously the 2nd commandment has been totally left out and the tenth commandment has been made into two commandments which are not needed at all.  It is enough to sum up the 10th commandment by simply saying Thou shalt not covet.  


Of course we know that Roman Catholicism is full of idol worship.  





As you look at the first two commandments you will see that while the first dealt with who we should worship the second deals with the right way to worship.




Here is a call from God not only not to worship any other god, but not to worship the true God in the wrong way. This is a warning against idolatry. It is a warning repeated many times in the Scriptures. The word "idol" or "idolatry" appear over 220 times in the Bible, and unfortunately it has not been banished from the vocabulary in modern times either.





In The First Commandment we discover that there is only one true God and are warned against false gods. In The Second Commandment we are warned against worshipping the true God in a false way. The First Commandment regards whom to worship, the second how to worship
 WHAT THIS VERSE IS NOT IN REFERENCE TOO.

 When the Bible says: Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth:  It is not forbidding painting and sculpture.





In my office I have a clock given to me by one of our members in which a Caribou is beautifully craved.  In my office is a sculpture of a moose carved out of a moose antler from the country of Russia, and given to me by my son Caleb from his trip to Russia.  Having those objects is not a violation of the second commandment, but to bow and worship them would definitely be. 

THIS COMMANDMENT ADDRESSES WORSHIP WHICH IS INSTINCTIVE WITHIN MAN. 

1. Man has within himself an instinctive desire to be associated with 


the supernatural. 





God has given every man knowledge of himself.  Ecc 3:11 says  1 ¶ He hath made every thing beautiful in his time: also he hath also he hath set the world in their heart, so that no man can find out the work that God maketh from the beginning to the end. 



—The word “world” has the meaning of eternity,


 05769 `olam {o-lawm'} or `olam {o-lawm'}from 05956; TWOT - 1631a; n 


 AV - ever 272, everlasting 63, old 22, perpetual 22, evermore 15



Many men have alluded to this consciousness of God. 

          The French philosopher, Pascal, said that inside the heart of every man there is a "God-shaped vacuum."

           And Augustine said, "Lord, you have made us for yourself. Our hearts are restless until they find rest in you." 

            God put that longing, that sense of eternity (the "God-shaped vacuum") inside the human heart to cause men to look to him.


A disease left Helen Keller as a very young girl without sight, hearing, and speech. Through Anne Sullivan’s tireless and selfless efforts, Helen finally learned to communicate through touch and even learned to talk. When Miss Sullivan first 
tried to 
tell Helen about God, the girl’s response was that she already knew about Him— She just didn’t know his name (Helen 
Keller The Story of My Life pp.368-74)

2.  Every Culture Has Some Kind Of Worship. 





The Roman Plutarch wrote:





If you go through the world, you may find cities without walls, without letters, without rulers, without houses, without money, without theaters and games; but there was never yet seen nor shall be seen by man a single city without temples and gods, or without prayers, oaths, prophecies, and sacrifices used to obtain blessings and benefits, or to averts curses and calamities.





Idol worship springs from mankind not wanting the one and only true God to rule and reign in their lives. Note Romans 1:20-24




The primary reason man invents his own gods is because he does not like to be held accountable. The One True God, the Creator, can and does hold us accountable. No god we create does that.

AN UNDERSTANDING OF WORHIP HELPS US UNDERSTAND THIS COMMANDMENT. 

1. It Is Often Thought By Those In America That We Do Not Break This Commandment, Because We Are Not Bowing Before Some Idol. But This Is Not Always The Case; Far Too Often We Do Not Worship Correctly.  






 Dwight Moody correctly stated that “worship involves two things: the internal belief, and the external act.  If the internal belief is wrong this command is violated.  The correctness and richness of our worship of God rest upon our concept of God.  The worship of idols is man bringing God down to His Own Image. Rom.1.23  And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image
made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.





God is not a person who can be pictured, drawn, painted or sculptured. He says, "I am above all that, you cannot picture me, I am not like any creature in the world." 

2. The moment you make an image you place God within boundaries. 





He is infinite and by this you belittle God. Our God can hear, our God can help and our God can feel. How dare we make images of God? 





Isaiah mocks the idea of idols. Isa.40:18-31





18 note the question asked¶ To whom then will ye liken God? or what likeness will ye compare unto him?
22. How can you make a figure of such a one? 22  It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in:




23-24 The God before whom the princes of the world wither like a plant.

That bringeth the princes to nothing; he maketh the judges of the earth as vanity.24  Yea, they shall not be planted; yea, they shall not be sown: yea, their stock shall not take root in the earth: and he shall also blow upon them, and they shall wither, and the whirlwind shall take them away as stubble.

25 again the question with the assumed answer there is nothing like him. 25  To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal? saith the Holy One. 

If there is nothing like him it is an insult to make an image of him, or worship the image of another god. 



 Note Isa. 44:9-20 

· God is infinite, so he cannot be represented by anything finite.

· God is spiritual, so he cannot be represented by anything physical.

· God is unlimited, so he cannot be represented by that which is limited

· God is everywhere, so he cannot be represented by something local. 

· God is eternal, so he cannot be represented by something temporal.

1 Kings 8:27 But will God indeed dwell on the earth? behold, the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain thee; how much less this house that I have builded? 


How can something dead represent the living God? 

Deut. 4:15 15  Take ye therefore good heed unto yourselves; for ye saw no manner of similitude on the day that the LORD spake unto you in Horeb out of the midst of the fire:






How can we depict that which no one has ever seen? The all powerful, all knowing, ever present, gracious, just, holy, infinite, invisible, immortal only wise God, cannot be represented by anything that we can make ourselves. It is degrading and 
insulting to our God and is forbidden in scripture. 






It was said by Cromwell, "When a man got a false idea of God through images and systems of worship he was apt to become as false as his imaginary god." 






WE MUST WATCH HOW WE THINK ABOUT GOD; HE IS NOT A GOD THAT CAN BE CONFINED TO A MENTAL BOX.






We often think of God as we would an image, as someone who is stationary. Yes we want to come to church to meet him, but when we leave church we leave God there.





 We often portray to others that we worship a god who is not all knowing. Because there are things we refuse to do when certain people are watching but do when they are not. But the real God sees it all. 







 We often worship a god who is easy going with no standards, doing that which is right in our own minds. 
We want a god who is not completely holy so as not to make sin look very serious. 

We want a god who is blind, deaf and suffers from memory failure.

We are building an image in our minds of the god we want, or we live as if that is the god we worship. 

3. True Worship Must be In Spirit and In Truth 

Joh 4:23  But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. Joh 4:24  God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.






We can be found in violation of this command in our attitude concerning the person of God.  He is not the old man upstairs. He is above all that He has created. 





We can be found in violation of this command but putting other things before God. 




Some people worship their family. 





Their children or their parents consume so much of their lives that there is no room for God. Family has become their God. Now understand this, family is a good thing. It was after all, God’s idea. But family was never meant to become a god. We were never meant to worship at the altar of family.




Some people worship work. 





Their careers consume so much of their time, talent and energy that there is nothing left for God. The company they work for has become their god. Now understand this, work is a good thing. It was after all, God’s idea. But work was never meant to become a god. We were never meant to worship at the altar of our jobs.



  Some people worship themselves. 





They are so self-indulgent that they cheat God by keeping their lives free from God. They are too busy sleeping in on Sunday morning to come to church and worship. They become their own god. Now understand this, we are a good thing. We are, after all, God’s idea. But we were never meant to become our own gods. We were never meant to worship at the altar of ME.

NOW NOTE THE REASON FOR THIS COMMANDMENT

  Deuteronomy 5: 8-10


8  Thou shalt not make thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the waters beneath the earth:9  Thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me,10  And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me and keep my commandments.
1. We Have Already Spoken to You About The Reasoning Of This Commandment, in God Being Above All His Creation and Should Not Be Likened To Any Of it. 

2. But Secondly You See That We Ought Not Worship Idols Because 


God Is A Jealous God. 

The jealousy spoken of does not involve being suspicious or wrongfully envious or mistrusting. Jealous, when used referring to God, refers to that quality of His character that demands exclusive devotion, because everything else is merely a substitute or second best. God is telling us that the greatest insult against His love for us is to slight His love and settle for a lesser love.





Like any man who loves his wife, he will have a healthy jealousy for her, he wouldn’t want to be cheated or betrayed. God likewise has a jealousy for us, he is not jealous of us but for us. 




It is as though God is saying. “You belong to me, you’re special to 
me and I am going to fight to maintain that relationship. “I am the only God there is and you belong to me," God is jealous of that relationship. He wants all of our lives, every day of our lives. 




Jealousy is love in action. I am the only God there is and you belong to me," God is jealous of that relationship. He wants all of our lives, every day of our lives.  The word jealous has heat in it; there is a real zeal from God to maintain the relationship between him and his people. A zeal for what is right, an utter total consuming commitment to hold on to what is right.





Exodus 34:14 For thou shalt worship no other god: for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God: 

3. Thirdly We Ought Not Worship Idols For It Will Effect Generations to Come. visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me,






Idolatry is very contagious; its perversions escalate from one generation to the next. .This is what happened in the Ancient Near East, where the goddess Sherah was worshipped. Altars erected on the high places were surrounded by naked female images carved on poles. The thinking of that generation was that the gods needed to be incited by lust. 






The next generation had as their sex goddess Astarte, the goddess of war. She is depicted naked, riding into battle on horseback, blood flowing up to her knees, with decapitated heads of men tied around her waist. Following the battle, she goes into her powder room and, according to the text, cleanses her hands. Remarkably, she "feels nothing." 




The first generation arouses life through lust, but the second generation creates life 
through violence, and creates a society whose hearts are so hardened they are incapable of feeling emotions.




This has application for us today. In the '50's, society opened the door to pornography, and the world was motivated through lust. People responded by saying it was harmless. Then in the 60’s and70’s my generation took out into the streets what the world was doing privately.




 But in today's movies, perverted or illicit sex is not enough. Now it always leads to pillage, rape, death, and souls that have no feelings.

"The fathers eat the sour grapes, But the children's teeth are set on edge" (lit. become dull) (Ezek 18:2).




The end of the road for idolatry is rejection by God. Rom. 1. vs. 23 God gave them up. vs. 26 God gave them up. vs. 28 God gave them over. 
4.  Fourth We Ought Not Worship Idols Because In the Second 



Command God Is Eliminating Idol Worship In Order To Make the 


Way For Divine Revelation.








 Man was forbidden to make any image of God, because God wanted to present to the world the image of himself through Jesus Christ God the son. . The ban on idolatry was to make God’s revelation of Himself clearer. 






In the N.T. the term ‘image of God’ is only applied to Jesus Christ - not to anyone else, but only to him who is the express 
‘image of the invisible God’ Colossians 1:15






14  In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:15 
Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:



Heb, 1:3 3  Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;

The Third Commandment 

Scripture: Exodus 20:7

THOU SHALT NOT TAKE THE NAME OF THE LORD THY GOD IN VAIN
7  Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.
Introduction: 


In ages past much more than today the name of a person was very important. In the bible times names were given by the parents for a specific reason For example, when Leah gave birth to Reuben, her first son, she said, "Because the LORD has looked on my affliction; surely now my husband will love me." (Gen. 29:32) The name, Reuben, means, "See, a son." The famous leader of Israel, Joshua, his name means, "The LORD saves;" and it is the Jewish equivalent of the name, Jesus.


Names reveal a lot about people in scripture. We can learn about a person’s character from their name. Take Nabal as an example, Nabal means fool and he was a fool. 


A name is associated with reputation, what sort of a name do we have in the community?


A name is associated with a person’s personality. 


A name reminds us of someone’s authority. 



Even in our culture where names are given more because we like how they sound instead of the meaning of the name, a persons name is very important. Many people have went to court to preserve their good name. A persons name identifies who he is. 



At the end of the Civil War Robert E. Lee the commanding general of the Confederate army, was left in defeat. He was left penniless; however even in defeat and surrender Lee was a respected man by both those of the North and South. 



After the war a financial institution who was forming a company to sell insurance came to Lee requesting that they might use his name.  A delegation of executive came to Lee and offered him the position of honorary president, and a respectable salary for which he would have to do nothing but let them name the company after him. When they finish outlining all the details Robert E. Lee said, “Gentlemen I have nothing left but my name, and that is not for sale.” Man’s reputation and his character are wrapped up in his name. 

EVEN MORE SO WITH GOD. 



In the Bible, God’s names are revelatory of His character. God is revealed to us in Scripture by His names. They show us His nature. He is El Shaddai, the Strong One. He is El-Elyon, God Most High. He is El-Olam, the Everlasting God. He is Jehovah Jirah, the God Who Provides. He is Jehovah Rophe, the God Who Heals. He is Jehovah M’Kaddesh, the God Who Sanctifies. He is Jehovah Shalom, the God of Peace. He is Jehovah Sabaoth, the Lord of Hosts. He is Jehovah Tsidkenu, the Lord Our Righteousness. He is Jehovah Shammah, the God Who is There. He is Jehovah Nissi, the Lord Our Banner. And He is Jehovah Roi, the Lord Our Shepherd.


Names do mean something significant. They tell us who we are. And for someone to ridicule our name would be the same as ridiculing our character. To trivialize our name is to ridicule our person. 

GREAT IMPORTANCE IS PLACE UPON GOD’S NAME IN THE BIBLE

1. Bible Verses Concerning His Name 



Proverbs 18:10 The name of the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it
and is safe. 



Psalm 34:3 O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together. 



Psalm 72:17 His name shall endure for ever: his name shall be continued as long as the sun: and men shall be blessed in him: all nations shall call him blessed. 



Deut. 28:58 If thou wilt not observe to do all the words of this law that are written in this 
book, that thou mayest fear this glorious and fearful name, THE LORD THY GOD; 



Isa 57:15  For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is
Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.



Mt 6:9 ¶ After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed 
be thy name.

2.  God’s Name Was Holy To The Hebrews




But for the Hebrews the name of God WAS TOO SACRED TO PRONOUNCE! The name of the LORD was too holy for a mortal to pronounce, FOR FEAR OF PROFANING IT AND TAKNG IT IN VAIN.




Whenever someone read the Old Testament and came across the name of the God he would substitute the word, "Lord," instead. The 
Hebrew word for Lord is ADONI. It can be translated as Lord, as in 

"your lordship" or to be in more familiar terms we could translate Adoni into "SIR." So whenever the name of God, the four letters YHWH appeared in the text the reader would read "Adoni," which means "LORD." 
   Now in light of that let us notice this 3rd command of the 10 commandments.

 Vs.7 Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.
1. “In Vain” = To take it lightly, without thinking,

i. = To profane it, ie debasing and defiling that which is holy. 

2. “Will Not Hold Him Guiltless” 



The breaking of this commandment is serious. It could be translated, "the Lord will not hold him clean," It is dirty in the sight of God to take his beautiful name in vain.  When God says he will not hold them guiltless it implies that those who use the name of the Lord in vain hold themselves guiltless. 


They think nothing of saying “Jesus Christ” in anger and flustration.


They see no wrong in calling upon God to damn this or damn that
 

They abuse God’s name and go on with life as though nothing has happened but God will not hold them guiltless. 





The more then think light of God’s name the more God will think of it. 

3. Notice It Is A Law That Is Universal In Its Application



The “him” applies to everyone. Though it is a common sin committed by multitudes a multitude of times every day; it will be remembered by God. Whether in the great house or the small house; whether spoken by President Nixon a terrible swearer or by the drunk on Fairbanks 2nd Avenue, the law applies to all. 

4. Notice It Does Not Say, God Will Try Those Who Use His Name In 
Vain. But The Very Moment The Deed Is Done, The Doer Is GUILTY.

HOW MIGHT THE LAW BE BROKEN?

1.  It Is Broken In The Profanity of Swearing. 



The word profane is a contraction of two words pro “out of” and fanus meaning “temple”  “out of the temple” In profanity we take the name of the Lord out of the Temple, the place of worship, and drag it in the gutters of the secular world. 



The saying of “Jesus Christ”, “Good Lord”, “God Damn It “is SIN



 We also need to think about the euphemisms, used that are also sinful. 




1. Gosh: Dang it

2. Good: (. good gracious! good-grief! good-night!) Good is a euphemism for God. " 
 "goodness me," 




3. Golly: "it is an interjection, an exclamation of surprise, etc.: a euphemism of God." 




4. “gol darn”




5. Gee:  "it is an interjection (a euphemistic contraction of Jesus),  “Golly Gee”




6. Jiminy Crickets: a euphemism for Jesus Christ. 




7. Egad: "(igad,' egad') 

2.  But Not Only Is It Broken In Profane Speech But It is Broken When 


God’s Name Is Used Lightly. 

God’s name is wonderful and glorious because he is wonderful and glorious. It must not be used lightly.  
· God’s name is used in vain when sports figures give credit to God for  hitting the home run, or making the winning basket. But never honor him by accepting him as saviour or worshipping him on Sunday.  They will call Christ their sweet Saviour, while they know not who he is, nor are acquainted with his salvation. 

· God’s name is used in vain when thanks is offered with no heart. When a call is received from a relative who has survived a tornado and the one receiving the call says, “Thank God you are alright”. But the words are not thanks to God, they are only a figure of speech.

· God’s name is used in vain when we invoke it to try to emphasize a 
point we are trying to make, as in “For God’s sake don’t go out and buy that piece of junk.”

· God’s name is used in vain when the Pentecostal person invokes it 
to try to get God to do his bidding. “In the name of Jesus I bind thee Satan”. When even the archangel would not rebuke Satan but left him to Christ.


This is what Sceva did in the book of Acts ch19



13 ¶ Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists, took upon them to call over them which had evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, We adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth.14  And there were seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, and  chief of the priests, which did so.15  And the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are ye?16  And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, and overcame them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded.
· God’s name is used in vain when a person lightly puts a curse upon himself in trying to make his point. As in “May God strike me dead if that is not the gospel truth. “ 
· God’s Name is used in vain when it is taken lightly in worship... When we sing or recite the Lord’s Prayer, and our hearts are not in it then the Lord’s name has been used lightly.   Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy nameThy Kingdom come, thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven.. “To say those words but not hold God’s name as hallowed. To say those words but not really desire God’s will in your life as his will is done in heaven, is to use his name in VAIN,
You will not be held guiltless. 





 Do we REALLY MEAN WHAT WE SAY IN WORSHIP? Or are we just saying it by rote? If it is by rote, then we are guilty of taking the name of the Lord in 
vain. 





Our Lord demands us to give up our hypocrisy. Do not fool around with the worship of God, for God demands honesty and humbleness
from us. God demands sincerity! God does not care for empty, pious words sprinkled liberally with God's name. 



--That is hypocrisy and it would be breaking the 3rd commandment.





We must be careful that the Lord’s name is not used in vain during our worship in God’s house.  Our prayers must go be sincere and from the heart, not formal and hypocritical.  Our singing must be with understanding and with the heart.  To sing “Oh how I love Jesus, but love the world more than him is to use his name in vain

3. God’s Name Is Used In Vain When Our Walk as His Children Is Not Proper. 





Those of us who have committed our lives to follow Christ are called by His name. We are called "Christians." We are identified with the name of Jesus Christ. How we live our lives determines whether we take His name in vain. The Bible teaches that we can dishonor His name. His name can be profaned or defiled by our disobedience and unfaithfulness.


Ro 2:24  For the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through you, as it is written.



 1Ti 6:1¶  Let as many servants as are under the yoke count their own masters worthy of all honour, that the name of God and his doctrine be not blasphemed.






Our lifestyle reflects upon our Lord. It is not enough to simply say "Don’t look at me, look at Jesus." The reality of the situation is that people do look at you. In fact they can’t look at Jesus. They have no idea where to look, unless they 
can look at you.






Let me illustrate this point by an account from history. 


. Alexander the Great was a brilliant strategist and a mighty conqueror. He was not only a leader of men, but he was fearless in battle. Often times, he would charge forth leading his men, riding his mighty horse, Busephalis. He would hurl himself headlong into the fray and be standing when everyone else had fallen. He was a courageous man. There was not a cowardly bone in his body. He conquered the known world of his day. And it is said of him that he wept when there were no more lands to conquer. 

The story is told of him sitting in judgment on the battlefield. There he was judge and jury. His word was law. When he had spoken, it would be done. There on the battlefield, he would take his seat, flanked on either side by his most trusted officers; before him would be brought all of those with charges against them. Many times his judgment could be extremely harsh, especially in those situations of desertion. 

Before him one day was brought a young lad. He was a fair-haired youth and very young. Alexander asked what the boy’s name was. The officer presenting him said, "Alexander, sir." At once, the great general’s countenance softened. It was as if he was flattered that the boy had his name. His men breathed a sigh of relief. Perhaps there would be some leniency for this young man, whatever his crime. Alexander inquired as to the nature of the charge against the young lad. His officer replied, "Cowardice, sir. He fled in the heat of battle." The once soft countenance of the great general was suddenly transformed into an intense, tight-jawed grimace. Looking the boy squarely in the eye, he said to him deliberately, "Son, what did you say was your name?" The lad replied, "Why, Alexander, sir." Speaking again to the boy, this time in a louder tone he said, "Young man, what did you say was your name?" The young man answered in a stutter, "Why, uh-uh Alexander, sir." To that answer, the emperor bolted off his throne and grabbed the terrified young soldier and said to him, "Young man, change your behavior or change your name!"




We use the Lord’s name in vain by claiming to be his child, by claiming to be a Christian and living like the world. There ought to be a change in behavior when we are saved. 

THE VIOLATION OF THIS COMMAND IS A SIN THAT NEEDS TO BE REPENTED OF. 

1. The Habitual Use of the Lord’s Name In Vain Is a Sign of the Need of Salvation.





In my ministry and in my life, I have noticed that one of the things that bothers the new born again child of God is the use of God name in vain by others, and by themselves. On numerous occasions I have had the new Christian relate to me how much it bothers them to here God’s name used in vain at 
the work place. 




 I have listen to the newly born again one, speak with remorse and tears in the eyes, how they had slipped up and used the Lord’s name in vain.  Where once they cussed like a sailor, they now are grieved over 
the words they spoke. The habitual use of the Lord’s name in vain is a sign you need to get saved. 




There has been many a man who has tried to stop swearing, but when you get saved it stops itself. 





1Jo 4:19  We love him, because he first loved us.



1Pe 1:8  Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, 
yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:

2. Christian God Name Should Not Be Used In Vain



   Maybe your speech has been affected by those you work around you may need to confess your sin and asks God to put a watch upon your mouth. 


   Maybe you need to rethink some of the slang words you use that are really profanity when you get right down to it. 




  Do we really mean what we say in our prayers and in our songs of praise?  God does not want his name thrown around in a frivolous, haphazard way. We are to worship Him in Spirit and truth.



  What about your walk child of God, do you realize that wherever you go and what ever you do you are taking the name of Jesus with you?

As Jesus deals with each of us personally, is he saying like Alexander the Great? “Change your behavior or change your name!” You cannot ever cease being the child of God, but you can be a reproach to the name of Jesus. May God help you to honor his wonderful name.
The Fourth Commandment 

Scripture: Exodus 20:8-11

REMEMBER THE SABBATH DAY, TO KEEP IT HOLY
Ex.20:8  Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.

9  Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work:

10 But the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates:

11  For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it.


Today we come to the fourth commandment of the 10 commandments; it is probably one of the more interesting commandments to study because of the differing opinions as to its application in our day. I will give you what I believe today about this commandment and asks that you give me the liberty to change my mind if after further study I think it is needful.

 FIRST LET ME SPEAK TO YOU ABOUT HOW THIS COMMANDMENT HAS BEEN DISTORTED.

1. Probably The Most Prominent Distortion of This Commandment Is That by The Religious Cult “The Seventh Day Adventist”. 






The Adventist teach that worship on Saturday is required, linking it to ones salvation.  For many years they taught that the Mark of the beast was Sunday worship. 

2. Others Have Gone To Extremes As to What Is And What Is Not Work 





Among Jews after the return from exile, the prohibition from work was interpreted with an awful literalness: you were not allowed to light a fire, move a lamp, cook a dinner, tie a knot, or use your false teeth. In Jesus’ day, there were 1,521 things which you couldn’t do on the Sabbath.  If you accidentally scuffed your foot in the dust, that was a kind of plowing and plowing of course was prohibited work. 





Jewish armies would let themselves be slaughtered on the Sabbath rather than do the ‘work’ of self defense; until the resolute Maccabees taught them better, 






 In the Puritan days of the 13 colonies a sea captain returned to his home in Massachusetts after an absence of two years. Hs wife met him at the gate, and he kissed her. Yet it was not lawful to kiss one's wife on the Sabbath and the 'wicked’ captain was put into stocks for his lack of reverence of the holy day.






An interesting story concerning the keeping of the Sabbath in American occurred in Evanston Ill. 



 Around 1875, the leaders of the town of Evanston, Illinois passed a law forbidding the sale of ice cream sodas on 



Sunday. Some enterprising person devised a plan for selling ice cream covered with syrup instead of mixing it with 



soda water. This new dish became so popular that people began asking for a "Sunday." when people objected to the 



dessert being named after the Lord’s day, they changed the spelling to "sundae" and that’s what it’s been called ever 



since. So, next time you eat one, remember that the delicious dessert you are eating resulted from some people who 



wanted to respect God’s day and others who were looking for a loophole.

NOW LET US CLOSELY NOTE WHAT THE COMMAND SAYS.

1. First it says six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work.






"Six days shalt thou labour," we sometimes have the idea that work came as a result of sin. But that is not the case God has ordained that we should work.

Genesis 2:15   And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. 
2 Thes. 3:10 For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat. 


Proverbs 13:4 The soul of the sluggard desireth, and hath nothing: but the soul of the diligent shall be made 


fat. 






Work paves the way for worship and worship fits us for work. If we concentrate on the physical the spiritual will be neglected. We need the correct balance. German philosopher Nietzsche said Sleeping is no insignificant art you have to stay awake all 
day to do it.’  By analogy the fourth commandment could be paraphrased: ‘Resting on Sunday is no insignificant art; you have to work all week to do it!’ 






There’s nothing here to encourage personal laziness, and certainly no mention of a 40 hour week! 

2.  But the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou ,nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates:vs.10






God here commands that one day out of 7 men rest from his labors. The commandment requires that we cease from all avoidable work and make the Sabbath a special day. The rest day is to be hallowed or kept holy. ‘Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy’ (Exodus 20:8). 






The basic meaning of the word ‘holy’ in Hebrew is to be “set apart” “to be separate, to be distinctive’ or ‘different’. The temple is holy because it is different from other buildings. 




--
  The Bible is holy because it is “set apart “ 




-- The Sabbath is to be holy because it is one day in the week which is different from all the 

other days. 
      
For the Jews It was the 7th day of the week Saturday But it needs to be kept in mind that the word Sabbath means  to cease, desists, rest. It needs to also be remembered that there were many Sabbaths. 





--For instance there was an agricultural Sabbath which occurred every seventh year. 





--Some of their Sabbaths were not even on a Saturday. 





--Some were on the first or fifteenth day of the month, no matter what day that happened to 




be. 

THE PURPOSE OF THE SABBATH WAS TO BENEFIT MAN

Mark 2:27 and he said unto them, the Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath: .28 Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the Sabbath. 

1. God Made The Sabbath For Man That He Might Rest 






God knew we needed rest. When we do not take sufficient rest from our jobs, and our everyday worries, we become emotionally, spiritually and physically burnt out.  We need to take time off from our vocation. When we don't take time out we pay for it spiritually, or 
emotionally, or physically, or any combination of the three. 






It is a fact people who do take sufficient time away from their work end up doing better work! The LORD blesses people who honor God by not worshiping their work!  The following example helps to illustrate our need of rest. 




A limo driver was asked how many miles he was expected to get out of his limo. He said that he had driven his 



previous vehicle over 400,000 without a single major engine repair, and that he fully expected to do the same with his 



current one. When he was asked how he could possibly put that many miles on a car, he replied with a single word: 



"Maintenance." Now that should not come as a surprise to any of us. The importance of proper maintenance to the 



life of any vehicle is a well-known fact. For our cars to last, we must periodically change the oil, rotate the tires, 



lubricate the undercarriage, tune the engine, and replace worn parts. If we do, the car will last much longer than if we 



don’t. But this truth applies to more than just cars. 




There is a great truth here for all of us as well. Just as our automobiles need periodic maintenance, so also do we. 



There is a "maintenance law" for cars, and there is a "maintenance law" for people too. It is more than simply a 



tune-up, however. It is a plan for our total welfare. This maintenance law is found in the Fourth Commandment. 






Production analysts have concluded only recently that reasonably spaced work breaks clearly increase productivity. The medical community gives statistics which indicate that workaholics top the list in work related disorders such as high blood pressure and premature heart attack. God knew this before all the doctors and analysts. He knew that our bodies need a break.

      

God knew we needed to take a day to be refreshed:




Ex 23:12 Six days thou shalt do thy work, and on the seventh day thou shalt rest: that thine ox and thine 




ass may rest, and the son of thy handmaid, and the stranger, may be refreshed.




Refreshed = to take a breath to refresh oneself.

2. God Not Only Made the Sabbath That We Might Rest But Also That We Might Worship






This Commandment begins by God saying, "8 Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.Through out history, people have worshipped on the Sabbath day. God’s people, Israel, gathered together for worship on the Sabbath: first at the tent of meeting, later, at the temple, and finally at the local synagogue. Jesus Himself worshipped on the Sabbath, "as was His 
custom" (Luke 4:16). 






The Early Church in the days of Jesus on the earth continued this pattern. Later the day of 
worship was changed from Saturday, the last day of the week, to Sunday, the first day of the week. Jesus had risen on the first day of the week. Sunday was the day of Resurrection. The early Christians, therefore, began meeting on Sunday to commemorate the Lord’s Resurrection. Sunday became known as the "Lord’s Day." 






Man is not fit to work the 6 days if he does not worship on the 7th day. 

 NOW THE NEXT QUESTION IS, IS THIS COMMANDMENT FOR US TODAY???

1. Is This Command Relevant To The New Testament Believer????






On numerous occasions I have been told that this is the one command of the 10 that is not mentioned in the New Testament, and the reasoning then goes on to say; it is not applicable to N.T. times but only to the time of the law. 






In the literature we are using in Sunday School the author David Cloud says that “the command was given to Israel alone as a special covenant sign between her and God” Then he refers you to Exodus 31:13,17 *
2. The Concept of the Sabbath Did Not Originate With Moses and the Law. 






The principle of the Sabbath did not begin in Exodus 20 but centuries before in Gen, 2:2-3.  The Sabbath of the seventh day was observed before the promulgation of the law from Sinai, and is spoken of. not as a new, but an ancient institution. Exod. 16See, ver. 5.where preparation for the Sabbath is called for, before any mention of it is made, clearly implying that it was known before. See ver. 23. Where the Sabbath is given for a reason why they should prepare the double quantity of manna on the sixth day; which 
says that solemn day was instituted before the commandments were given on Mt. Sinai, and that some law concerning the Sabbath was in existence because it could be breached as implied in ver. 28. 






Some allege that the patriarchs did not observe the Sabbath, because there was no mention made of it in the scriptures.  But this is an unfair charge for we could say the same of Samuel and Saul because nothing is mentioned about the Sabbath in the time of the Judges.  We do know that the Patriarch Noah and Jacob counted time by weeks. If there was not an understanding of the 6 days of work and one of rest that make a week why would they count time by the 7 day week?  Noah, Gen. 8.10, 12; Jacob, Gen.29.27, 28





Lastly, Jesus Christ speaks of the sabbath enduring to the end times.  Matth. 24.20. 20  But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day:
3. The Principle of a Day of Rest and Worship Was Never Taken Away From God’s Plan, but I Do Definitely Believe That the Day Was Changed From Saturday to Sunday. 






Why the Lord’s Day and not the Saturday? 
· First of all the Lord’s Resurrection took place on the first day of the week. 








Mark 16:9 ¶ Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary 







Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils.







--God finished creation and when it was complete and he rested.







--Christ finished the work of salvation and we rest on the Lord’s Day. 

· Christ met the disciples on the first day.


John 20:19-20 19 ¶ Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst,and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.20  And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord.

· It was the practice of the early church to meet on the first day.

Acts 20:7 And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight. 

1 Cor. 16:2 Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come. 




Rev. 1:10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's Day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet, 

· 4. Though Worship on Saturday was Done Away With, One Day of Rest out Of Seven Still 
Applied. 

4. The Importance of God’s Day Being the Resurrection Day Is Alluded To In the Prophecy of the Psalms. Ps.118: 22-24





The Sabbath of the first day of the week is prophesied of in the Old Testament, Psalm 118.24. 'This is the day which the Lord hath made,’ that is the day of Christ's resurrection, when the 
stone which the builders rejected was made the head of the corner.  'We will rejoice and be glad in it;' that is, we will celebrate it as a day of rejoicing and thankfulness for the work of redemption. 






Now Compare Acts 4.10,11. 'Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of  Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole. This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of the corner








Jesus became the head of the corner by his resurrection; a day the Lord has made and a day which we should rejoice and be glad in. That Day Is SUNDAY. 

HOW CAN WE KEEP THE SABBATH OF SUNDAY A SPECIAL DAY??

1.  The first is to set the Lord’s Day apart as a priority day. 





Treat the Lord’s Day as a special day. Block it out on your calendar and don’t let anything or anyone interfere with it. You have an appointment with God on that day. 

2.   Discipline your life to be faithful in worship at your church. 






 God established the priority of a special day for our blessing and benefit. The writer of Hebrews commands us that we should not neglect the assembly of ourselves together in worship. Heb 10:25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching





We must not neglect it. There may be some emergencies or other situations that cause you to miss the gathering of the church. But those should be the exceptions, not the rule. 






Billy Graham once said, "Jesus spoke about the ox in the ditch on the Sabbath. But if your ox gets in the ditch on every Sabbath, you should either get rid of the ox or fill the ditch." 

3.  Don’t allow the demands of work to crowd out the important with the urgent. 






Determine not to allow those things which seem so urgent to rob you of your one day of rest and worship a week. One man made the following comment. 

“Many times people fall into the trap of becoming so exhausted by work that they then feel they must get away at every opportunity. Those opportunities often fall on Sunday. Soon they are absent from worship often as well. They return from these "get-aways" not refreshed at all, because they have gotten their priorities wrong. It is not that we should not occasionally get away. We should. But we should never get ourselves into the situation where we feel we must get away because we refuse to take enough regular time for rest and the family. We must discipline our lives to give time each week to our families. The slogan is true for more than drugs; it applies sometimes to the demands of work . . . "Just say no."

4 Renew your commitment to obey God                                                                 






God has made us so we will only function properly as we obey Him. If you are willing to obey Him, you will experience rest, joy, peace, and blessing. If you will not, you will reap in your own life the fruit of your refusal: stress, weariness, confusion, and death. Obey God and find the special blessing His day brings. Remember the words of Jesus:




28  Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.29  Take my yoke upon 



you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.30  For my 



yoke is easy, and my burden is light. Matthew 11:28-29 






The story is told in Benjamin Franklin’s autobiography of a clergyman who was ordered to read the proclamation issued by Charles I, bidding people to return to sports on Sundays. Many clergymen refused to read the proclamation in church. This pastor, to his congregation’s horror and amazement, did read the royal edict in church. But he followed it with the words, "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy," and added: "Brethren, I have laid before you the commandment of your king and the Commandment of your God. I leave it to you to judge which of the two ought rather to be observed." 






The choice given in this story from Franklin’s autobiography is still relevant today. When the Commandments of God come into conflict with our culture, which they often do, we must always choose to obey God.
The Fifth Commandment 

Scripture: Exodus 20:12

HONOUR THY FATHER AND THY MOTHER
Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee. Exodus 20:12




In our study of the 10 commandments we come today to the fifth command, it is important that we understand and follow this command for on it much of life hinges.

NOTE FIRST IT IS A PIVOTAL COMMAND. 

1. This Command Divides Those Related To God and Those Related To Man

 




The first 4 commands were in relationship of man to God. The last 5 commands deals with mans relationship with man. Here between them is a command which deals with the relationship of the home 






I cannot express enough to you the importance of the home in society. As goes the home so goes the nation. The problems within our nation are an out flow of problems within the homes of our nations. 






Following WW2 the homes in America began to take on a drastically different character.  Where prior to WW2 homes fit into the mold of Titus 2: where there were older women teaching the younger women how to love their children and love their husbands; now both the grandmothers and the mothers are off at work.






 As a results in the 1960’s upon the bumper stickers of cars were the slogans Question Authority" and "Don't Trust Anyone Over 30”.   This was followed by the riots and campus unrest of the 70’s.Relationships within the home are not what they used to be, children now look to others for help and advice and very often ignore parental help. Much of the pop culture encourages rebellion against authority.






Divorce means that family units are being broken up. Sometimes children have to honour one parent and perhaps are taught to despise the other. 






Psychiatrists try to blame practically every fault they find in their client on their parents. Instead of honouring parents some lie on a couch in front of their Psychiatrist and blame them for all their problems



This Command is foundational to honor and respect of authority; when a 



nation loses that honor and respect it will cease to be a great nation. 

2.  What Is Taught and Practiced In The Home Concerning Honor For Fathers and Mothers Carries Over To The Rest Of Society. 





· We are to honour and respect the government of the day. 13 ¶ Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme; 14  Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well.1Peter 2 . But if respect is not first given parents in the home it will not be given to the civil authorities. 
· We are to honour and respect pastors or elders. 
 1 Tim. 5:17 Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in the word and 
doctrine. 

Hebrews 13:17 Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you. 







But if respect is not first given parents in the home it will not be given to the pastor 






and teacher in the church. 

· We are to honour all men.1 Peter 2:17 Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king. But if respect is not first given parents in the home it will not be given to the man on the street.  
· Most of all we are to honor God, but if honor is not taught and given in the home neither will God be honored in the sanctuary .Matthew 6:9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 

A child’s first concept of God is what he sees in his parents. The parents are the lawgivers, the lovers, the protectors and those who care for him. His first concept of God is seen in his parents. 

Malachi 1:6 A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master: if then I be a father, where is mine honour? and if I be a master, where is my fear? saith the Lord of hosts unto you, O priests, that despise my name. And ye say, Wherein have we despised thy name? 





This commandment is central to life itself 

3.  Go With Me To 1 Samuel As We Note The Defeat of a Nation





 In 1Samuel 4:1-2 God’s people are being whipped by the godless Philistines. What has brought this about?  As you examine the account you will see that a total disregard for authority is found in Israel.  The final verse in Judges the days preceding 1 Samuel says: 25  In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes.  But by the time you get to the end of the Book of Judges, God had almost disappeared from the national consciousness. Sordid sexuality, wanton idolatry,
and brutal killings became commonplace.





This disregard for honoring authority has come even unto the house of God. lSam. 2:22-25,  3:12-13  But what is the real source of it,  there may be many contributing factors but a big one for Hophni and Phinehas was they did not honor their parents and they were not taught honoring of those in authority by their parents.  Note. 4:11



THE FIRST THING I WOULD LIKE TO POINT OUT IS THAT PARENT’S PLAY AND IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE TEACHING OF THIS COMMAND. 

1. Let Me Begin With An Illustration; 

Once upon a time there was a little old man. His eyes blinked and his hands trembled. When he ate he clattered the cutlery, his spoon missed his mouth, and he dribbled food on the tablecloth. Lacking anywhere else to live, he lived with his married son, but his son’s wife was a modern young woman who knew that in-laws oughtn’t to be tolerated in a woman’s house. ‘I can’t have this,’ she said to her husband. ‘It interferes with my right to my personal happiness.’

So she and her husband took the little old man by the arm and led him to a corner of the kitchen. There they put him on a stool and gave him his food in a crockery bowl. From then on he always ate in a corner of the kitchen, blinking at the bench with sad eyes.

One day his hands trembled more than usual, and the crockery bowl fell to the kitchen floor and broke. ‘If you want to be a pig,’ said the daughter-in-law, ‘you can eat out of a trough.’ So they made him a wooden trough, and from then on his meals were served in that.

This couple was fond of their four-year old son. One meal time the young man noticed that his little boy was playing with some bits of wood. ‘What are you doing, son?’ he asked the child. ‘I’m making a trough,’ he said, looking up for approval, ‘to feed you and mummy out of when I get big.’

2.  If Parents Are To Be Honored Not Only For The Position They Hold But For The Persons They Are, They Need To Be Honorable People. 






No matter what kind of parents you have the parental position needs to be honored, But how much more tolerable to have honorable parents. 






Honour your father and your mother’ (Exodus 12:12). Here is really a 
commandment for parents. .It calls us to lead by example. How we treat our parents is how our kids will treat us. .If we want to be honoured by our children, we must set them an example by honouring our parents. Our parents may be deceased, but we can still honour
3. If parents are to be honoured then it is expected that they are worthy of being honoured. 










What makes parents worthy of being honoured?









The University of Chicago did a survey to discover the clearest teachings or impressions concerning religion and morality upon young people. The majority said it was mealtime conversations in the home.

4. What Honorable Things Are We Conveying To Our Children?

· Do we show our children faithfulness to God?
A young child can spot a sham easier than you might imagine. They can spot a fake very quickly. Luke 14:26  .If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. 

Christ must be central to the home and he must have the pre-eminence. Reading the word of God and praying together are clear signs that God is important in your life. A family that prays together stays together.

· Do we show our children faultfinding?



Ephe. 6:4 And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 






Col. 3:21 Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged. 

· Do we show them favoritism? 

Genesis 37:3-4 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age: and he made him a coat of many colours. [4] And when his brethren saw that their father loved him more than all his brethren, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto him. 

· Do we show them fairness?






Scripture instructs us to discipline our children, but is the discipline fare, do you 







make a distinction between foolishness and rebellion.

Proverbs 13:24 He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes. 

Proverbs 29:17 Correct thy son, and he shall give thee rest; yea, he shall give delight unto thy soul. 

· Do we indulge in name calling?

1 Samuel 20:30 Then Saul's anger was kindled against Jonathan, and he said unto him, Thou son of the perverse rebellious woman, do not I know that thou hast chosen the son of Jesse to thine own confusion, and unto the confusion of thy mother's nakedness? 

· Do we falsely accuse them?

1 Samuel 20:33-34 And Saul cast a javelin at him to smite him: whereby Jonathan knew that it was determined of his father to slay David. [34] So Jonathan arose from the table in fierce anger, and did eat no meat the second day of the month: for he was grieved for David, because his father had done him shame. 

·  Do we show them the initiative in seeking forgiveness and making restitution when we have been wrong in our actions?

NOW LET US CONSIDER THE CHILDREN

1. The Word Honor Means More Than To Obey 






The Hebrew word, Kabod that means to honor; in another verb form Kabod also means to be heavy. To honor does not mean just to obey, which is how most of us tend to translate this commandment. Indeed, to obey is a way that younger children can honor father and mother. But for adult children it means to gladly take on the weight of the responsibility for one's parents. .It means we are to treat them with great respect. .It means to seek all means necessary to provide what is best for our parents

2.  Parents Ought To Have Our Respect






Parents have given us the gift of life by bringing us into this world. They didn’t choose us nor did we pick them but God gave them to us and us to them. Parents provide our needs they love for us, care for us and pray for us. Our parents have traveled the road of life that knowledge gained on that road ought to be honoered. Mark Twain once said, "When I was 14 years old, my father was so ignorant I hated to have the old man around. But when I was 21 years old, I was 
astonished to see how much my father had learned in only 7 years."





It is said that parents go through 4 stages in relationship to there children.



 1) We idolize them there is no one like mama and papa. 



 2) Then we demonize them they won’t let me go here, go there, do this or that. 



 3)
Then we utilize them, can I borrow the car daddy? 



 4)
Then we humanize them. When we become parents we realize what it cost them to bring us up and how much love care and attention and how much of their lives they 
devoted to us.

3. Why should we honour and obey our parents? 

· Because God says so.

Exodus 20:12 Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 

· For your own benefit.

Deut. 5:16 Honour thy father and thy mother, as the Lord thy God hath commanded thee; that thy days may be prolonged, and that it may go well with thee, in the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 

· Because it is right. Epheslans. 6:1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. 

· It pleases the Lord. 




   
Col. 3:20 Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord. 

4. How Do We Honor Our Parents??





We honour them by obeying God. There is no greater honour can be conferred upon a mom or dad than to have their family obeying the Lord. 3 John 1:4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth. 




You can honour them by providing for them when they get older. 1Tim. 5:4 But if any widow have children or nephews, let them learn first to shew piety at home, and to requite their parents: for that is good and acceptable before God. 





We honour our parents by heeding their counsel. Proverbs 1:8 My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother: 





We honour our parents by speaking well of them. The greatest example of all is found in the Lord Jesus Christ. Luke 2:51 And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but his mother kept all these sayings in her heart. 

HOW SERIOUS IS THE DISOBEDIENCE OF THIS COMMAND

1. How series a matter is it?




Jesus called the Jews who did not obey this commandment Hypocrites:

3  But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition?4  For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and mother: and, He that curseth father or mother, let him die the death.5  But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or his mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me;6  And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition.7  Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying,8  This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth 
me  with their lips; but their heart is far from me.Mt.15:3-6





Disobedience to parents is shown as a sign of the last days.

2 Tim. 3:1-2 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. [2] For men shall be lovers of their own elves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 





Disobedience to parents is listed as one of the vilest sins.
 Romans 1:30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 

Deut. 21:18 If a man have a stubborn and rebellious son, which will not obey the voice of his father, or the voice of his mother, and that, when they have chastened him, will not hearken unto them: 9  Then shall his father and his mother lay hold on him, and bring him out unto the elders of his city, and unto the gate of his place;20  And they shall say unto the elders of his city, This our son is stubborn and rebellious, he will not obey our voice; he is a glutton, and a drunkard.21  And all the men of his city shall stone him with stones, that he die: so shalt thou put evil away from among you; and all Israel shall hear, and fear.





The violation of this commandment merited the death penalty in the Old Testament. God views disobedience to parents as a serious sin.




Deut. 27:16 Cursed be he that setteth light by his father or his mother. And all the people shall 
say, Amen. 




Proverbs 30:17 The eye that mocketh at his father, and despiseth to obey his mother, the ravens of the valley shall pick it out, and the young eagles shall eat it. 

2. The Importance of This Command Is Seen In The Promise Given For Obedience to It.

 Exodus 20:12 Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 

Ephes. 6:1-3 Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. [2] Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;) [3] That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth. 





There is great blessing in obeying your parents and in honouring them. To the children of Israel long life was promised. .Even today we can see that those who are disobedient and rebellious will have habits in their lives that will lead to shortness of life.  That doesn’t mean that every young Christian who dies was disobedient. Think of Christ, he died as a young man and yet was perfectly obedient. 





There is a real blessing in honouring your parents. 

 Proverbs 6:20-23  20 ¶ My son, keep thy father's commandment, and forsake not the law of thy mother:21  Bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie them about thy neck.22  When thou goest, it shall lead thee; when thou sleepest, it shall keep thee; and when thou awakest, it shall talk with thee.23  For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and reproofs of instruction are the way of life:

The Sixth  Commandment 

Scripture: Exodus 20:13

Thou Shat Not Kill





Today we take up the 6th commandment of the 10 commandments. At first it seems that this commandment is very forth right and simple to understand. It is a clear commandment that forbids murder.  But there are many side issues that go along with it.  Is it right to kill animals?  What about euthanasia, what about suicide, what about capital punishment? To answer all these questions it may take us more than one session. In this lesson I want to first examine why God gave this command, Secondly consider what exactly is being forbidden in this commandment and what is not being forbidden and then finally consider the N.T. teaching on the subject.  Then next week we will consider more about the issues of today that go along with this command.  So today you get the nuts and bolts and next week the extras.

WHY GOD GAVE THIS COMMAND. 

1. A. When Considering Why God Gave This Command We Should Immediately Think Along The Lines of The Sanctity of Life. 



But why is man held in higher esteem than the animal life? Why do we here about a murder in the newspaper the next day after it occurs, but no one mentions anything about the cutworm the shovel cut in two. 




Why? Because we are made in the image of God. In Genesis 1:27 it says “So God created man in his own image, in the image of 
  God he created him; male and female he created them”


        Now note Genesis 9:3-6 3  Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even as the green herb have I given 
you  all things.4  But flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat.5  And surely your blood of your lives will I require; at the hand of every beast will I require it, and at the hand of man; at the hand of every man's brother will I require the life of man.6  Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God made he man.
 


 Man unlike the animals has upon his person the image of God. Particularly this speaks about our souls for God is Spirit.  Like God we create, work, rest, exercise authority over other people or things.  Like God we have the emotions of love, compassion, anger etc. Being created in the image of God is what distinguishes us from the animals; being created in the image of God means that we are deserving of special treatment from each other –respect, dignity.






Man is the crowning glory of God’s creation as he is made in the image of God.





Evolution which spawns a disregard for life states that man sprang from a primordial soup through chance and time.  God says he created man in his own image. David declares Psalm 139:14 I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well. 






God created man for a wonderful purpose, when a life is cruelly taken, God’s divine purpose is challenged. The murderer shakes his fist in the face of a life giving God. .But more than that , when we destroy man we insult God. We are made in his image. Sometimes on a bonfire an effigy will be burned. The idea is to insult the one whom the effigy represents. Murder insults God. 






We cannot over emphasize the extreme importance of keeping this commandment. When we hear of someone made in the image of God being 
murdered. We should be shocked and horrified. Have we not become accustomed to it? it is a God affronting sin. Let us not forget, that the very blood of the first murdered victim CRIED OUT  from the ground on which it was shed.  





This is a sin that affronts God, it cries out to God because it is of the Devil. 
John 8:44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a
murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. 

What exactly is prohibited by this command


1.  Murder: being a premeditated act
2.  Manslaughter: i.e. killing of another on the spur of the moment
3.  Death resulting by acts of negligence1. Note Ex. 21:28-31
4.  Suicide; When a person commits suicide such an act is self murder. Roman Catholics believe that all persons who commit suicide will go straight to Hell. Such is not true; such is not the criteria for whether a person goes to Hell.  Some true Christians have committed suicide. There last act was a sin but they 
are still in Heaven
5.  Euthanasia: most often being doctor assisted suicide



The day of our death is Gods right to determine and not ours or a doctors. We will try to speak about this more in the next article. In our day we have more and more acceptance to Euthanasia, and that we have the right to determine when we die based upon how we think about our “quality life” 



A few years back in Holland a girl who was only in her late 20’s had herself euthanized because she determined that her “quality of life” was not what she wanted it to be. It was murder. 
6.  Abortion
Abortion is the murder of infants in the womb; the unborn have been murdered for 1000’s of years. The Bible makes it clear that life begins at conception and that God regards people as persons while yet in the womb.

Jeremiah said  “The word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Before I formed you in the 
womb I knew you, before you      were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations” 1:4-5

 Psalms 139 :13-16 it says 13  For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my mother's womb.14  I will raise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well.15  My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.16  Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were written, which in continuance 
were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them. 
What is not covered by this command





 The killing of animals, insects, etc .is not forbidden in this command.  The far eastern religion maintain that this command includes the killing of animals. We have looked at man being made in the image of God. Animals are not. They are not capable of a relationship with a holy and a righteous God. 





 Note here in this same chapter that gives us the commandments also speaks of the need of killing animals for sacrifice Exodus 20:24 An altar of earth thou shalt make unto me, and shalt sacrifice thereon 
thy burnt offerings, and thy peace offerings, thy sheep, and thine oxen: in all places where I 
record my name I will come unto thee, and I will bless thee. 





In this very chapter where we find the Ten Commandments, God give instructions for animal sacrifices, God certainly wouldn’t contradict himself. 





God sanctions the eating of meat Genesis 9:3 Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even as the green herb have I given you all things. 

         Acts 10:13 And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill, and eat. 

          So it is not wrong to kill animals for food. Animal rights people confuse the issue. However we are not to treat animals unkindly or cruelly. Proverbs 12:10 A righteous man regardeth the life of his beast: 



The Carrying Out of Capital Punishment Does Not Break This Commandment





In fact a  judge who has capital punishment at his disposal, but lets a murderer go free who kills again would be guilty of breaking this commandment because of his negligence Genesis 9:6 Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God made he man. 






Leviticus 24:17 And he that killeth any man shall surely be put to death. 

Romans 13:3-4 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: 4] For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. 






God is not in the business of contradicting himself and so its obvious that when he said “Thou shalt not kill” and when he said “put to death so and so for doing 
X—which is said regarding a number of different crimes” that execution and murder are 2 different things. Governments have a God given responsibility to deal effectively with murderers. 



 War Is Not A Violation Of This Command 



In the Old Testament God authorized the use of war on many occasions.
Ezekiel 14:17 Or if I bring a sword upon that land, and say, Sword, go through the land; so that I cut off man and beast from it: 

        
In the New Testament we meet some soldiers. 


Luke 3:14 And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, saying, And what shall we do? And 
he said unto them, Do violence to no man, neither accuse any falsely; and be content with your wages. 


We do not find Jesus any where in the New Testament saying “stop making war”. 


The teaching of Jesus and the New Testament’s perspective on the command to not murder is noted below: 






 Note Mt. 5:21-22 1 ¶ Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment:22  But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his 
brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.






Here again we find Jesus relating that the violation of his commands goes beyond the act, It begins in the heart.  While the O.T. simply says “thou shalt not kill” Jesus goes a step further to the attitudes of the heart.  Christ is saying we must not only deal with the outward act but that within us that drives us to commit such acts. 






Christ makes it clear that murder begins in the heart long before it explodes on the scene in action.







What Jesus says here is that the process that leads to killing is progressive: 



1) The first stage is the “RACCA” stage – This is an emotional anger in the moment than explodes by calling someone “You idiot” (the loose translation of the Aramaic 
word “Racca”). This is the first stage of anger, it usually does not move toward a particular act, but is still serious enough that someone expressing this kind of anger is required to come before the Sanhedrin (5:22a). The point of coming before spiritual leaders at this point is to make the person accountable and to deal with the anger at this stage before it progresses to the next more dangerous level. In making them appear before the council is to force the issue; that is that  the underlying issues that bring about anger needs to be dealt with. 


--The bible admonishes us to Eph 4:26 Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon    
your wrath:



2)  Anger left unchecked at the “RACCA” stage will move onto the “YOU FOOL” stage, a much more serious level of anger!  This level has already passed the accountability stage to men, it has moved to being accountable to God directly!  Jesus says this level of anger will leave the individual ready for the dangers of “Hell fire”! (see also I Jn. 3:15) This is the level of anger that is actually planning to hurt to someone else, it is anger looking for ways to hurt others either emotionally or physically or both.



-- Jesus clearly states that anger left unchecked to this level puts the angry person in a place that the fires of hell will itself be their reward. (see I Jn. 3:15) . This should indicate to us the seriousness of God’s love for life!




While the Pharisees and teachers of the law were only concerned with the overt act of murder, Jesus tries to get them to learn to deal with the progressing issues of the heart that lead to murder. It is not enough just to be concerned with the act of murder we need to deal with the issues of anger in our own lives.




What you must see and recognize is Jesus did not say “anger leads to murder, he said anger is murder. 

Pr 19:19 ¶ A man of great wrath shall suffer punishment: for if thou deliver him, yet thou must do it again.

Pr 25:28 ¶ He that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is broken down, and without walls.

Pr 22:24 ¶ Make no friendship with an angry man; and with a furious man thou shalt not go:

The 6th Commandment part 2

Scripture: Exodus 20:13 1 Samuel 31:1-6  2 Samuel 1:1-16


Today we take up the further discussion of the 6th command of the 10 commandments.  As we said last week  this commandment  is a clear commandment that forbids murder.  But there are many side issues that go along with it.  Is it right to kill animals?  What about euthanasia, what about suicide, what about capital punishment? 



In today’s lesson I want to deal with the issue of EUTHANASIA. 

This is an issue which is very much in the news today 
* In November 1994, the voters of the state of Oregon passed a referendum allowing doctor-assisted suicide. The law would allow patients to request life-ending medication if a doctor determines that they have less than six months to live. The Supreme Court let the law stand.

* In October 1996, Australia’s Northern Territory allowed the world’s first legally assisted suicide. Bob Dent, 66, who was suffering from cancer, was allowed to take deadly drugs under a euthanasia law passed on May 25, 1996. (Thousands of assisted suicides are performed every year in The Netherlands, but technically they are not legal. They are allowed under loopholes in the law. Doctors who follow "strict guidelines" are guaranteed immunity.)

* In a Canadian national study reported in September 1996, almost half of all doctors surveyed said the law should be changed to allow physician-assisted suicide. In the survey, 47% of doctors supported euthanasia, while 39% were opposed, and 11% were uncertain.

* In March 1996, a 62-year-old New York man was sentenced to just six months in jail (he was expected to serve only four) for killing his wife with a mixture of honey and an antidepressant. He claimed it was assisted suicide, and a note left by the wife said she drank the potion "freely and without reservations"; but prosecutors also discovered that he had kept a diary indicating he was tired of caring for his sick wife, who had multiple sclerosis, and was eager for her death.

What is Euthanasia?

"Euthanasia" comes from two Greek words which together mean "good death." Active euthanasia could be defined as "inducing the death of a person who is undergoing intense suffering, and who has no practical hope of recovery." Since the expressed motive is usually to release him from his misery, active euthanasia is often called "mercy killing."              
There is basically 3 types of euthanasia

1. The first is voluntary which is talked about most, that is killing at a patient’s request, the patient asked to be killed. 
2The second is non-voluntary which is killing a patient without a specific request, they may be incompetent or they may be in a coma 
3.The third is involuntary which is euthanasia when you are killing against a patient’s wishes and the Nazi holocaust would be the best example of that.

This is an issue which could easily touch your own life someday.
Let me give you some possible examples. 

   Here is test case one: 

Your 80 year-old grandmother has been fighting cancer for some time now and feels the emotional strain. She feels like she'll become a burden to the family. Her doctor notes that she seems to have lost her desire to live. Should she be able to have her doctor give her a prescription expressly designed to kill her? This is precisely what the courts have legalized in recent months. 


Case number two:
Your spouse has an incurable fatal disease, has lost control of bodily functions and is unable to communicate. Special treatment and equipment can extend your spouse's life for a few weeks or even months but will involve much pain and exhaustion. Would it be morally right for you to not arrange for the treatment? 



Case number three
 Your father is comatose, dependent on a hospital respirator for every breath. He has been in this condition for ten months and there is no medical hope for his recovery. Your doctor suggests he be disconnected from the respirator and allowed to "die with dignity." 


Case number four

Your child is born with a severe mental handicap, and a birth defect that doesn't allow him to breathe properly. Though the birth defect is surgically correctable, your child will never live a normal life, and may always be dependent upon you or others. Your doctor says you should consider withholding the surgery, thereby allowing the child to die and preventing him a lifetime of abnormality. 



Case number five 
Your spouse has terminal cancer. She's lost her hair, her appetite and her will to live. She pleads with you to get a pill for her that will relieve her misery by "putting her to sleep." Compassion would compel you to "put to sleep" a suffering animal. Would it be right to respect your wife's request to escape her suffering though a quick peaceful death rather than a long lingering one? 

WHAT WOULD BE YOUR DECISION?????
 Many Are Concerned About Where It Is All Headed and Where It Will End Up 


One of the primary reasons for concern about the legalization of physician-assisted suicide is the now runaway death culture of Holland. Doctor-assisted suicide was essentially legalized in Holland in 1973 by two court decisions. While not officially legalizing euthanasia in Holland, the courts simply said that if you follow certain guidelines you will not be prosecuted.



The problem is that any such regulations are not enforceable. As a result, the government of Netherlands reported in 1991 that only 41% of the doctors obey the rules and 27% admitted to performing involuntary euthanasia. That is, without the patient's consent! In addition, over 2% of the deaths in Holland in 1990 were the result of direct voluntary euthanasia, but 6% of all deaths were the result of involuntary euthanasia.



Many people in Holland today carry around a card that states they are not to be euthanized without their consent! That is precisely where we are headed. Once a right to physician-assisted suicide is established as it was in Holland, it soon degenerates into others being willing and able to make the decision for you.(6)



In Holland, doctors performed involuntary killing because they thought the family had suffered too much; some were tired of taking care of patients, and one was mad at his patient! Even the conditions of allowed voluntary euthanasia are appalling. Robin Bernhoft, a U.S. surgeon of the liver and pancreas, relates an incident where a doctor in Holland told of a 26 year-old ballerina with arthritis in her toes requesting to be euthanized. Apparently since she could no longer pursue her career as a dancer, she was depressed and no longer wished to live. Amazingly, the doctor complied with her request. His only justification was to say that "One doesn't enjoy such things, but it was her choice!" 


Many Are Also Concerned Because The Medical Field is Not Infallible and Infinite In Their Practice and Decisions Making. 

 There have been many cases of those diagnosed as being in "irreversible" comas and of being "brain dead," who regained consciousness and recovered their health. A vegetative state is considered persistent if it last more than a month, and after a year, it is labeled "permanent." (We do not intend to imply that amazing recoveries happen most of the time. From 10,000 to 25,000 adults and from 6,000 to 10,000 children in the U.S. are diagnosed each year as being in "persistent vegetative states." Most of these do not awaken. In fact, the majority of them die within six months. )



The exceptions, though, remind us of the fallibility of modern medical science.

The wife of Independent Baptist Evangelist Tom Williams had "the worst case of spinal meningitis on record." She was hospitalized in a coma, and her husband visited her every day. He prayed with her, read the Bible, and left tapes to be played when he was not with her. A friend gave her a stuffed animal to keep her company and named it "Rainbow," the sign of God’s covenant with Noah after the flood. A year later she emerged from her coma and spoke the words, "His name is Rainbow." The wonderful story of this recovery is recorded in Brother William’s book "Twice Given."

On October 27, 1995, Ryan Nguyen enjoyed his first birthday in his home in Vancouver, Washington (across the Columbia river from Portland, Oregon). His complicated birth in Spokane, Washington, led doctors there to believe he had no chance of survival. Ryan was born eight weeks prematurely and suffered kidney damage, a bowel obstruction and possible brain damage. Doctors at Sacred Heart Medical Center described his condition as "universally fatal." His parents went to court to force the hospital to continue life-support and found a doctor in Portland willing to treat Ryan. After four months in the hospital, Ryan was allowed to go home (The Seattle Times, Fri., Oct. 27, 1995, p. B2).

Consider also the case of Jacquelin Cole: "Jacqueline and Harry Cole of Baltimore appeared on the Donahue television show in New York yesterday to tell their story. Jacqueline Cole had been on a life-support system for 40 days after a stroke when her husband petitioned to have her removed from the heart-lung machine, but was denied. A week later, she woke up" (Rocky Mountain News, Denver, Colorado, November 21, 1986).

In 1991 Pastor Frank Johnson of Midland, Texas, was called to the hospital bedside of a church member who was on life support. The family was going to "pull the plug," and they wanted their pastor present. A few months later that man was back in church in his accustomed place in the Sunday morning service. In reporting this, the Baptist Bible Tribune, for March 1992, notes, "There is no question but that we need to discover the ethics of the plug."

After surgery for hydrocephalus, Matt Graff of Burbank, California, was in a vegetative state almost a year, from August 1978 until the middle of 1979. He recovered completely and is director of audiovisual services at a large hotel (Chicago Tribune, Feb. 22, 1996).

The January 3, 1996, issue of the New England Journal of Medicine contained the story of an 18-year-old woman who suffered severe head injuries in a car accident in 1987. She remained in a coma, completely unresponsive, for 15 months. At that point gradually she began to respond to questions by moving her leg or closing her eyes. Eventually she could speak short phrases. Five years and two months after the injury, she went home, though she remains wheelchair bound and dependent on others for her care.

Another amazing case involving the recovery of one who was "brain dead" happened in December 1988. A 24-year-old Washington state woman who had been in a deep coma for more than five months, gave birth to a healthy baby boy. She then came out of the coma and began making gradual progress toward recovery. When three months pregnant, the car in which she was riding was struck by a drunk driver. Her cousin was killed in the crash and she suffered head injuries so severe that doctors proclaimed she was in a state of "cerebral death." Yet by January 1989 she was asking questions, forming words, recognizing her family and friends, and helping in small ways to care for her newborn baby.

In February 1996, a Tennessee police officer, Gary Dockery, awoke from a seven-year coma and began talking with his relatives. He was shot in the head in 1988. According to an Associated Press report dated January 7, 1997, Gary remains severely crippled today, but he is continuing to be alert to his surroundings to communicate, to respond to instruction. He can occasionally speak short phrases. Though he remains institutionalized in a nursing home on Signal Mountain, near Chattanooga, he is learning to use a motorized wheelchair which he received a week before Christmas, and he enjoys being around people. His mother reads him the dozens of cards and letters which arrive weekly from well-wishers.

On Christmas Eve 1999, 42-year-old Patricia "Happi" White Bull, mother of four, awoke from a 16-year coma and began talking to her family (St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Jan. 5, 2000). She had slipped into the coma in 1983 while delivering her fourth child, and for 16 years she was unresponsive, unable to speak, swallow, or move. Since coming out of the comma she "has been speaking her children’s names, catching up on family developments and spending a lot of time just watching her children and smiling." 

Other illustrations could be given, but these are sufficient to prove our point: Medical science is fallible and finite and is often wrong, and it is crucial to remember this when considering the euthanasia issue. 
WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY?  Ultimately this is where God’s people must go to settle the questions of life, and ultimately God will judge the world according to His word and not the thoughts of society. 



When issues such as these come up we go to the Bible and look in three different areas to get our direction for responding to such issues. 

1. We look to see if there are any Direct Commands that apply to the issue

2. We look to see if there are any Examples in the Bible of such an issue.

3. We study the Principles of the Bible and apply them to the issue at hand. For example no place in the Bible does it say “Thou shalt not smoke marijuana” But we do find the principles that we should not allow ourselves to be brought under the control of such a substance 1Co 6:12¶  All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.
DO WE HAVE ANY DIRECT COMMANDS CONCERNING Euthanasia?

1.   Exodus 20:13 Here We Have The Direct Command Thou shalt not kill. 






 From our last  lesson we know that this does not apply to all killing;. The killing of animals for food is not forbidden, the killing in times of war is not forbidden,  Capital punishment is not forbidden being instituted way back in the time of Noah, hundreds of years before Moses, and never rescinded.  Self defense is not forbidden

2. Though There Is No Clear Command  We Must Remember Because Man is Made In The Image Of God, The Taking of Any Life 
Is A Serious Thing. 






Mercy killing is really not addressed in a direct command 

ARE THEIR ANY EXAMPLES FOR US TO GAIN INSIGHT

1. There Is The Case Of Abimelech in Judges 9:50-57






Yet Abimelech's motive for requesting death was not unbearable pain, but his ego in wanting to be sure that his soon death was not at the hands of a woman. 

2. There Is Also The Example Of Saul in 1 Samuel 31:1-6  2 Samuel 1:1-16






Note Saul’s Condition 



a. Saul was sure to die-1Sam. 31:3-4




b. Saul must of been in a lot of pain




c. Saul requested that he be killed




THESE ARE THE VERY ARGUMENTS USED TO SUPPORT EUTHANASIA






Now Note The Armor bearer’s reactions I Sam. 31:4




a. He was sore afraid




b. He refused his king’s request






Now note King David’s reaction to the Amalekite 2Samuel 1:13-14



a. He declared the Amalekite a murderer--v.13-14




b. He had the Amalekite executed--v.15-16

ARE THEIR ANY PRINCIPLES TO FOLLOW CONCERNING EUTHANASIA.

1. There Is The Principle of the Value of Human Life






God is the author of life; He has created all life, maintains all life, 
and controls all life. The prerogative to take life lies with God alone except  in capital punishment where the prerogative is the STATES and not individuals Deu. 32.39 Acts 17:25,28






Human life is unique and preeminent in all of God's creation. Man is made in the image of God, and his life is so valuable in God's sight that God made the ultimate sacrifice to provide eternal life for man (Gen. 1:27; Jn. 3:14-16). 





The "right to die," battle cry of the euthanasia movement, must be carefully examined to see if its  real meaning is the "right to take life", or the "right to have 
one's life taken." Man's responsibility, both implicit and explicit throughout Scripture,Is to protect and preserve human life, not to take it





 Arguments for Euthanasia are often based upon the state of the
individual, and their quality of life. But Their value rests not in what they are able to do, but in who they are as created in the image of God. Hence, the burden of proof always lies with those who claim a living body no longer contains a person. As long as the body continues functioning on its own with only basic care (as opposed to extraordinary medical intervention), we must surely work under the assumption this is indeed still a living being. 






No one really has the right to put a value on a persons life.  Doctors often try to take that right. 





A survey of pediatricians and pediatric surgeons reveals that more than two out of three would go along with parents' wishes to deny life-saving surgery to a child with Downs Syndrome. Nearly three out of four said that if they themselves had a Downs Syndrome child they would choose to let him starve to death. They might consider this passive euthanasia, but surely the deliberate withholding of food, 
water, warmth and basic human care is but another form of murder. Scripture, after all, recognizes not only sins of commission, but sins of omission (James 4:17). 






What is God's opinion of the deformed and handicapped? In his eyes is the life of one who is handicapped worth letting live --no matter how short the life might be or how difficult it might be?

Note Ex. 4:11
11  And the LORD said unto him, Who hath made man's mouth? or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? have not I the LORD?






Now note Lk. 14.13-14 13  But when thou makest a feast, call the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind:

14  And thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee: for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the just.





The Lord is saying, "when it comes to the handicapped, ignore the bottom line cost--value them as persons, and take care of them; and know that I'll reward you for your efforts." 

2. There Is The Principles of  RESPECT FOR ELDERLY PARENTS. 






While we are to respect the lives of all people, we are called upon to have a special regard for the lives of our parents. The fifth of the ten commandments is "Honor your father and your mother" (Ex.20:12).  We have already noted this command, and will not repeat all of its teaching again. Suffice to say, parents and old people are not to be gotten rid of but they are to be honored and cared for.  Being a burden on the family is not an acceptable reason to encourage euthanasia.






There are tremendous blessings promised by God for those who 
honor their parents, but their is also tremendous curses for those who do not.  Jesus specifically condemned those who rationalized or spiritualized their way around giving their parents the honor and 
care due them (Mt. 15:3-9). 

3. There is The Principles in the Bible Concerning DEATH. 






Death will one day be experienced by each of us It is appointed unto man once to die and after that the judgment. 



 Rom. 5:12  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:




Death is either the gateway to hell for the unbeliever, or the gateway to heaven for the believer.  Death is final; at death mans eternal destiny is set forever. What does this have to do with euthanasia? Much. Very much. It would be foolish to take one’s own life or that of a loved one as long as there is any chance whatsoever, no matter how slim, that one’s eternal salvation is not settled
. 





It is always possible, as long as euthanasia is rejected, that one’s eternal destiny might be changed by more time in this world. --In light of the seriousness of life and salvation, it is an awful responsibility to 
decide that a loved one’s life will be prematurely snuffed out and his opportunity f
or salvation forever erased.





But what about those who are saved?  For them there is also the reality of the Judgment Seat of Christ   For the Christian, this life is a tremendous opportunity to serve the Lord and to gain eternal rewards for faithfulness to Christ. If we are obedient, God has promised to reward us; if we are carnal and disobedient, we will suffer loss of reward and position (1 Cor. 3:11-15; Rom. 14:10-12; 2 Cor. 5:9-11; Col. 3:23-25; Rev.2:26-28; 3:21).This means it is important to give every opportunity to the Christian to be right with God before he leaves this life. 

    


God sometimes uses severe trials, such as sickness and accidents, to chastise and correct His children (Heb. 12:5-9; 1 Cor. 5:3-5; 11:29-30; 1 Tim. 1:20). Thus, it is possible that the Christian in such trouble is being so dealt with by God, and we should keep this in mind when making euthanasia decisions. Is it still possible that the loved one, though in an apparent coma, could be doing business with God about things which need to be settled before leaving this life? Such questions need to be faced.





Should life be maintained at all cost?  It seems that at times the preservation of life beyond reason is “playing God. Passive euthanasia is not taking life, but rather it is allowing God 
either to preserve or take it as he chooses. 

-- I am  not speaking about withdrawing from the patient food and water, the basic necessity of life.  But when a person is on a heart and lung machine which keeps his heart beating and his lungs breathing, and it has been a number of months where he has had the time to recover and he does not then it seems we are playing God in not allowing God to take him, or possibly miraculous restore him. 




Passive euthanasia allowed so early as to not give the patient a fair chance for recovery would seem to be ethically wrong. This is especially true when one realizes the tremendous recuperative powers of the human body when extraordinary means can be used to buy time for such a turnaround. 
4. There is the Biblical Principle of COMPASSION AND MERCY. 






It should go without saying that we are to exercise mercy in every way possible 



Col. 3:12,12 ¶ Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;
 


1Pe 3:8 ¶ Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous:


   
1Jo 3:16  Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we    ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.




1Jo 3:17  But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up 
his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?




But let us remember that compassion and mercy is not as we see it but as God sees it. There are those who called euthanasia “mercy killing” when really  the treatment of the individual in compassion and mercy was not in mind. 





But it is the son who has counted on a large inheritance sees it being "wasted" on care for his terminal mother. 




It is a daughter who has a job and family and a full life of her own does not wan
the burden of caring for an elderly and cantankerous father. So, even as parents now justify abortion because "it's really in the child's best interests," euthanasia can be justified as "they should be allowed to die with dignity" when 
the truth is "we don't want to make the sacrifices of giving them the loving care they need." 





Isn’t it almost poetic justice that those adults who fight for abortion today, will one day face elimination because they 
are a burden to their children. 




We must reach out in mercy as Jesus reached out to us dead in trespasses and sin. 

5.  Finally we have the Biblical Principle of DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY AND INTERVENTION. 




God is free and able to intervene in the course of natural events, and sometimes 
He chooses to do so. He can heal those about to sink into death (Jn. 4:46-54; Mt 8:14-17), and can even raise people from the dead (Lk. 7:11-16; Jn. 11:1-46). 





Sometimes he directly answers the prayers of his people for the miraculous healing of a dying loved one (Jms. 5:14-15). It seems to me that under normal circumstances any available medical means should be immediately employed to preserve the life of a patient. 





Prayers should be offered, and God should be waited upon to act, if He choosesto do so. (Most of us have heard amazing stories of the recovery of severely injured and comatose people, for whom doctors had no hope)..When adequate time for natural recovery and divine intervention has passed, and  if the extent of the mental and physical damage is hopelessly acute, I believe the possibility of passive euthanasia should be considered.





In so doing we are not necessarily violating Scripture in allowing 
death to take place by withdrawing medical machinery, so long 
as we do not actively cause death, or withhold food, water or other basic care and provision.  Withdrawing medical equipment does not insure death, it simply gives the situation over to God. If he desires that the person's life 
continues without artificial aid (as is sometimes the case even when equipment is withdrawn), then we must go no further. We have fulfilled our responsibility as best we know how God must do the rest. In doing our part we must use the utmost caution, but when such a time comes God will give grace and direction to His beloved children (I Cor. 10:13). 

Note  Much of this came from Way of Life Literature web site on Euthanasia and from Randy Alcorn site. 

The 6th Commandment part 3
Scripture: Exodus 20:13  

In our study of the ten commandments we are considering the 6th commandment Thou shalt not kill. In our first lesson we spoke to you how the commandment clearly teaches that the murder of another person is sin.  But we also acknowledged that there were a number of side issues that needed dealt with.  One of those we noted last week when we examine the teaching of the Bible concerning Euthanasia.  This week I want to deal with two more parallel issues concerning this commandment; first The Death Penalty and second Abortion. 

THE DEATH PENALTY

1. There Are A Number Of People Identifying Themselves As Christians That Oppose 
the Death Penalty





They will acknowledge that the death penalty was taught in the Old Testament but it is rescinded in the New Testament.


Let Me Give You Their Arguments




They argue along the following line: in the New Testament we are no longer under law, but under grace. The New Testament ethic of love has replaced the Old Testament law.  As evidence of this I want you to note the clear difference between Deu.19:21 and Mt. 5:38-39


21  And thine eye shall not pity; but life shall go for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.

Life was to go for life, eye for eye, etc. But Jesus cancels that all out when it comes to the New Testament he says 


38 ¶ Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth:



39  But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other 
also.



40  And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloke also.



41  And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain.




      42  Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away.





You see here that the passage that contains life for life, eye for eye, is to 
be responded to in love and not in retribution. 





Also note the example in John 8:1-11. Here a woman taken in the very act of adultery was brought to Jesus. The Old Testament clearly teaches that such action calls for capital punishment Deu. 22.22-24





22  If a man be found lying with a woman married to an husband, then they shall both of them die, both the man that lay 




with  the woman, and the woman: so shalt thou put away evil from Israel. 23  If a damsel that is a virgin be betrothed unto 




an husband, and a man find her in the city, and lie with her;24  Then ye shall bring them both out unto the gate of that 




city, and ye shall stone them with stones that they die; the damsel, because she cried not, being in the city; and the man, 




because he hath humbled his neighbour's wife: so thou shalt put away evil from among you.





Jesus does not turn this woman over to the authorities, but he lets her go, obviously Jesus thought that the death penalty was no longer valid.  We conclude then that to take someone’s life claiming it to be capital punishment is to break the 6 th commandment. 

2. But There is More to the Issue. 





First you need to note that the death penalty was instituted before the law. The first foundational principles of the death penalty really goes back to Genesis 2:16-17 16 ¶ And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat 17  But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.





God sets the principle here that violation of God’s commands will result in death. When Adam and Eve sinned they immediately experienced Spiritual death in loosing their intimacy with God.  They began to die physically, and they faced eternal death in hell unless God would intervene which he did. 





The death penalty was established as a duty of government following the flood. Gen. 9:5-6





The issue is the death penalty did not come into existence when the law was given to Moses and then done away with in the New Testament; like tithing it existed before the law and continues on down through today. 





God of who it is said that he is the same yesterday today and forever; executed the death penalty, himself on numerous occasions. 

God Himself Executed The Death Penalty Upon Sinners





God executed the death penalty on the entire world except for Noah and his family in Genesis chapter 6 and 7.




God exercised the death penalty upon all the people of Sodom, except for Lot and part of his family. See Genesis 19. 





The New Testament also records a number of instances where God carried out the death penalty against selected individuals. God took the life of 
Ananias, because he lied to the Holy Ghost. His wife suffered the same fate. See Acts 5:1-11. God used an angel to carry out the death penalty against Herod. Acts 12:23. 



No place in the Bible do we find a clear repeal of the death penalty




Jesus clearly stated that he did not come to destroy the Old Testament Law.
Mt. 5:17-18  What about the teaching of Mt. 5;38-39 In the Sermon on the Mount? 

· Well first of all you will note that Jesus left out the life for life part from Deu.19:21

· Secondly Jesus is not arguing against the principle of a life for a life. Rather He is speaking to the issue of our personal desire for vengeance.  He is not denying the power and responsibility of the government. 

· In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus is speaking to individuals . He is telling Christians that they should not try to replace the power of the government. Jesus does not deny the power and authority of government, but rather He calls individual Christians to love their enemies and turn the other cheek

-- Note  Also you need to note that the blow to the cheek was not on the left cheek which would be the normal cheek to receive a blow from a right handed man who would be trying to harm or kill you, but it was a blow to the right cheek which would be a back hand often associated with and insult.  God is not teaching us not to defend ourselves but he is teaching that we ought to do away with our pride that wants to retaliate. 

3. What about the Woman Taken In Adultery????


Some have said that Jesus set aside capital punishment in John 8 when He did not call for the woman caught in adultery to be stoned. But remember the context. The Pharisees were trying to trap Jesus between the Roman law and the Mosaic Law. vs. 6 If He said that they should stone her, He would break the Roman law. If He refused to allow them to stone her, He would break the Mosaic law (Lev. 20:10; Deut. 22:22). 

Jesus' answer avoided the conflict: He said that he who was without sin should cast the first stone. Since He did teach that a stone be thrown (John 8:7), this is not an abolition of the death penalty. 





The New Testament book of Romans in chapter 13 the death penalty is strongly 
implied here, though unstated. See Romans 13:1-7. The ruler "is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is 
the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil." (Romans 13:4). The sword is the death weapon, not a paddle. 

4.  The Death Penalty Is The Foundation Of Salvation





From a human standpoint the death penalty executed on Jesus Christ was unjust, but from a Divine standpoint it was only justice. How could this be? He was guilty of 
no sin or stain, therefore man was wrong in putting Him to death! Yet, He "bore our sins in his own body on the tree”, therefore from God's standpoint He had to die for justice to be done. See I Peter 2:24 and II Corinthians 5:21. I as a sinner deserved to die, but Jesus died in my place. Only in this manner could both LAW and GRACE be satisfied. Only in this manner could God's JUSTICE and MERCY be satisfied. 





If there had been no death penalty at the time of the cross, there could be no salvation for the sinner today. If the do-gooders could have frustrated the purpose of God by repealing the death penalty among the Romans and Jews, we would all be lost in our sin today!!!! 

5. There Is An Eternal Death Penalty For The Unsaved





Every unsaved person who remains in that condition will suffer an ETERNAL DEATH PENALTY. "The soul that sinneth, it shall die." (Ezekiel 18:4). "Sin when it is finished, bringeth forth death." (James 1:15). "The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God." (Psalms 9:17). "And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire." (Revelation 20:15). 

Yes, there is indeed an eternal death penalty for everyone who refuses to repent and believe on Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. "And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. THIS IS THE SECOND DEATH." (Revelation 20:14). 

Some of the same scriptures that tell us of this "ETERNAL DEATH PENALTY", also tell us of a way to have eternal life and to escape the second death. "For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord." (Romans 6:23). "He that believeth on him is not condemned; but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. . . He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him." (John 3:18,36). 

We ene with the words of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who alone is able to save from this eternal death penalty. "I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins." (John 8:24).

IS ABORTION A VIOLATION OF THE 6TH COMMANDMENT?

1. The Answer To That Question Is Absolutely YES. Abortion is Murder

 
Our minds have been conditioned to accept the idea that an unborn baby is something less than human. We constantly hear the unborn child called a "fetus". Somehow "fetus" does not quite sound human to most people. It is easier to think of destroying a fetus, than to think of killing a baby. 





But what the world calls a FETUS God calls a baby.


Note Matthew 1:18-20 18 ¶ Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.19  Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a publick example, was minded to put her away privily.20  But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.




You will see in verse 18 that it states that Mary was found with child.  At what point was she with a child??? Was it when she held him in her arms? Was it when she first felt him kick?





We are not left to doubt and question concerning this, note vs 20 That which was conceived was called a child.





Now note Luke 1:41 41  And it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost: Here we have Elizabeth who at the moment is carrying her husbands baby, she is visited by her cousin Mary the mother of Jesus.  When Mary comes into the presence of Elizabeth the Babe leaps in her womb.  Not a fetus but a baby.  This is the very same word used of Jesus in Luke 2:12,16 12  And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger   16  And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 




The baby sleeping in the manger was no more or any less a baby then the babe in the womb. 

2. God In His Bible Addresses Those In The Womb As Persons and Not As a Mass Of Material Identified as a Fetus. 





THE BIRTH OF JEREMIAH. God told Jeremiah: "Before I formed thee in the belly I 

knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations." Jer. 1:5. God formed him in his mother's body, but God knew him before he was formed, and ordained him a prophet unto the nations. What if his mother had sought an abortion?





THE BIRTH OF ISAIAH. "The Lord formed me from the womb to be his servant." Isa. 49:5. 

JOB "Thou hast clothed me with skin and flesh, and has fenced me with bones and sinews." Job 10:11. 





PAUL  But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and 





called me by his grace . . . " Gal. 1:15 

These scriptures make it plain, that God forms the babe in the womb, clothes it with skin and flesh, gives the bone and sinew and then separates it from the womb. There is no room for abortion.

THE BIRTH OF DAVID. "Thou hast covered me in my mother's womb. My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret . . . Thine eyes did seemy substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were written, 
which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them." Psa.139:13-16. 





It was David in the womb, not just a little bundle of nerves and muscle. God saw him, formed him and caused the record book on high to contain this information. David testifies in Psa. 51:5, "Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me." It was David that was conceived, it was David that was shapened or given shape in the womb. If David's mother had obtained an abortion, it would have been murder!




These verses force us to conclude that to take a baby by abortion is to take a human life.  When it is premeditated and taken for any other reason except the very rare danger of death to the mother, then it absolutely must be considered MURDER a violation of the 6th commandment. 

The Seventh Commandment 

Scripture: Exodus 20:14

Thou Shat Not Commit Adultery

Today we come to the 7th Commandment of the 10 Thou shalt not commit adultery. The culture we live in today scoffs at the concept of one woman for one man in the confines of marriage. A study of 104 leading television writers and executives conducted by the Center for Media and Public Affairs, study found that Hollywood’s views run far from the mainstream of public opinion. Some examples: 


Though 85 percent of Americans believe adultery is wrong, only 49 percent of TV writers and executives do.. -- Reported in Newsweek, 7/20/92, "To Verify," Leadership.

We live in a world where nearly 50% of all men say they have committed adultery, (Ill. That is just the number that will admit to it! Researchers estimate the nearly two-thirds of all married men will commit adultery before the age of 40.) 41% of married women also say they are guilty of this sin. 

The sad thing is statistics are just as bad for those who claim Christianity! Christianity Today did a random sampling of 1000 subscribers and questioned them on the matter of Adultery. 45% said they had acted inappropriately and 23% said they had committed adultery. 

 One-fifth of youth lose their virginity before the age of 13! It is no wonder that AIDs, sexually transmitted diseases and unwanted pregnancies are on the increase. It can all be traced back to a lack of morality and standards at home! When children see their parents living immoral lives, it sends the massage that sexual immorality is good and acceptable. Billy Graham, in a recent survey, found that 40% of youth in Bible believing, evangelical churches were sexually active. He also found that 60% of single adults in these churches were not only sexually active, but over half reported having multiple partners!

I want you to know that God is still against adultery! He still hates it and is still punishing those who are guilty of it. 

THE COMMAND DEFINED AND THE EVIL IN BREAKING IT.

1. Adultery is voluntary sexual intercourse between a married person and 



another person - whether married or not - other than their spouse.  






It is a sin that goes beyond the actual sex act. Mt 5:27¶  Ye have heard that it was said by them of 


old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery:Mt 5:28  But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her 

hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.
2.  Though Hollywood May Promote It As Acceptable and Desirable God Strongly 
Condemns It. 



The book of Job calls it heinous. 




Job 31:11 For this is an heinous crime; yea, it is an iniquity to be punished by the judges. 



Heinous = shockingly evil outrageous

 The book of Jeremiah calls it villany. 




Jeremiah 29:23 Because they have committed villany in Israel, and have committed adultery with 



their neighbours' wives, and have spoken lying words in my name, which I have not commanded 



them; even I know, and am a witness, saith the Lord. 



Joseph saw it as wickedness when Potiphars wife encouraged him to commit it. 



Gen. 39:7 ¶ And it came to pass after these things, that his master's wife cast her eyes upon Joseph; and she said, Lie with me.8  But he refused, and said unto his master's wife, Behold, my master wotteth not what is with me in the house, and he hath committed all that he hath to my hand 
9  There is none greater in this house than I; neither hath he kept back any thing from me but thee, because thou art his  wife: how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?
The Old Testament Law Demanded Death To Those Who Committed This Sin

Lev. 20:10 ¶ And the man that committeth adultery with another man's wife, even he that committeth adultery with his neighbour's wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death.

David in Committing This Sin With Bathsheba viewed it as a sin not only against he and his wife but as a sin directly against God. 

4  Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou 
speakest,and be clear when thou judges





Note he readily identifies it as Evil. 




Ezekiel 22:11 calls adultery an ‘abomination’ 

Leviticus 18:20, Numbers 5:13, Ezekiel 33:26 says that both parties to an illicit union are ‘defiled’ by what they have done 

Adultery is even listed in the offences which defile the land of Cannan causing the land to ‘vomit out its inhabitants’ (Leviticus 18:20, 24-25). 

3. The Positive Side Of The Command. 




Though this command seems to be only in the negative, ie. Thou shalt not, in reality God is very much for sex in the marriage. When God says Thou shalt not commit adultery he at the same time is saying Thou shalt enjoy thy spouse in the confines of marriage.  The Bible tells us in Hebrews 13:4   Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but 
whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.




God created the institution of marriage for three main reasons

· a. Companionship Ge 2:18¶  And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.

· For pleasure Prov. 5:15-18 15 ¶ Drink waters out of thine own cistern, and running waters out of thine own well. 16  Let thy fountains be dispersed abroad, and rivers of waters in the streets.17  Let them be only thine own, and not strangers' with thee.18 Let thy fountain be blessed: and rejoice with the wife of thy youth.
· c. For procreation . Ge 1:28  And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every iving thing that moveth upon the earth.





The Bible and God are not trying to keep both young and old from enjoying the physical pleasure of sex. God created sex not just for procreation but for pleasure.



 Illustration:  Gasoline has tremendous power.  It can be used to cause tremendous explosions 



and fire which destroys everything around it.  But when it is harnessed in the gasoline motor it can 



bring about tremendous blessings in the energy it produces to run automobiles, and other labor 



saving equipment.  So it is with our sexuality that God has created in us, it is tremendously 




powerful, but if it is not harnessed in the confines of marriage it can only hurt and destroy.   Later on 



we will speak of how it destroys. 

4.  This Command Can Be View Also In a Much Larger Scale, Not Only Is It Saying A 
Person Should Not Cheat In Their Marriage. But In Reality It Forbids All Sex Outside Of Marriage. 






This commandment strikes not only at adultery, but also fornication. Galatians 5:19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 






This command is against incest, rape, sodomy and all unnatural sexual relationships.  





Leviticus 20:15-16 And if a man lie with a beast, he shall surely be put to death: and ye shall slay 
the beast. [16] And if a woman approach unto any beast, and lie down thereto, thou shalt kill the woman, and the beast: they shall surely be put to death; their blood shall be upon them. 





2 Samuel 13:4 And he said unto him, Why art thou, being the king's son, lean from day to day? wilt 
thou not tell me? And Amnon said unto him, I love Tamar, my brother Absalom's sister. 

Romans 1:24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: 

Romans 1:26-27 For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature: [27] And likewise also the men, leaving the 
natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompense of their error which was meet. 





1 Cor. 5:1 It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is 






not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father's wife. 





This commandment strictly forbids divorce and remarriage.

Mr 10:11  And he saith unto them, Whosoever shall put away his wife, and marry another, committeth adultery against her.



 


Mr 10:12  And if a woman shall put away her husband, and be married to another, she committeth adultery.







God condemns sex outside the confines of marriage. 

5. This Commandment Condemns Those Who Forbid Marriage. (Such as the 


Roman Catholics Do to their priests.)




1 Tim. 4:3 Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to 




be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth. 

6. This Commandment Is More than Just Sex with Someone Other Than Your 





Spouse But It Is Perjury Against God. 






Perjury -- A violation of an oath or a vow. When you take the vow that goes something like the following



(name)______Wilt thou have this woman to be thy wedded wife, to live together 



according to God’s ordinance in the holy estate of matrimony? Wilt thou love her, comfort 


her, honour,  and keep her, in sickness and in health and forsaking all other keep thee only 


unto her, so long as you both shall live?




You must realize that you have entered into a Covenant relationship which involves 
3 parties and not two.  Note  Mal.2:14-16

14  Yet ye say, Wherefore? Because the LORD hath been witness between thee and the wife of thy youth, against whom thou hast dealt treacherously: yet is she thy companion, and the wife of thy covenant.

15  And did not he make one? Yet had he the residue of the spirit. And wherefore one? That he might seek a godly seed. Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal treacherously against the wife of his youth.

16  For the LORD, the God of Israel, saith that he hateth putting away: for one covereth violence with his garment, saith the LORD of hosts: therefore take heed to your spirit, that ye deal not treacherously

 NOW LET US CONSIDER SOME OF THE CHALLENGES THIS COMMAND LAYS BEFORE OUR HEARTS. 

1. This Command Challenges Us To Watch What We Read




Do we fill our minds with unhealthy thoughts through what we read?





Philip. 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, 




whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if 



there be any praise, think on these things. 

· There are some books and magazines that you have no business reading. Playboy, Penthouse, etc should not be found in your presences. Romance novels are often destructive to the minds of the girls who read them.  

2. This Commandment challenges our company.






We like Joseph ought to avoid certain people. 



Genesis 39:10 And it came to pass, as she spake to Joseph day by day, that he hearkened not unto 





her, to lie by her, or to be with her. 






We need to heed the wisdom of Solomon  Prov.5:1-8

1 ¶ My son, attend unto my wisdom, and bow thine ear to my understanding:

2  That thou mayest regard discretion, and that thy lips may keep knowledge.

3  For the lips of a strange woman drop as an honeycomb, and her mouth is smoother than oil:

4  But her end is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a twoedged sword.

5  Her feet go down to death; her steps take hold on hell.

6  Lest thou shouldest ponder the path of life, her ways are moveable, that thou canst not know them.

7  Hear me now therefore, O ye children, and depart not from the words of my mouth.






8  Remove thy way far from her, and come not nigh the door of her house:




Though this speaks of the woman as the enticer and the male the victim; but the principles are just as valid for daughters as they are for sons.  A man can romance a girl, sweet talk her and promise her the moon, but all he really wants is to get her into bed.  Girls you are a fool if you do not involve your Dad in counsel about boys 






This command challenges us to watch our company. 

3. This Command Challenges To Watch What We Allow Mind to Dwell Upon .




Matthew 5:28 But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart. 




This sin begins with a look then a thought which moves upon the will, then the performance of the act. What do we feed our minds with? 



ILLUS: There is a story of two Buddhist monks walking in a drenching thunderstorm. They came to a stream, and it was swollen out of its banks. A beautiful young Japanese woman in a kimono stood there wanting to get to the other side but was afraid of the currents. In characteristic Buddhist compassion, one of the monks said, "Can I help you?" The woman said, "I need to cross this stream." The monk picked her up, put her on his shoulder, carried her through the water, and put her down on the other side. He and his companion went on to the monastery. That night his companion said to him, "I have a bone to pick with you. As Buddhist monks, we have taken vows not to look on a woman, much less touch her body. Back there by the river you did both." The first monk said, "My brother, I put that woman down on the other side of the river. You’re still carrying her in your mind." -- John Claypool, "The Future and Forgetting," Preaching Today, Tape No. 109

3.
This Commandment Challenges What We Look At.  




Job 31:1 I made a covenant with mine eyes; why then should I think upon a maid? 




2 Peter 2:14 Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an 





heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children: 




We need to get a handle on what we allow into our minds through our eyes. 





Illustration: Suppose, one afternoon, one of your neighbors came to your door and said   




     
        something like this. 

"Mary and I would like to invite you over this evening..." 

"Why, thank you!" you say, innocently enough. 

"Wait, wait, that's not all. We would like to invite you to come into our bedroom and watch us while we have sex. It could be a really exciting time for all of us." 

You recoil in horror. "Jane and I couldn't do that. You see, we're Christians." 

"Oh, I see," he says, scratching his head. "That could be a little much. I'll tell you what! We have a video camera. Why don't you let us tape our lovemaking session, and I'll just bring it over in the morning. You could then watch whenever you wanted." 

You explain that this wouldn't be possible either. 

I don't understand," he says, with a puzzled look. "Last week you invited us over and we all watched that movie on your VCR. It had a couple of really good bedroom scenes in it. Why are you willing to watch another's man wife, but not mine? Mary may not be the best looking..." 

It is at this point that you interrupt and explain that Mary's looks have nothing to do with it. You go on to explain that you are not ordinary Christians. You belong to that special breed of Christians called hypocrites. 

Is hypocrisy too strong a word? I don't believe so. Many Christians are willing to watch, through a projector at the moves, a VCR or DVD player at home , what they wouldn't dream of watching in person. You couldn't get them into a topless bar, and yet they cheerfully go to films where they see far more. It is hypocrisy and it promotes the sin or adultery

4. This Commandment Challenges Idleness.






David’s sin with Bathsheba took place at the time when Kings were to go forth to war, but David stay home and was idle. 

2Samuel 11:1 ¶ And it came to pass, after the year was expired, at the time when kings go forth to battle, that David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the children of Ammon, and besieged Rabbah. But David tarried still at Jerusalem.


2 Samuel 11:4 And David sent messengers, and took her; and she came in unto him, and he lay with her; for she was purified from her uncleanness: and she returned unto her house. 






Part of the cause of the sin of Sodom was idleness. 

Ezekiel 16:49 Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, fulness of bread, and abundance of idleness was in her and in her daughters, neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy. 

5 Because Men Are Affected So Greatly By What They See This Command 


Challenges Us How To Dress. 




Proverbs 7:10 And, behold, there met him a woman with the attire of an harlot, and subtil of heart. 




1 Tim. 2:9 In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with 






shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array


Isa. 47:2  Take the millstones, and grind meal: uncover thy locks, make bare the leg, uncover the thigh, pass over the rivers.




3  Thy nakedness shall be uncovered, yea, thy shame shall be seen: I will take vengeance, and I will not meet thee as a 



man.




The uncovering of the thigh is associated with nakedness. 

 NEXT I WOULD HAVE YOU TO CONSIDER THE CONSEQUENCES OF 

BREAKING THIS COMMAND. 

1. First Of All We Must Understand As With All Sin The Breaking Of This Command Calls For Death.  



1. Romans 6:23 The wages of sin is death. 




a. All sin must be paid for by death, either yours in eternal death, or Jesus death upon the cross. 




b. It ought to break our hearts to realize that Jesus had to suffer for our sinful acts. 




c. This sin will bring the judgment of God upon one’s life. 

1 Cor. 6:9 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 




Hebrews 13:4 Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and 






adulterers God will judge. 

2. There Is Also A Reaping For Sin In Our Own Personal Lives. 

     1. Ga 6:7  Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.



2. David reaped the sin from his adulterous affair with Bathsheba




a. His own familiar friend Ahithophel betrayed him




b. His Son Amnon raped his half sister Tamar




c. Amnon is killed by Absalom




d. Absalom overthrows his own Father from the throne. 

3. There Are Consequences for the Sin of Adultery It brings Incredible Damage To One’s Spouse. 





When a man and woman marry, they become one flesh. (Gen. 2:24.) When one of the partners joins with a person outside that marriage contract, they have broken that bond and have joined with another – 1 Cor. 6:16





Adultery says to the innocent spouse, "You weren’t good enough for me." Adultery has the power to destroy that honor that is to be given to the other partner.  Marriage is to be built upon trust but adultery destroys trust! Innocent spouse will have a hard time ever trusting the other spouse!

4 .Adultery is also an attack at one’s children! 
Ill. David’s children followed in his footsteps. Amnon raped his half-sister Tamar. Absolom took his father’s 
concubines unto himself. Sexual immorality has a way of filtering down to the children. One’s spiritual influence is also compromised when we stoop to committing adultery. Children lose respect for a parent that destroys the family over illicit and indecent pleasures.




This sin divides families.




Luke 11:17 But he, knowing their thoughts, said unto them, Every kingdom divided against itself is 





brought to desolation; and a house divided against a house falleth. 

5. Adultery Affects The Country Nationally.





Someone has said, "After a study of 88 civilizations I have come to the conclusion that a human society is free to choose either to display great energy or to enjoy sexual freedom it cannot have both."




Proverbs 14:34 Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people. 





Adultery degrades people, physically, emotionally, culturally and spiritually. "Unless there is a change in America we are doomed to the ash heap. No civilisation, no nation, no 
empire has survived obsession with sex and impurity. This disease is eating the heart out of America."





Society is a union of families this sin destroys and eats at the very heart of a stable society

 6.  Adultery Will Effect Yourself 

There will be a terrible price to pay for crossing that line – Pro. 6:26-29; 32-33.  Committing adultery will your destroy witness and testimony. When you commit adultery just try to tell a sinner how he can be saved! (Ill. Nathan’s words to David still ring true today, 2 Sam. 12:14.)14  Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, the child also that is born unto thee shall surely die.

 HOW MIGHT THIS SIN BE AVOIDED

1 The Chief Way To Avoid Sexual Sin Is To Get Married. 1Cor. 7:2

2. Secondly if You Are Married Render Due Benevolence To Your Spouse 1Cor. 7:3-5




Physical relationships within a marriage are not only a privilege and a pleasure but they also are a responsibility.  Failure to submit to your spouse in the area of sex is to defraud your partner. 

3. Determine with David To Walk With A Perfect Heart, and Not To Have Any Wicked Thing Before Your Eyes Ps. 101:2-3

2  I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way. O when wilt thou come unto me? I will walk within my house with a perfect heart.

3  I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes: I hate the work of them that turn aside; it shall not cleave to me.
4. Avoid Flirty Relationships 



Stay far away from the person who is flirty, watch out for that "friendship" which could lead to other things. Beware that you never just "play around" with someone who is not your spouse! Often, simple flirtation leads to big time adultery! No one just wakes up one day and says "I think I’ll go out and 
commit adultery today." It is always the result of things building up on top of other things that leads to that point. If you can stay from those little things, the big one will never happen to you!

A WORD TO THOSE WHO HAVE COMMITTED THE SIN

1. Your Sin Can Be Forgiven 1Cor 6:9-11

9 ¶ Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind,

10  Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.

11  And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.

Those Who Have Committed This Sin Need To Confess it And Forsake It. 




There is no forgiveness without true repentance, confessing the sin, and forsaking the sin.
Pr 28:13¶  He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.




Jesus said to the woman taken in adultery Go and sin no more John 8:11. 

1Jo 1:9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness



 If your past is something that you view with remorse, let me remind you that the most famous adulterer in human history was David the king, who is a type of Christ, the father of Messiah, the man after God's heart. In the genealogy of Jesus there is a prostitute, Rahab, and Judah, the visitor of prostitutes. The Bible has sexual sin sewn throughout it, and it also has the redemptive work of God.




 David reaped his sin but he was not forsaken of God. 

The Eighth Commandment 

Scripture: Exodus 20:15

Thou Shat Not Steal 
THOU SHALT NOT STEAL

Intro: Many are the lives that have been touched by theft. Millions of dollars are lost every year in this country over the theft of goods and services. One estimate says that 1 out of every 52 shopper’s carries something out of the supermarket for which they haven’t paid. According to the U.S. Department of Commerce, 4 million people are caught shoplifting every year. But for every one caught, 35 others get away with it. This means that there are over 140 million incidents of shoplifting every year in America! What’s really tragic is that only 10% of all shoplifters come from low incomes. 70% are middle class and 20% are classified as wealthy.

These facts are astounding! America appears to be a country of thieves. I suppose that if everyone who was guilty of theft were arrested, there would be no jails to hold them, nor arresting officers to lock them up! One new hotel reported that in their 10 months of operation, they lost 38,000 spoon, 18,000 towels, 355 silver coffee pots, 1,500 silver finger bowls and 100 Bible to thieves.

Some People Will Still Anything

ILLUS: A London taxi driver used to wrap up his garbage each day and leave it in the backseat of his cab. Always by the end of the day, it was gone. Someone had taken it and gotten a big surprise. -- Robert C. Shannon, 1000 Windows, (Cincinnati, Ohio: Standard Publishing Company, 1997).

Regardless of the reason, stealing is wrong! God, in these verses condemns it and declares it to be a sin. Tonight, we note the 8th commandment of the 10 commandments. Go with me as we 1). Consider how this commandment is broken 2) The basic motivation of the sin 3) The consequences of this sin, and 4) How we might avoid comitting this sin.  

THE COMMAND IS “Thou shalt not steal”. 

1. First Let Me Say That  This Command Does Away With The Thought of 


Communism 






Communism teaches that everybody should have common ownership. That’s not what we find in the word of God, God doesn’t mind us having things. Acts 5:3  But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep backpartt of the price of the land?4  Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.

2. Secondly This Command Goes Far Beyond Armed Robbery






We often think of this command only in the sense of bank robbery, a quick stop grocery


hold up, the pickpocket and the shoplifter.  But this command encompasses a lot more.  






We Break This Command By; 

· embezzlement  that is the misuse of something entrusted to us.
· extortion, which is ripping people off by over charging. 







--Luke 3:12-13 instructs the tax-collector saying:12  Then came also publicans to be baptized, 






and said unto him, Master, what shall we do?13  And he said unto them, Exact no more than that which is 






appointed you.
· Shops and business can steal from us by short changing people.

Amos 8:4 ¶ Hear this, O ye that swallow up the needy, even to make the poor of the land to fail, 5  Saying, When will the new moon be gone, that we may sell corn? and the sabbath, that we may set forth wheat, making the ephah small, and the shekel great, and falsifying the balances by deceit?




 Pr 11:1 1 ¶ A false balance is abomination to the LORD: but a just weight is his delight 

 Pr 16:11 ¶ A just weight and balance are the LORD'S: all the weights of the bag are his work.

Pr 20:10 ¶ Divers weights, and divers measures, both of them are alike abomination to the LORD.

Pr 20:23 ¶ Divers weights are an abomination unto the LORD; and a false balance is not good.

Le 19:35  Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment, in meteyard, in weight, or in measure.

 Le 19:36  Just balances, just weights, a just ephah, and a just hin, shall ye have: I am the LORD your God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt.

·  Bankruptcy can be stealing. Someone changes all their property and assets into their wives name and then they go bust. Perhaps they get going again but fail to pay up.

· Failure to pay debt. It is not a sin to borrow the Lord borrowed a colt. It is a sin to borrow with no intention of paying back that’s just stealing.

· We could be guilty of stealing by breaching copyright. Be careful when copying tapes and music

· An employer? He can steal from employees by not giving a full days pay for a full days work

James 5:4  Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth.

· An employee can still from his employer  by not giving  an honest day of work for an honest day of pay. By starting  later than we say, finishing  earlier than we should.  By claiming  sick pay when we are not sick at all. By taking longer breaks than permitted. By phone calls made and items we remove without permission.

· A student can commit this sin by stealing an answer off another’s test paper. A true story is told about a young man who wrote on his exam paper this answer to a question. "I don’t know," The fellow beside him who was copying put down, "Me neither."

· What about stealing from the government especially in the area of income tax? 







--Luke 20:22-25 22  Is it lawful for us to give tribute unto Caesar, or no?23  But he perceived their 







craftiness, and said unto them, Why tempt ye me?24  Shew me a penny. Whose image and superscription 






hath it? They answered and said, Caesar's.25  And he said unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the 






things which be Caesar's, and unto God the things which be God's.







Romans 13: ¶ Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; 






fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour.. 

· Gambling is a form of stealing. You are getting something you haven’t worked for. Something that wasn’t willingly given to you. The lottery is a national shame.

· Accepting incorrect change

· Not challenging a bill that you know is incorrect in your favor (we’ll quickly challenge a bill that costs us more than what we think is right, but an error in our favor, we chalk up as a blessing from God and never bother to check it out; most businesses, especially restaurants, will probably leave the bill as is if you are honest and tell them they under charged.)



the error was in your favor; do you know how powerful a testimony it is for you to 



go back to that cashier and tell them that they under-charged you!?)

· Allowing a friend to use your employee deduction (depends on the wording of the deduction – usually limited to you and your family members; your intent is not to steal – only to help out a friend; result is the same though)

· I order the all you can eat crab legs and you order a salad, when my crabs’ come we share

· By cutting corners on the job we perform .

ILLUS: John Smith was a loyal carpenter, working for a very successful building contractor who called him into his office one day and said, "John, I’m putting you in charge of the next house we build. I want you to order all the materials and oversee the whole job from the ground up." John accepted the assignment with great enthusiasm and excitement. For ten days before ground was broken at the building site, John studied the blueprints. He checked every measurement, every specification. Suddenly he had a thought. "If I am really in charge," he said to himself, "why couldn’t I cut a few corners, use less expensive materials, and put the extra money in my pocket? Who would know the difference? Once the house is painted, it will look just great." So John set about his scheme. He ordered second-grade lumber, but his reports indicated that it was top-grade. He ordered inexpensive concrete for the foundation, put in cheap wiring, and cut every corner he could, yet he reported the purchase of much better materials. When the home was completed and fully painted, he asked the contractor to come and see it. "John," said the contractor, "what a magnificent job you have done! You have been such a good and faithful carpenter all these years that I have decided to show my gratitude by giving you this house you have built, as a gift!" --James S. Hewett, Illustrations Unlimited (Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc, 1988) pp. 288-289.

· By not giving our tithe


Malachi 3:8 Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.  We rob God when we do not give our tithe.We ought to make it a practice to give to God first trusting him to take care of our lives. 

ILLUS: There was a knock on the door of the hut occupied by a missionary in Africa. Answering, the missionary found one of the native boys holding a large fish in his hands. The boy said, "Reverend, you taught us what tithing is, so here--I’ve brought you my tithe." As the missionary gratefully took the fish, he questioned the young lad. "If this is your tithe, where are the other nine fish?" At this, the boy beamed and said, "Oh, they’re still back in the river. I’m going back to catch them now. --James S. Hewett, Illustrations Unlimited (Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc,1988), p. 458.




-- There would be little needs for the church if all its members tithed. 





Illus. 

The day the church treasurer resigned the church asked the local grain elevator manager to take the position. He agreed under two conditions. That no treasurer’s report would be given for the first year. That no questions be asked about finances during that year. The people were surprised but finally agreed since most of them did business with him and he was a trusted man. At the end of the year he gave his report: The church indebtedness of $228,000 [had] been paid. The minister’s salary had been increased by 8%. The Cooperative Program gifts [had] been paid 200%. There were no outstanding bills. There was a cash balance of $11,252! Immediately the shocked congregation asked, "How did you do it? Where did the money come from?" He quietly answered: "Most of you bring your grain to my elevator. Throughout the year I simply withheld ten percent on your behalf and gave it to the church in your name. You didn’t even miss it!" "Do you see what we could do for the Lord if we were all willing to give at least the tithe to God, who really owns it?" So the new treasurer had made his point. --James Carter

THE ROOT CAUSE OF THIS SIN.

1 The Lack Of Faith In Trusting God






The man who steals does so on many occasions because he does not  really believe that he can trust God to provide for my needs.”  God has promised to take care of your needs? 





  Psalm 23; The Lord is my shepherd I shall not want. 

Matt. 625 ¶ Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink;nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?
26  Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?) Then why don’t you do things 

b. Mal. 3:8-12  Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.9  Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.10  Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.11  And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts.12  And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the LORD of hosts.

THE CONSEQUENCES OF THIS SIN

1 Short Term Enjoyment 

Jeremiah 17:11 As the partridge sitteth on eggs, and hatcheth them not; so he that getteth riches, and not by right, shall leave them in the midst of his days, and at his and shall be a fool. 


    
Pr 13:11 ¶ Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished: but he that gathereth by labour shall increase.




The man who works for what he has will enjoy it more. 





24  There is nothing better for a man, than that he should eat and drink, and that he should make his soul 





enjoy good in his labour. This also I saw, that it was from the hand of God.

2. There Are Long Term Consequences for the Thief. 


For the Lost man .1 Cor. 6:9 ¶ Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived:  neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind 10  Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God



For the child of God there will be the chastisement   

We need to follow the example of Zacchaeus Luke 19:8 8  And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold. 





We need to confess our sin and make restitution. 

HOW MIGHT I AVOID THIS SIN

1. First Off You Need To Go To Work. 


Ephes. 4:28 Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he 1may have to give to him that needeth. 





Contrary to popular belief, work is not a curse! It is a means, ordained by God, whereby people can obtain the resources they need to function in the world. In fact, work is glorified by God – 2 Thes. 3:10.10  For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat.





Just quit being a bum and go to work. God’s will is that we obtain the things in life we need by the labor of our hands!






i, Genesis 2:15  Man was created to work 






ii, Ecc. 2:24,  3:13 tells us that there is fulfillment in life through work. 





Just get a job and go to work than you will not have to steal. 


Many years ago, a wise old king called his wise men together and gave them a commission. "I want you to compile for me the wisdom of the ages. Put it in book form so we might leave it to posterity." The wise men left the king and worked for a long period of time. They finally returned with twelve volumes and proudly proclaimed that this truly was "the wisdom of the ages." The king looked at the twelve volumes and said, "Gentlemen, I’m certain this is the wisdom of the ages and that it contains the knowledge we should leave to mankind. However, it is too long and I fear that people will not read it. Condense it!" Again the wise men worked long and hard before they returned with only one volume. The king, However, knew that it was still too lengthy so he commanded them to further condense their work. The wise men reduced the volume to a chapter, then to a page, then to a paragraph, and finally to a sentence. When they wise old king saw the sentence he was absolutely elated. "Gentlemen," he said, "This is truly the wisdom of the ages, and as soon as all men everywhere learn this truth, then most of our problems will be solved." The sentence simply said, "There ain’t no free lunch." - Zig Ziglar 






Note the three things this verse teaches us. 







a. It teaches us to be honest  steal no more







b. Secondly it teaches us to be industrious  rather let him labour







c. Thirdly it teaches us that we out to be generous to others less fortunate as 







ourselves; give to him that needeth.  





-- God blesses us to be a blessing to others





ILLUS:

. 
One winter’s night in 1935, it is told, Fiorello LaGuardia, the irrepressible mayor of New York, showed up at a night court in the poorest ward of the city. He dismissed the judge for the evening and took over the bench. That night a tattered old woman, charged with stealing a loaf of bread, was brought before him. She defended herself by saying, "My daughter’s husband has deserted her. She is sick, and her children are starving." 


The shopkeeper refused to drop the charges, saying, "It’s a bad neighborhood, your honor, and she’s got to be punished to teach other people a lesson." LaGuardia sighed. He turned to the old woman and said, "I’ve got to punish you; the law makes no exceptions. Ten dollars or ten days in jail." 


However, even while pronouncing sentence, LaGuardia reached into his pocket, took out a ten-dollar bill, and threw it into his hat with these famous words: "Here’s the ten-dollar fine, which I now remit, and furthermore, I’m going to fine everyone in the courtroom fifty cents for living in a town where a person has to steal bread so that her grandchildren can eat. Mr. Bailiff, collect the fines and give them to the defendant." 


The following day, a New York newspaper reported: "Forty-seven dollars and fifty cents was turned over to a bewildered old grandmother who had stolen a loaf of bread to feed her starving grandchildren. Making forced donations were a red-faced storekeeper, seventy petty criminals, and a few New York policemen." 

-- Jim Danielson, Kingsford, Missouri. Leadership, Vol. 11, no. 2.

To Avoid Stealing Go To Work 
2. Secondly To Avoid Stealing Learn To Be Content. 






Seeing what others have and wanting to have it (covetousness) makes thieves out of people. . We need to be content with what God has given us. 





Hebrews 13:5-6   Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as 
ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.6  So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.


.1 Tim. 6:6 ¶ But godliness with contentment is great gain.7  For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.8  And having food and raiment let us be therewith content.9  But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which 
drown men in destruction and perdition.10  For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 

The Ninth Commandment 

Scripture: Exodus 20:16

Thou Shat Not Bear False Witness Against Thy Neighbor
Intro: 


The Leo Burnett advertising agency did a nationwide telephone survey a few years ago on lying, cataloging when we lie, how we lie, and why we lie.

The results were interesting.

Ninety-one percent of all Americans confessed that they regularly lied. 

Seventy-nine percent had given out false phone numbers or invented new identities when meeting strangers on airplanes. 

One out of every five admitted that they couldn’t get through even one day without going along with a previously manufactured lie.

The survey revealed that we lie about the most about our weight,  between our income, our weight, or our age? It’s our weight! Which is kind of funny, as that’s the one truth no lie could ever conceal. In second place was money, and third was our age. 

.

The surveyed revealed that people no longer seem to care about lying. We accept it. It doesn’t bother us. We don’t get upset anymore when someone exaggerates, falsifies, fabricates, or misrepresents the truth. We live in a day when we’ve been bombarded with erased tapes, tampered evidence, illicit cover-ups, padded resumes, and exaggerated ads ¡V to the point that we’ve pretty much given up on truth being a viable enterprise. The study found that in the past, people thought lying was wrong. Now, almost half of all Americans say it isn’t.

James Emery White, You Can Experience an Authentic Life (Nashville: Word Publishing, 2000), 121-122

Leonard Sweet, in his Soul Cafe newsletter, included this list of "Top 10 Liars’ Lies":

10. We’ll stay only five minutes. 

  9. This will be a short meeting. 

  8. I’ll respect you in the morning. 

  7. The check is in the mail. 

  6. I’m from the government, and I’m here to help you. 

  5. This hurts me more than it hurts you.

  4. Your money will be cheerfully refunded. 

  3. We service what we sell.

  2. Your table will be ready in just a minute. 

  1. I’ll start exercising (dieting, forgiving, ...) tomorrow.

 WHAT THE COMMANDMENT FORBIDS

1. This Command Deals Primarily With Lying



Particularly it deals with bearing false witness in a court situation; but all forms of lying are condemned in this commandment.  This commandment ensured a fair trial and that justice would be done.


The original setting of the ninth commandment was a legal one, but it came to apply to truth-telling in all areas of life. In ancient Israel an accused person would be brought before a court of elders, and people would testify against them. The commandment required that witnesses tell the truth, so people were protected from being falsely accused. In the book of Proverbs, among seven things the Lord hates is ‘a false witness that speaketh lies’ ’ (6:19a). 


Because of the possibility of false testimony, the Old Testament contained regulations about the conduct of trials. 30  Whoso killeth any person, the murderer shall be put to death by the mouth of witnesses: but one witness shall not testify against any person to cause him to die.’ (Numbers 35:30). De 19:15  One witness shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity, or for any sin, in any sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall the matter be established.(Deuteronomy 19:15). 

   
If there was suspicion that witnesses were not telling the truth, they were to be examined. If it was found that the witness was lying then he would receive the punishment that would of went ot a guilty person Deuteronomy 19: 18-19 says .18  And the judges shall make diligent inquisition: and, behold, if the witness be a false witness, and hath testified falsely against his brother;19  Then shall ye do unto him, as he had thought to have done unto his brother: so shalt thou put the evil away from among you.20  And those which remain shall hear, and fear, and shall henceforth commit no more any such evil among you. 



An example of exactly this punishment is in the book of Esther, where the treacherous Haman, 

who had plotted the murder of Mordechai and the genocide of the Jews, is hanged on the very gallows 

that he had planned for Mordechai (Esther 7:9-10), 


2. Some Examples of How This Commandment Is Violated. 

· The lie of Malice ( A lie which is designed to do evil or harm someone else.)

When Queen Jezebel plotted to obtain Naboth vineyard and the two men sons of Belial said of Naboth that he “blaspmeme God and the king, and then carry him out, and stone him that he died.  1Ki, 21:10  They committed the lie of malice and broke the ninth commandment.



It was false witnesses that brought about the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. 

· The lie of deception






You could make a truthful statement, but say it in a way that you deceive another person. Pastor 





Adrian Rogers tells of a time when he was driving home with full knowledge of a burned out 





headlight. He was pulled over by a policemen who asked, ¡”id you know your headlight is out?

Wanting to avoid a ticket he raised his eyebrows and in a surprised tone said, “My headlight is burned out?” The officer let him go with a warning, but God did not. 

· The lie of slander (The utterance of false charges or misrepresentations which defame and damage another’s reputation. Websters )

This is what Satan did to God when he told Eve, 2  And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden:3  But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.4  And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:5For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.

· The lies of rumors and gossip. 

We need to check out every story before we pass it along, furthermore we do not have to repeat everything that has been told to us. Sometimes we don't even realize the story given to us was a lie.  Just because we do not know it is a lie however, doesn't make it any less dishonest. We must check the facts before we tell someone something we heard. Not only that, we must really decide whether we need to be sharing it anyway, but that is another sermon.


The town gossip was talking with her pastor and she half heartedly said she would like to make amends for the stories she had spread through town. The pastor said he knew a a way she could do it. He instructed her to pick two handfuls of ripe dandelions and walk through the town holding them high letting the wind carry the seeds. Upon completion of her task she returned to the pastor and reported that she was done. He then told her to retrace her steps and gather up all the seeds she had strewn through town. Aghast, the woman replied that it was impossible. There was no way she could pick up all of those seeds. The pastor looked her squarely in the eye and said it would be easier to gather the seeds of those plants than the seeds of her gossip and lies.

· The Lie of Omission


If we are selling our home, and we list on the advertisement that it is in excellent condition we better be telling the truth. If we know that the roof leaks during heavy rains, or that the stove is on its way out, and we neglect to tell the buyer this we have lied. We have misrepresented the truth to them, and have ruined our witness because we have lacked integrity. 

· The lie of vain flattery.

Ps 5:9  For there is no faithfulness in their mouth; their inward part is very wickedness; their throat is an open sepulchre; they flatter with their tongue.





Pr 26:28 ¶ A lying tongue hateth those that are afflicted by it; and a flattering mouth worketh ruin.

A flatterer is someone who butters you up. They tell you what ou want to hear. When we tell someone a lie in order to gain favor in their eyes somehow this is a lie. That doesn't mean we must be rude to people. If Sister Smith asked you if you liked her peacock feather hat you needn't tell her it is atrocious. But, at the same time, we shouldn't tell sister Smith her hat is beautiful just because we want some of her fabulous pecan pie. 






--An inoffensive answer concerning a question like the hat, you might say “That is a 






very interesting hat. “

· We lie when we know something that is being told is untrue and we do not 
challenge it. 

If we know something being said or taught is not true, we have an obligation to bring it out into the open. If we allow lies to remain lies we are participating in the lie. 

· We lie when we exaggerate and embellish the truth. 






 Don’t you think God would want us to tell is like it is. 

In 1993 the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey ran a help-wanted ad for electricians with expertise at using Sontag connectors, it got 170 responses even though there is no such thing as a 
Sontag connector. The Authority ran the ad to find out how many applicants falsify resumes

· We lie to God when we are not honest with Him concerning our sins and service for Him .

Nothing is more futile than lying to God, for He is the one who searches the hearts of men and knows us inside and out. But it is amazing how often we try to do it

 THE TWO OPPOSING FORCES AND WHICH SIDE ARE YOU AIDING

1. The Child Of God Needs To Realize That In Lying He Places Himself At Odds With God, and Aids The Devil. 

· The source of all lies is our deceitful fallen nature and Satan. 


John 8.44 Tells us there is no truth in the devil. Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.



 -- He lied to Eve in the Garden when he said “ye shall not surely die. 




-- Satan is a liar

· But Everything about God is TRUTH

God the Father is Truth Deut. 32:4 He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of truth 


and without iniquity, just and right is he. 

God the son is truth :




John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 

John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

God the Holy Spirit is truth




John 14:17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, 
neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 

The word of God is truth .




John 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 



Everything God stands for and every thing he says and everything he shows us is truth. 


Satan is opposed to truth; the truth of the Gospel, the truth of God’s Word, the truth of man’s fall and his need for salvation.


There is a battle on between truth, righteousness and evil. Every time we lie we take the side of the devil.



God Desires that we be truthful Ps. 51:6 6  Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the 



hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom.


2. The God of Truth Hates Lies. 



Proverbs 6:16 16  These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him:



17  A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,



18  An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief,






19  A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren.



Lying is an abomination to God.





Proverbs 12:22 Lying lips are abomination to the LORD: but they that deal truly are his delight.


3. Are We Filled With The Spirit of God Or Satan.



 One of the clear commands of the Bible is that God’s children ought to be filled with the Spirit of God. Eph 5:18  And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;  It is not a matter of how much of the Holy Spirit we have, but how much of our hearts he has. 



 When a vessel has dirt in it, it cannot be completely filled with another substance because the dirt takes up space. So it is with the Spirit of God, we must yield to him our hearts and empty ourselves of sin and self. 



It is not possible for Satan to indwell the saved man, but he can and does fill our lives with sin. Note Acts 5:3 But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land?


In lying God children aid the very enemy of God, and the enemy of their on souls.




Eph. 4:25  Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another.

 RESULTS OF BREAKING THE COMMANDMENT 

1. One consequence to breaking the commandment against bearing false witness is 
that the deceiver may very well get caught. 


 If we lie we run the risk of getting caught by someone else. It reminds me of the story of a woman who, coming home from work, stopped at the corner deli to buy a chicken for supper. The butcher reached into a barrel, grabbed the last chicken he had, flung it on the scales behind the counter, and told the woman its weight. She thought for a moment. "I really need a bit more chicken than that," she said. "Do you have any larger ones?"


Without a word, the butcher put the chicken back into the barrel, groped around as though finding another, pulled the same chicken out, and placed it on the scales. "This chicken weighs one pound more," he announced. The woman pondered her options and then said, "Okay. I’ll take them both." It is embarrassing to get caught in a lie.

2. The Second Consequence Is We May Reap What We Have Sown.  When We Note 


The Outcome of Liars In the Bible It Ought To Cause Us To Fear




Ahab and Jezebel reaped the from their part of the sin concerning the lies told about Naboth .They hired men to say that Naboth blasphemed God and the King.

1Kings 21:17 17 ¶ And the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying,


18  Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, which is in Samaria: behold, he is in the vineyard of Naboth, whither he is gone down to possess it.



19  And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the LORD, Hast thou killed, and also taken possession? And thou shalt 


speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the LORD, In the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick thy blood, 


even thine.




Ahab was going to reap.




Jezebel also got her due. 23  And of Jezebel also spake the LORD, saying, The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the 



wall of Jezreel.



Ananias and Sapphira were killed by God for lying. Acts 5:1-11



In 2Kings 5 you will find that when Gahazi, Elisha Servant lied to him about asking of the healed leper Namaan a talent of silver and two changes of garments he turn to leprosy. 



 In the book of Esther Haman who lied about Mordecai is hanged on the very gallows he built. 

 WHY THE TRUTH IS SO IMPORTANT


1. Speaking the Truth Is One Way God Evidences To The World That We Have 


Been Saved and Now Have A Changed Life. 




Though the world may lie, the child of God should not. 


Col. 3:9-10 9  Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;





10  And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:




1Jn 2:21  21  I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but because ye know it, and that no lie is of the 



truth.




If we are saved we ought to resemble our God and Saviour




 Jesus said I am the way the truth and the life




 Heb. 6:18 tells us it is impossible for God to lie, we ought to strive for that standard. 







 Our lives for God can be destroyed by lying. 


 Jesus referred to the Holy Spirit as the “Spirit of Truth”. When you took Jesus as your Savior, you received the Holy Spirit who now lives within you and is supposed to be in control of your life. If the Spirit of Truth is present and in control, what should be flowing out of your life? [TRUTH] Then how come you are still lying? Lying in your life brings into question either the presence of the Holy Spirit which would mean you are not saved, or it brings into question whether He has control of your life.

1. Truth Will Set Us Free 




Jn 8:32 – “. . . truth will set you free.”); lies enslave  
Mark Twain was right when he said, “The difference between a person who tells the truth and tells a lie is that the liar’s got to have a better memory.” 




But this also speaks of the truth concerning the need of salvation that can set us free from the penalty of sin. 1 Tim. 2:4 “4  Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.




Do you know what the truth God wants all men to know? 





--He wants them to know that they are sinners. 





--And He wants them to know that because of their sin, they stand condemned to 






eternity suffering in hell. 




It would seem that the nice thing for God to do would be to just keep our dirtiness a secret and let us go on believing the lie that we have told ourselves.  The lie that says that we are ok, that we’re pretty good, that God is going to let us off the hook because we’ve been pretty decent people. The Bible records that 
“There is a way that seems right unto man, but the end thereof is the way of death.” (Prov. 14:12) 



The most unloving thing for God to do would be to allow us to continue to believe that lie without challenging it. By telling us the truth, God has given us a way to escape the dangerous situation that we were in. 

HOW TO KEEP FROM BREAKING THIS SIN 

1. I Must Make A Commitment To Tell The Truth Ps. 119.30



The Psalmist said 30 ¶ I have chosen the way of truth: thy judgments have I laid before me.




Ps 51:6  Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom.

2. When I Speak The Truth I Must Speak It in Love



Eph.4:15  But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:



 At times the truth may hurt, but it can be spoken in love. 

3. I Must Determine To Seek the Truth about a Matter



 Determine not to be a gossip; determine to get the truth and not hearsay.

 4. I Must Immerse Myself Into the Word of God


Jesus prayer for us is that we might live sanctified lives. Joh 17:17¶  Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.




Adrian Rodgers tells the story.


As man and his grown sons were big fans of the Atlanta Braves baseball team. He had promised his sons back when they were young that if the Braves ever made it into the World Series, he would take them to a Series game, no matter what it cost.



Well, the Braves reached the World Series for the first time in the early 1990¡¦s. So this man called his sons and said, “We’re going.¨ He didn’t have tickets, but he was determined to take his sons because he had promised them ever since they were boys.


So my dear friend and his sons flew to Atlanta for the World Series. He knew they could get tickets from somebody, even if they had to buy tickets on the street for more than their face value from ticket scalpers.

When they got to Atlanta, this man read in the newspaper that it was against the law to scalp tickets, a fact he had not realized previously. Now he was faced with a moral dilemma. He and his sons had already flown to Atlanta. They already had their hotel room. What should they do now?



They talked about it and reasoned that it didn’t say it was against the law to buy scalped tickets ¡V just to sell them. So if they bought tickets from a scalper they wouldn’t be breaking the law  the scalper would.

But the Holy Spirit spoke to this dear father and said, ”You know you are just playing with words. If it’s against the law to sell the tickets at inflated prices, it’s against the law to buy them”.¨


So he told his sons they couldn’t break the law and violate their integrity just to see a ball game. Since they were already there and they had no other way to get in, they decided just to stand in the parking lot at the ballpark and see if somebody had tickets they would sell at the regular price.



It was a crazy plan, but as they were standing there, a man came up to them and asked, ”What are you folks doing here?¨ They explained their problem and he had a solution!



This man was an official in the Atlanta Braves organization. He invited my friend and his sons to be his guests at the game. They were ushered into the area where the Braves¡¦ executives sit. He loaded them down with souvenirs and introduced them all around. Then they enjoyed the game from the executive suite.



What happened was so incredible, they were still trying to get over it when they went back to their hotel. There the hotel manager came up to them and told them that because the staff had failed to clean their room, they would not receive a bill.

Adrian Rogers, Ten Secrets for a Successful Family (Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway Books, 1996), 145-146. 

I can’t say that God will necessarily bless you in this way, but he will honor you for honoring the truth. Truth matters to God.

The Tenth Commandment 

Scripture: Exodus 20:17 Thou Shat Not Covet



Today we come to the last commandment of the 10 commandments. Of all the commandments it probably gets the least attention.  Partly because it is quite different from the other 9 and partly because it calls for more inward searching of our hearts then we are comfortable with so we tend to avoid it.  The first nine are outward, this is inward. The first nine are our actions, this one our attitude. The first nine look at the deeds, this one the desire. The first nine are mainly visible, this one invisible. 




We must be careful not to think lightly of this command, because it does not speak of an outward action of sin, and because it is placed last in the list of ten.  In fact this commandment may very well be the most important of all, for it makes us examine our hearts from which springs our sin.  Let us not forget that though man looks on the outward appearance God looks upon the heart. 




Advertising agencies have quickly learned that the area of covetousness is most easily exploited . 


Advertising executives spend a billion dollars a year in marketing research. A vast network of people, from Madison Avenue to Hollywood, spends their full work week designing novel ways to trigger our desires. Music, slogans, Technicolor sights, digitally produced sounds, and dramatic movement, all collaborate to create a passion to possess. Nothing is beyond consideration. They use envy, pride, fear, jealousy, nostalgia, and sex to produce the desired effect. Their goal, like that of all salesmen, is to temporarily suspend our self-control. Unfortunately they are creating a pattern of thinking –– an attitude of covetousness that will continue long after their product is forgotten. They are creating dissatisfaction with life. They want you to want more. Visualize it. Desire it. See yourself in it. And you will possess it! This is where many people live. 




We live in a society that on a daily bases transgress the 10th commandment thou shalt not covet. 

JUST WHAT IS COVETOUSNESS

1.  What Is Covetousness?



The Greek word covet is made up of two words, have and more, quite simply to have more. Covetousness is a powerful desire to have; it is the envious desire to possess what is not ours. The emotion is so powerful that it captivates our minds. We see something and we must possess it

2. All desire is not wrong as the following scriptures show. 



There are many good desires and many things we delight in that are not forbidden.




1 Cor. 12:31 But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way. 




1 Cor. 14:39 Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with tongues. 

     We should desire the word of God.





Psalm 19:10 More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. 



We should covet a better relationship with God 






Psalm 37:4 Delight thyself also in the Lord; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart. 

     All of us would desire peace of mind and happiness. It is not desiring things that is the problem, it is the excessive desire for something. It is when that desire becomes the ruling force in our lives.

3. It is Wrong Desire That Is Condemned 



It is desiring excessively, it is when we call greed, need. It is desiring illegitimately, we want it no matter the cost and no matter who it hurts and no matter how we get it. It is desiring- exploitingly, by taking advantage of someone else. It is  desiring exclusively, with selfish and self-centered motives. 

4.Covetousness Is An Inward Sin. 

 WHY DOES GOD FORBID COVETOUSNESS?

1.  God forbids coveting because it sets my heart on things of earth rather than 


on things of heaven



 1John 2:15  Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  When we focus on the world, loving and desiring the things it has, it takes us away from the most important thing in our life, that is our relationship with God.  

   Col 3:1-6 As God’s children our affections ought to be heavenward,

¶ If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.

2  Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.

3  For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.

4  When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.

5 ¶ Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:

6  For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience:


 Note verse 5 clearly tells us it is IDOLATRY, 


Mat 6:19-21 reminds us that what our heart is set on becomes our treasure.

19 ¶ Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:

20  But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:

21  For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

 Luke 12:15   warns us that our lives are more than what we possess.


And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.
2. God forbids coveting because it puts a barrier between me and my neighbor.



All the things listed in the 10th commandment belong to my neighbor.
“My neighbor’s house, my neighbor’s wife, my neighbor’s manservant . . .” Since my neighbor has something that I want, that puts a spirit of competition between me and my neighbor. 



To a certain extent, my neighbor becomes my enemy because he is standing in the way of me getting what I want.





-- This is not to be my attitude toward my neighbor. 





9  For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou 



shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love 



thy neighbour as thyself Rom.13:9.



My attitude toward my neighbor is supposed to be one of love. It’s kind of hard to love someone who is standing in the way of me getting what I think I really need in order for me to be happy and satisfied in life. Love is characterized by self-sacrifice not by self-gratification. 



Love rejoices with those who rejoice and weeps with those who weep. A covetous spirit causes me to get envious when my neighbor gets a new car or new furniture or when he gets a raise at work. 



A covetous spirit causes me to laugh inside and secretly rejoice when that new car that he just bought gets banged up in a fender-bender. It puts within me a spirit of competition and comparison instead of cooperation.But a loving spirit allows me to be glad when someone else is able to get a moose and I am not, when someone else is able to buy a Humvee and I still drive a rusted out 78 Ford. Note Titus 3:3-4  

For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.4  But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, this is the attitude of the lost, and should not be among God’s children.





1. God forbids coveting because my affections should be on things above.





2. God forbids covering because it drives a wedge between me and my neighbor.


3.  God forbids coveting because it provides motivation for me to break all of 


God’s commands.





(We must not look lightly upon this 10th Commandment “covetousness is 




the mother of all sins. It is the root cause of breaking many of the commandments.

1. The First Commandment is broken by having other god’s before God, covetousness makes things our god, Col. 3:5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: 

2. Bowing down to images breaks The Second Commandment;  perhaps the image on a coin and the love of the almighty dollar. .

3. The Third Commandment Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord in vain is broken through covetousness. 




 Absalom coveted the crown. What excuse does he use for going to gather the people together?


2 Samuel 15:7 And it came to pass after forty years, that Absalom said unto the king, I pray  thee, let me go and pay my vow, which I have vowed unto the Lord, in Hebron. 




--He took the name of the Lord in vain. Covetousness led to the breaking of the first 
three commandments. 

4. How many because of covetousness have broken The Fourth? Look around on the Lord’s day. What greed and covetousness for more. Six days are not enough for the shops to be open they have to work on the Lord ’s Day.

5. The Fifth Commandment honor to ones parents; is broken by covetousness. 


Remember the prodigal.





Luke 15:12 And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods 
that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living. 

It was as though he wished his Father were dead so he could have his inheritance. How many mothers and dads have been neglected through covetous children? 

6. The Sixth Commandment, thou shalt not kill has been broken through 
covetousness. Remember Ahab, and Jezebel murdering Naboth because they coveted his vineyard? 1 Kings 21

7. The Seventh Commandment is covered in the wording of the tenth, coveting thy neighbors wife.  

8. The Eighth Commandment has been broken through covetousness. Achan is a prime example, stealing the wedge of gold and the Babylonian garment.
9. The Ninth Commandment has been broken through covetousness. How many lies have been told in the pursuit of things





1. God forbids coveting because my affections should be on things above.





2. God forbids covering because it drives a wedge between me and my 
neighbor.





3. God forbids coveting because it provides motivation for me to break all of God’s commands.

4.  God forbids coveting because it will destroy you.



There are two ways that coveting can destroy you. The first is by causing you to so focus on what someone else has that you fail to see and take advantage of what God has given you. You spend all your time envying what others have -–either in possessions or in skills – that there is no time left for you to develop and enjoy the gifts that God has given you.



The second is that coveting can destroy your chance to be saved, taking your focus away from that which is most important. Jesus in the parable of the seeds and the soils make this plain.18  And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word,19  And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful.  



Over and over in the Bible we read of the destruction’s to peoples lives who where covetous.



LOT: 
Lot and his wife in coveting the well water plains of the Jordan valley lost it all. While Abraham in not coveting and given Lot first choice was blessed as the friend of God that looked for a city built not by man but by God. 



DAVID: 
David in coveting his neighbor’s wife; brought great destruction and heartache into his home. His favorite son Abasalom is destroyed; 
he destroyed his relationship with his best friend Ahithophel. He destroys one of the bravest men in his Army Uriah the Hittite, who was named among the mighty men of David. 



ACHAN:  Achan at  Ai (Joshua 7:20-26) in coveting the wedge of gold and Babylonish garment destroyed his whole family



ANANIAS AND SAPPHIRA: Ananias and Sapphira who coveted after recognition in Acts chapter 5, brought destruction into their lives by lying to Peter and to the Holy Spirit. 


COVETOUSNESS WILL DESTROY YOU.


9  But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.




10  For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced 


themselves through with many sorrows1Tim. 6

Ill. When archeologists were unearthing the ancient city of Pompeii, where 20,000 died during the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius, they uncovered the bodies of many of the dead. Among them, they found the well preserved bodies of people who were caught totally off guard by the explosion of this powerful volcano. People were found sitting at their dinner tables, their food still on their plates. Others were found in their beds sleeping. One woman, however, stands out from among all the victims of Pompeii. When the scientists uncovered her body, they found clutched in her hands 10's of thousands of dollars worth of precious stones. It seems that as death rained down from the mountain above, she risked her life trying to save a couple of handfuls of her wealth. Now, 2,000 years later, those things she tried so vainly to hold onto, are the property of another!) So it is with the covetous person in our day! In the end, those things we deemed so valuable, will be absolutely worthless. Don't allow a covetous spirit to dominate your life.

HOW CAN I DETECT A COVETOUS SPIRIT IN MY LIFE???

1. To Answer That Question I Want Us To Go To The Life Of Ahab in The Old 


Testament 1Kings 21:1-4  note especially vs. 4. 

1. Depression can be a sign - notice King Ahab's depression when Naboth refused to sell him the vineyard.vs.4

2. Withdrawal can be a sign - notice too that King Ahab threw himself upon his bed and refused to eat and go out vs.5




3  Pouting can be a sign - King Ahab acted like it was so unfair that he couldn't have 





what he wanted, often those with coveting problems view others as being unfair to 





them, they walk around with a chip on their shoulder, they never get what others get 





in life. vs.6

4. Pessimistic attitude is often a sign - those who covet tend to be negative about most things, for they are focused on what they don't have rather than on what they do have. They see the glass as always half empty instead of half full. Though Ahab was far richer than Naboth, he was pessimistic about his lack of this vineyard as he whined that Naboth wouldn't sell it to him and as a King he couldn't make him give it to him because the law of the land prevented property from passing away from a family lineage even by sale … hence Jezebel's plan to kill Naboth since there was 


no legal way to get it even as king.




5. Fault finding can be a sign - the need to invent reasons for their lack and others 
gain in order to placate the emptiness of their own heart and life. Ahab often blamed the true prophets for his misery or others like Naboth because they wouldn't give him what he wanted.

6. Misery can be a sign - people who will tell you how miserable their lives are tend to be full of coveting, they always want what others seem to have, they look for happiness in procuring the "next" thing they think will finally satisfy them. Ahab even invented a fault for Naboth saying he blasphemed God. 
7. Unthankfulness can be a sign - Even when they do get some things, it is never good enough or enough, there is a general unthankfulness about life and their status and possessions or even their friendships. King Ahab's coveting didn't stop with Naboth's vineyard, once he had that he still wasn't thankful, he had all of Naboth's kids killed in order to keep others them taking it back. (II Kings 9:26)

 FINALLY CONSIDER WITH ME HOW WE MIGHT AVOID BREAKING THE 10TH COMMANDMENT. 

1. First We Need To Learn To Be Content



1. Php. 4:11-12 ,19 




11  Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.12  I know both 


how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, 


both to abound and to suffer need.



19  But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.





2. Eph. 5:20 We need to learn to be thankful for what we have.




20  Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;




The key to being content with what you have is to be thankful for what you have. If you are content with what you have, getting more will not make you happy. There is nothing inherently wrong with wanting to improve you station in life, but if that is what you are banking on to make you happy, you are sadly mistaken.

2. Secondly We Need To Learn to have a proper perspective on material things.
 1 Timothy 6:6-10

6 ¶ But godliness with contentment is great gain.

7  For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.

8  And having food and raiment let us be therewith content.

9  But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.

10  For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.




I have not been to a lot of funerals in my life, but of those I have been to I have yet to see a person being lowered into the ground with all there stuff. They leave it all behind. And even those who have been lowered with much of their stuff like the 
mummified kings of Egypt have not benefited from those items. 

Timothy says ¶ But godliness with contentment is great gain.7  For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.




Why should we get hung up on something that we cannot take with us? The only thing you can take with you is your faith. Why would we want to base our happiness on stuff that will not make us happy?




The Lord Jesus himself advised us saying . 19 ¶ Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:20  But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:21  For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

33  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.34  Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.

3. Thirdly We Need To Rejoice With Those Who God Is Blessing And Not Be 


Envious Of Them.



  Ro 12:15  Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep.


Ps 37:1¶  <<A Psalm of David.>> Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envious against the workers of iniquity.


Ps 73:3  For I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.


Pr 24:1¶  Be not thou envious against evil men, neither desire to be with them.


Pr 24:19¶  Fret not thyself because of evil men, neither be thou envious at the wicked;
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