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The Lord’s Prayer
Part 1 Introduction and “Our Father”
Scripture: Matthew 6:9-13
Introduction:


The words of the passage we have read this morning are among the more well known scriptures of the Bible. Thousands of people who have never read the Bible are familiar with these words. In these words the Lord gives to us the basic frame work of prayer. 


There are two great pillars that hold up the Christians daily life. (1) The study of the word of God and (2) Prayer. When the Apostles were confronted with the problem of the Grecian Widows being neglected in the daily administration of the food to the early church members in the book of Acts, they immediately saw the need to appoint 7 men to deal with those needs and stated   Ac 6: 3  Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business. 4  But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.

A clear priority of the child of God’s life ought to be the study of God’s word and prayer. 


In the next number of weeks we will be examining this prayer dissecting it a word at a time, but first let’s note some basic things of this passage. 

1. After this manner vs.6


After this manner, therefore, pray ye: "Houtōs oun in the Greek, which literally 
says, thus, therefore. 
· Or maybe we could translate it, along these lines pray. It is not saying in these exact words pray.
· This is not some magic formula of prayer but is to be viewed as but an example,  a framework that needs to be built upon. 
2. Pray Ye vs. 6


God expects us to pray 

· Mt 26:41  Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.
· Lu 18:1 ¶  And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint;

· Lu 21:36  Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man.

· Eph 6:18  Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;

· Php 4:6  Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.

· Col 4:2 ¶  Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving;

· 1Th 5:17  Pray without ceasing.

· 1Ti 2:8  I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting.

3. Prayer is Addressed to God The Father. 

· There is nothing in all the scriptures that justifies, praying to saints, angels, or Mary the mother of Jesus Christ. 

·  Prayer is to be addressed to the Father. 

4. Notice what He Does Not Teach Us 

He doesn't teach us about the posture of prayer because any posture will do, in the Bible people prayed:

· standing,
·  lifting up their hands,

·  sitting, 

·  kneeling,

·  lifting up their eyes,

·  bowing down, 

· placing their head between their knees, 

· pounding on their breast, 

· facing a temple, etc, etc. 
There was no specific posture.

·  Notice He doesn't tell us anything about the place of prayer, people in the Bible 

· prayed in battle, 

· in a cave, 

· in a closet, 

· in a garden, 

· on a mountainside, 

· by a river, 

· by the sea, 

· in the street, 

· in God's house. 

· First Timothy says "Let men pray everywhere." 

· In the Bible people prayed in bed, 

· in a home, 

· even in a fish 

That is the thought we take up today, Our Father which art in heaven. 
I. “Our Father”  


A. Prayer begins with the acknowledgment that God is our Father.




1. The use of the word ”our” brings up an immediate distinction between 



“ours” and “theirs”.



2. Prayer is only for those who truly have God as their father. 


B. The Idea of the “Fatherhood of God” for all mankind is only true 



as to Creation. 



1. Malachi 2:10a 10 ¶  Have we not all one father? hath not one God created 




us?


2. Prayer is only for the child of God by faith in Christ Jesus 




a. Note Galatians 3:26




b.  John 1:12  But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the 



sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:



c. 1John makes it clear that we are not all the children of God. 





3:10  In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: 





whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his 




brother.
C. There are Two Families in the World, the Children of God and the 



Children of the Devil. 
    1.  Jesus makes that abundantly clear, there's no way around that. 

a) Peter says in Second Peter 1:4 that only those who believe "have been made partakers of the divine nature." Only those of us who have been born again have been born in to the family of God

b) "Our Father," eliminates a world of unbelieving people. 
c) There is no promises of prayer being heard or answered for those who are not children of God. 
Joh 9:31  Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth.
II. I Want To Touch Briefly On the Tremendous Concept of 

Addressing God as Our Father. 


A. The Concept of “gods” in the Day of Christ Left no Room to see 



Him as a Loving Father. 

1) There were two major philosophies existing at the time of Christ, in the Greek and Roman world, 

a) they are known as the Stoics 

b) and the Epicureans, 

i) The Stoics had one essential attribute for gods, they said the major attribute of a god is apathea; we get the word apathetic from it. Now apathea to the Greek is the essential inability to experience any feeling. Now, the Greeks said this, 

(1) if a person can feel love he can be hurt, 

(2) if a person can feel joy he can feel sadness, 

(3) if a person can feel happy he can feel unhappy,

(4)  and so therefore the gods do not feel anything or they could be hurt so they choose then to be totally passionless, emotionless, incapable of any feeling they are apathetic and indifferent.  That's the Stoic view of gods. Totally emotionless, passionless, indifferent. 

ii) The Epicureans had a little different idea, they said the supreme quality of the the deities is ataroxia, a term which means complete serenity, complete calm, perfect peace.  

(1) Now they said, if the gods get involved in human affairs they'll lose their calm, right? They'll lose their cool.  

(2) If they get the mess in the world they will never be able to maintain their serenity, therefore the gods are detached. And they had what we call today a deistic view that there is a, a power up there that gets it all going and then walks away because it doesn't want to get involved. 

(3) SUMMARY
(a) And so the Stoics said, god is absolutely apathetic and indifferent, 

(b) And the Epicureans said god is absolutely detached, totally uninterested and isolated from every human condit​ion. Now that's how they thought of their gods, even though they used the term father. 

     Now what about modern day? It's a little different 

Thomas Hardy  a poet of the late 1800’s and early 1900’s believed in a god who created it all but stepped back from his creation as an apathetic and indifferent God. 
Hardy said:  prayer is useless because there's no one to pray to except, That dreaming, dark, dumb thing that turns the handle of this idle show." 
Voltaire said, "Life is a bad joke, bring down the curtain the farce is done." 

H.G. Wells in one of his novels painted a picture of a man defeated by the stress and strain and tension of modern life, and the man was dying and he was told by somebody who was a very saintly man that his only hope was fellowship in God, and he said, “what? That up there having fellowship with me, I would just as soon think of cooling my throat with the Milky Way or shaking hands with a star.”
-The Stoic sees his emotionless god, -

the Epicurean sees his utterly detached god, 

--the modern philosopher sees God as the dark, dreaming, dumb thing that turns the handle of the idle show, 

B. But Jesus Said We Who Are Saved Can See Him Not as An 



emotionless uncaring detached God, But as a Loving Caring 



Father. 


1. A Father that can be “touched with the feelings of our infirmities”

2. He is a Father of whom Peter says : “Casting all your care upon him; for 


he careth for you.”


3. He is not a “dumb thing that turns the handle of the idle show” 



But the God of whom Isaiah says:

· Isa 57:15  For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.


4. The Old Testament in Speaking of God as Our Father Says: 
Psalm 103:8  The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 
plenteous in mercy.

9  He will not always chide: neither will he keep his anger for ever.

10  He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us 
according to our iniquities.

11  For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy 
toward them that fear him.

12  As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our 
transgressions from us.

13  Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them 
that fear him.

14  For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust.
Oh Listen Child of God, The Very God of Creation, the High and Holy God, The One Whose Thoughts Are So Far above Ours They Must Be Measured in Light Years, Says When You come To Me In Prayer Come to Be As Your Father. 

III. What the Phrase “Our Father” Implies: 


A. Number 1 It Eliminates Fear.


1. Hebrews Says: Heb 10:31  It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 



God.


2. Jesus said: Lu 12:5  But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which 



after he hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him.


3. But because God is my Father through Jesus Christ I need not fear 





approaching him in prayer. But I may come boldly to the throne of Grace. 




Heb 4:16  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain 



mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.


4. See Matthew 7:7-11



5. OH child of God yes let us remember that our God is a great God, He is 




King of Kings and Lord of Lord’s.  May we never think lightly of His person. 




But let us also remember that in the realm of the Kingdom when men of the highest rank are only admitted into the King’s presence at the kings pleasure or refused admittance at the King’s convenience, the kings children always have assess to his throne. 

Child of God the words “Our Father” should remove all fear, let us come boldly into the presence of God has a young prince or princess into the presence of their father the king. 
Php 4:6  Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. 7  And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.
B. It Settles the Issue of Selfishness 


1. Note it is “Our Father” and not MY Father 



a. Prayer is something that is not selfish,
· note vs.11 give us
· note vs. 12 forgive us. 


2. Ephesians 6:18 says: 18  Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the 



Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;
Illustration When the emperor of Rome was in the field with his army, it was forbidden that any one should approach his tent at night. The penalty was instant death. One night a soldier was seen approaching the tent of the emperor, bearing a paper in his hand. He was promptly arrested and sentenced to die. The emperor, however within his tent, heard the commotion outside, and asked what it was about. He was told the cause, and gave the decree that if the petition with which the soldier had been approaching the emperor was for himself, he must die, but that if it was for others his life should be spared. It was learned that the petition was not for himself, but for three fellow-soldiers who had been found sleeping at their posts. He was coming to the emperor with the plea that their lives might be spared. So the emperor gave command that because of the nature of the petition the soldier should live, and also that his plea should be granted.

In a dim way, at least, this imperial command illustrates the law of prayer.


Selfish prayer is resisted by God as much as a parent resist the request of one child to have all the cake over the other children. 

C. The Word’s “Our Father” Settles the Matter of Loneliness





1. There are times in this life when Loneliness and Despair Creeps over Our 




Souls.  



2.  There are times in my life even as a man 58 years old, when I wish I could 




still hold my fathers hand and snuggle up close to my mother as I did as a 




little boy. Loneliness can flood ones soul


3.  But Jesus said I can call out at any moment, in any place to “Our Father 




which art in heaven” 



 a. He is the Father who has promised  I will never leave you nor forsake you



 b. He is the Father who as a friend  sticketh closer than a brother

D. The Words “Our Father who art in Heaven” Ought to  Settle the 

Matter of Obedience. 


1. I do not know about today, but in my generation to have a loving Father, 



meant that you wanted to please him and obey Him. 



a. I did not expect my earthly father to honor my request of him, when I 





disobeyed what he had told me to do. 



b. Ps 66:18  If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me:
· Maybe you are here today and saying Pastor I have not received any answers to prayer. Are you obeying him. 
Pr 28:9 ¶  He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination.

E. Finally The Word’s “Our Father who art in Heaven  ” Settles the 
Matter Of Resources. 



1. When we go to God the Father in Prayer we go to Him Who owns the cattle 



on a thousand hills and the wealth in every mine. 



2. We go to our Father who does not draw from His resources on earth but the 



supernatural resources of heaven where the streets we walk on as we walk 




on concrete today will be of pure gold. 



3.  The song writer caught a glimpse of resources of the Heavenly Father 




when he wrote. 
1. He giveth more grace as our burdens grow greater,
He sendeth more strength as our labors increase;
To added afflictions He addeth His mercy,
To multiplied trials He multiplies peace. 

2. When we have exhausted our store of endurance,
When our strength has failed ere the day is half done,
When we reach the end of our hoarded resources
Our Father’s full giving is only begun. 

3. His love has no limits, His grace has no measure,
His power no boundary known unto men;
For out of His infinite riches in Jesus
He giveth, and giveth, and giveth again.

1. Child of God Jesus said we ought to pray always.

a. How is your prayer life, 


b. What a privilege to approach the God of the Universe as our 



Father. 


c. Cast your care on him for he careth for you . 


d. Php 4:6  Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and 



supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made knownunto God.
2. Lost one God’s ears of course hears all that ever takes place, but there is only one prayer that He can listen to with a desire to answer and that is the cry from the heart of a repentant one crying God be merciful to me a sinner. 

· The word’s Our Father will not eliminate your fears for He is not your father but your judged whose wrath even now is abiding upon you. 
· The word’s Our Father will not eliminate the issues of selfishness and pride in your life. For your heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked . And it will remain so until you repent and turn to him 
· The words Our Father  will not settle the loneliness of your life. For you remain to Him  a stranger having no hope and without God in the world. 
· The words Our Father will not settle the matter of obedience for you remain a rebel against God. 
· The words Our Father  will not settle the matter of resources, for one day all that you have and you yourself will be cast into the lake of fire. 
1. No hope and without God 
2. Trust him today
The Lord’s Prayer

Part 2 “Hallowed Be Thy Name 

Scripture: Matthew 6:9-13
Introduction:


The words of the passage we have read this morning are among the more well known scriptures of the Bible. Thousands of people who have never read the Bible are familiar with these words. In these words the Lord gives to us the basic frame work of prayer. 


There are two great pillars that hold up the Christians daily life. (1) The study of the word of God and (2) Prayer. When the Apostles were confronted with the problem of the Grecian Widows being neglected in the daily administration of the food to the early church members in the book of Acts, they immediately saw the need to appoint 7 men to deal with those needs and stated   Ac 6: 3  Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business. 4  But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.

A clear priority of the child of God’s life ought to be the study of God’s word and prayer. 


For  the next number of weeks we will be examining this prayer dissecting it a word at a time,

Last week we noted some basic things about this passage:

1. After this manner vs.6


After this manner, therefore, pray ye: "Houtōs oun in the Greek, which literally 
says, thus, therefore. 

· Or maybe we could translate it, along these lines pray. It is not saying in these exact words pray.
· This is not some magic formula of prayer but is to be viewed as but an example,  a framework that needs to be built upon. 
2. Pray Ye vs. 6


God expects us to pray 

3. Then We Noted the Word’s “Our Father”
1. God would have us to approach him as a loving Father 

When we understand the words “Our Father” it will settle some things for us: 

1. It eliminates fear for He can be approached as a father
2. It settles the area of selfishness for we say “Our” Father,  give us this day our daily bread, led us not into temptation. 
3.  It settles the matter of loneliness as our Father He will never leave us nor forsake us. 
4. It ought to settle the matter of obedience for we each should want to please our fathers
5. It settles the matter of resources for He is not our Father on earth who is limited in his resources but our Father in heaven who has created and owns all things. 
I. Hallowed Be Thy Name (General Comments)

A. 
The First Thing In General Comments We Would Say About 




These Words Is That They Give Us A Balance Between Seeing 




God as “Our Father”   And Seeing His As a “Great and Holy 




God”.



1. Too much “Our Father” turns into a cheapening of God. 



2. When He is only seen as a Daddy to answer our request, we drag Him 




down to a buddy, a pal, a friend.



3. But the words “Hallowed be thy name” brings us back to reality.




a. He is intimate like a Father but  He also is  infinite in holiness.



b. God’s nature is like a daddy but His name is holy



c. He is not the “big guy in the sky” He is not our buddy but he is the one 




Isaiah saw in the temple 


1 ¶  In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.

2  Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly.

3  And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.

4  And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.

5 ¶  Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.


d.  We have our Spiritual Father relationship with Him  but we must also 



remember that Hebrews speaks of God as a Consuming Fire. 



e. Isaiah 57:15 says





15  For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is 




Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and 




humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the 




contrite ones.


B. 
We learn in these words and those to follow that the Priority of 



Prayer, Is not ourselves but God. 




1. When we speak of priority we mean:





That which is of the greatest importance





We might hear someone say “You have got to get your priorities right” 





When it comes to prayer the priority is not self but God. 





He is to be ranked above every other man. 




2. Note what the first petitions of this prayer are. 




1) Hallowed be thy name 





2) Thy Kingdom come





3) Thy will be done






Then we have personal request for ourselves and fellow Christians 





a) Give us this day our daily bread 





b) Forgive us





c) Lead us not into temptation 





And then the priority back again on God For thine is the kingdom, and 




the power, and the glory, for ever Amen



 Listen: We need to get our priorities straight





More important that our daily food is that God’s name might be 




hallowed.






More important than our own forgiveness of sin is that his kingdom 



would come.   






More important than not be led into temptation would be that his will 



be done on earth as it is in heaven. 





It is a matter of priority If we seek first the Kingdom of God and His honor and Glory all these other things will fall into place. God will provide, God will forgive, God will lead.  But we must understand it is not about us, it’s all about HIM.
II. Let Us Now Note The Words “Hallowed be thy Name”


A. What Is Meant By “Name”? in “Hallowed be thy name”


1. 
Is it sort of an official thing like “long live the king”?



2. Today we think of somebody's name and that's all it is, a name, and it really 



doesn't mean much other than a name. 

· My name is Gene means well born but I did not come from a home that was royalty, I had no silver spoon in my mouth. 
· So for us a name is not much more than a way to identify me from Jim, John, Aaron or Dave. 
· Now the Jews had such a sacredness attached to God's name that they had gone overboard. 

3. The Jews Had Gone Over Board When It Came To the Name Of God

  a. Note Leviticus 24:16
During the Babylonian captivity the Hebrew language spoken by the Jews was replaced by the Aramaic language of their Babylonian captors. Aramaic was closely related to Hebrew and, while sharing many vocabulary words in common, contained some words that sounded the same or similar but had other meanings. In Aramaic, the Hebrew word for “blaspheme” used in Leviticus 24:16, was the word pronounce. Because of that the Jews of that day made Leviticus 24:16 to read  16  And he that pronounces  the name of the LORD, he shall surely be put to death, and all the congregation shall certainly stone him: as well the stranger, as he that is born in the land, when he pronounces  the name of the LORD, shall be put to death.
    Since that time the Jews refused to use the Hebrew word for God. 
HERE IS WHAT THEY DID

They took the name Yahweh from Exodus and the burning bush I AM that I AM And the word Adonai which is translated Lord and formed a word from it. By taking the Consonants from Yahweh and the vowels from Adonai and came up with the word Jehovah, there is no such word as Jehovah in the Hebrew language 1

B. But Leviticus 24:16 Has a far greater impact then just 




pronouncing the names Yahweh, Adonai, or Jehovah. 



1. When we speak God's name the person of God and all that he is, is 





contained in the thought.  



2. Note Exodus 33-34




a. 33:14-16 Moses is concerned that God’s presence would be with him 




b. 33:18  Moses asks to see the glory of Godl




c. 33:19 God promises that he will pass before him and note I will proclaim 




the name of the LORD.




d. Now we go down to 34:6-9

· God passes before him

· God declares his name, he does not say Lord, Lord, Lord, Lord, 
· But He says 6  And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth,7  Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children’s children, unto the third and to the fourth generation.8  And Moses made haste, and bowed his head toward the earth, and worshipped.
e,  He is saying all that is involved in the name of God. 

· God’s name encompasses his mercy

· His graciousness

· His longsuffering

· His abundant goodness

· His truth

· His mercy for thousand

· His forgiveness 

· His justice in not clearing the guilty

the name of God is the composite of all of His attributes, do you see? 

C. The Name of God Represents All That He Is All of His Attributes.



1. Psalm 9:10 says: 10  And they that know thy name will put their trust in thee: for 




thou, LORD, hast not forsaken them that seek thee.



a. The trust is not in the word Yahweh, Adonai, or Jehovah but it is in thee  





that is the Lord’s person his attributes all that he is. 

     2. In Psalm 20 verse 7 it says, 7  Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but 

we will remember the name of the LORD our God." 

       a. Here again it is the person of God we trust. 



3. Note a key verse to understanding the concept of ”Name” is John 17:6
D. But the key verse to understanding the concept of name is John 17:6,  I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word.
  1.  manifested Your name, what did He mean? 

    a. Jesus told Philip Joh 14:9  Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, 


and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; 



and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?

  b. All that the name of God is was manifested in the person of Jesus Christ.
CONCLUSION

So a name is not a title, 

When we pray Hallowed be thy name we are praying that his person his identity his character his attributes all that he is in all of his majesty would be hallowed. 

It is not some phrase to be taken lightly. 
, 

III. What Then Does The Word Hallowed Mean? 

A. The Only Connection Some Make Is With The Word Halloween 



1. There is nothing Godly about Halloween,  it takes its name from All Saints 




Day 



2. By “Saint” we mean someone who is holy, some one who is separated


B. The Word “Hallowed” Comes From the Greek Word That Means 




Holy. 
37 hagiazo hag-ee-ad’-zo 

AV-sanctify 26, hallow 2, be holy 1; 29

To make holy, consecrate, sanctify

1) to dedicate, separate, set apart for Go
. 



1. Holy be Your name, 

.

a. It is not that we make God’s name Holy, for he is already Holy, but we are 





praying that he would be regarded by all as holy. 




b. One may said the following: 


What is it to hallow? It is to set apart from everything common and profane, to esteem, to prize, to honor, to reverence, to adore as divinely and infinitely blessed the true and only God, an you cannot speak of God in earthy terms, you cannot drag God down to the street talk, God must have titles that are fitting for His power and His holiness. How easy it is in our lifetime to go through it saying, "Hallowed be thy name," "Hallowed be thy name," and have no idea what we're even saying. The truth of such a petition is that God is to have the rightful priority place, my heart longingly seeks to have Him glorified, honored in every situation, every circumstance and every relationship.

IV. So What Exactly Is It That I Am Praying For When I Say Hallowed Be Thy Name.

· It is more than a prayer that God’s name would not be used in vain. It is that but much more than that. 
· It is more than a prayer that others and all the world as a whole would reverence and worship God. It is that but it is much more than that.

· The implication is in praying this prayer I want my life to Hallow his name. It is a prayer that his name and all that He is might be hallowed in and through my life. 

How Then do You and I Hallow His Name?

A. If I am Going to Pray Hallowed Be Thy Name I Need to 




Believe in Him. 

· I Must Believe that He Is


1. Hebrews 11:6 says: 6  But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that 




cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that 





diligently seek him.



a. The man who denies God is not only a fool, but he profanes the name of 





God. 
1 : to treat (something sacred) with abuse, irreverence, or contempt : desecrate 
2 : to debase by a wrong, unworthy, or vulgar use



b. To not believe in the existence of God is to use his name in vain breaking  





3rd commandment of the 10 commandments.






7  Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not 





hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.



c. God will not hold such a person guiltness

· What I Believe About Him Must Be Accurate and Right.
A. There's a second thing, you must hallow His name by not only knowing that He is but by knowing the kind of God that He is.



1. Many people say they love the Lord and reverence his name, but the 





name they reverence is not the God He really is. 




a. True doctrine about God and true teaching from God are reverence for 





God. 




b. But False doctrine and False ideas about God do not hallow His name 





but profane His name. 
· When the Mormons say “As God is we will be” it profanes God’s name

· When the Jehovah Witnesses say that Jesus (who is the manifestation of God) is not God they do not hallow His name but they grind it in the dirt. 

· When the Nazarene and Pentecostals say that a man can loose his salvation, when God said those who come to him he will never cast out they profane the name of Godl 

· When the Calvinist tells me he no longer tells anyone that God loves them because he is not sure that God has chosen him he does not hallow the name of God but he profanes it. For God has said he loves the world. 



2. When we doubt God, when we question God, when we think God is doing 




us wrong, when we say “The Lord has dumped on me”. We have used the 




name of God in vain and we will not be held guiltless. 
· Origen the early church father said, "The man who brings into his concept of God ideas that have no place there takes the name of the Lord God in vain."

a. God is not the old man upstairs



  God is not someone out there



  God is a great and awesome God that ought to be feared 

     Isa.8:13 says:  Sanctify the LORD of hosts himself; and let him be your fear, 



and let him be your dread.

To Hallow His Name 
1) I must believe that He is

2) I must believe correctly about him

· 
I Must Believe In Him As My Saviour 


1. When we repent of our sins and trust in him for salvation we Hallow his 





name 





Ps. 33:21  For our heart shall rejoice in him, because we have trusted in his holy 







name.


2. To not believe in God is to do great dishonor to his name 





1John 5:10  He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he 




that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that 



God gave of his Son.




a. For someone to make out that I am a liar is to profane my name. 




b. We are rightly angered when things are falsely said of you. 



3. One of the greatest insults that can be done to God’s name is to not believe 




what he says concerning your sins, and his provisions for those sins. 
How do I Hallow God’s Name

1) I Must Have a Proper Belief Concerning Him

a) I must believe that he is

b) I must believe correctly about his person

c) I must personally believe in him as saviour. 


B. Secondly I Hallow God’s Name by Obeying Him



1. No son or daughter can claim reverence and respect for their Father if they 




will not obey what he asks them to do. 



2. So it is with God. 
Leviticus 22:31-32 tells us, 31  Therefore shall ye keep my commandments, and do them: I am the LORD. 32  Neither shall ye profane my holy name; but I will be hallowed among the children of Israel: I am the LORD which hallow you, 
· We hallow the name of God when we keep his commandments. We profane the name of God when we break his commandments."

· We hallow and sanctify God’s name by obeying him. How does a son more honour his father than by obedience? The Psalmist declares‘I delight to do thy will, O my God.’ Psa 40: 8. 
·  Abraham honoured God by obedience; he was ready to sacrifice his son, though the son of his old age, and a son of the promise. ‘By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: that in blessing I will bless thee.’ Gen 22: 16, 17.

· God’s name is hallowed when we obey his teaching on the tithe

· God’s name is hallowed when we submit to baptism on profession of faith

· God’s name is hallowed we obey those in authority over us, our parents, our employers, our magistrates, our pastorl

· God’s name is hallowed when we walk according to his laws. 
· We hallow God when we hallow his day, Revelation speaks of John being in the spirit on the Lord’s day.  A day we should honor in celebrating his resurrection and hallowing his name. 
Every time God’s speaks to my heart and I put it off I have profane his name.

Every time I resists His will for my life I profane his name. 


C. I Hallow God’s Name When I View This World In The 


Context of God.  


1. Note Psa. 16:8 David said I have set the Lord always before me. 




a. He viewed this world in the context of God. 




b. There was a Lord what would you have me to do about him.






There was the question What is God trying to work in my life through this. 




c. He endeavored to see everything through the eyes of God. 



2. Now the ramifications of that extend to many areas. 

· We will ascribe the honor of all we do to Him


Ps. 96:8 Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name: bring an offering, and 



come into his courts. 9  O worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness: fear before 



him, all the earth.


It is to agree with the Apostle John who wrote of Jesus saying” 




Joh 15:5  I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the 


same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.


It is to cry out with the Psalmist In Psalm 115:1-8
· We will desire his honor and the advancement of his Kingdom above all that is ours


Moses esteemed the reproaches of Christ greater riches than the treasures 



of Egypt. Heb.11;26  Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 



treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward.

The Apostles went away rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for the name of Christ.  41  And they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name.

42  And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ. Acts 5:

There is so much more we could say but we must close.

1. Have you hallowed God’s name in receiving him as your saviour

2. Christian are your thoughts of God profane or do you hallow his name

  a. Do you trust him, do you obey him, do you look at this world through his eyes. 

  b. Are you self-sufficient or do you readily acknowledge without him you are nothing? 
The Lord’s Prayer

Part 3 “Thy Kingdom Come”  

Scripture: Matthew 6:9-13

Introduction:


The words of the passage we have read this morning are among the more well known scriptures of the Bible. Thousands of people who have never read the Bible are familiar with these words. In these words the Lord gives to us the basic frame work of prayer. 


There are two great pillars that hold up the Christians daily life. (1) The study of the word of God and (2) Prayer. When the Apostles were confronted with the problem of the Grecian Widows being neglected in the daily administration of the food to the early church members in the book of Acts, they immediately saw the need to appoint 7 men to deal with those needs and stated   Ac 6: 3  Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business. 4  But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.


A clear priority of the child of God’s life ought to be the study of God’s word and prayer. 


For  the next number of weeks we will be examining this prayer dissecting it a word at a time,

Last week we noted some basic things about this passage:

1. After this manner vs.6


After this manner, therefore, pray ye: "Houtōs oun in the Greek, which literally 
says, thus, therefore. 

· Or maybe we could translate it, along these lines pray. It is not saying in these exact words pray.

· This is not some magic formula of prayer but is to be viewed as but an example,  a framework that needs to be built upon. 

2. Pray Ye vs. 6


God expects us to pray 

3. Then We Noted the Word’s “Our Father”

2. God would have us to approach him as a loving Father 

When we understand the words “Our Father” it will settle some things for us: 

1. It eliminates fear for He can be approached as a father
2. It settles the area of selfishness for we say “Our” Father,  give us this day our daily bread, led us not into temptation. 
3.  It settles the matter of loneliness as our Father He will never leave us nor forsake us. 
4. It ought to settle the matter of obedience for we each should want to please our fathers
5. It settles the matter of resources for He is not our Father on earth who is limited in his resources but our Father in heaven who has created and owns all things. 
Hallowed Be Thy Name


When we pray that God’s name would be hallowed we are not speaking about the letters of his name or the sound of it when we speak it. But His name involves all that He is, in all of his attributes. 

1. It is to pray that He would be Holy and separated far above every thing else in my life. 

2. It is to pray that His name and His person would become magnified, glorified and held high among the citizens of the world. 

3. It implies:

· Believing that He is Hallows his name 
· Believing Biblically and correctly about him Hallows His name. False doctrine and concepts about God PROFANE His Holy name
· Believing in him personally as my Saviour 


It implies:  Obedience  



It implies: Setting the Lord always before me, I want to see the world as he 



sees it. I want to have a “Lord would thou have me to do” attitude about 



me. 
Today we take up the phrase “Thy Kingdom Come”

I. The Phrase Thy Kingdom Come 


A. The Word “Kingdom” 

1. Kingdom (932) (basileia from basileus = a sovereign, king, monarch

2. We must not think of the word ”KINGDOM” as a geographical territory, as the King of England with His Knights ruling over the land from their various castles. 

3.  The meaning of basileia is R-E-I-G-N  not R-a-i-n  


a. It is a prayer that God would reign in our hearts and over this world. 




b. Jesus made it plain His Kingdom was much more than reigning over land 




and people. 

· Jesus in speaking to Pilate said: 




Joh 18:36  Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom 


were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be 



delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.

· It's the rule of Christ, it is the reign of Christ; it is the sovereignty of Christ for which we are to pray.  

B.  The Word   “Come” 



1. The Greek Word is an aorist Imperative. 




a. Thy  Kingdom come - Notice that this is in the aorist imperative which is 



a command which normally calls for urgent action.



b. It means let it immediately and suddenly come.  Let it come and let it come 



now, and let it come suddenly.  Let it come actually and let it come 





completely.  




c. It is a prayer that God would reign in the hearts of men as well as one day 




come and reign over all the world, in the Millenial Kingdom and the Eternal 




Kingdom.  


C. The Word  “Thy” 


1. Of course this takes us back to the one whose name is to be Hallowed. 




a. It is HIS kingdom and not my little kingdom.




b. It is a request that God would reign and be exalted and not ourselves. 



2. The priority of our prayer should not be “God Bless America”  but Thy 




Kingdom Come. (I am not saying we should not ask God to bless America 




but it is not the priority prayer.)



a. All the Kingdoms of this world will come and go. 

(1) Egypt came and went, 

(2) Syria came and went, 

(3) Assyria came and went, 

(4) Babylon came and went, 

(5) Medo-Persia came and went, 

(6) Rome came and went, and will come again.

(7)  Greece, Alexander the Great conquered everything from Europe clear to India, and the Northern of Europe into Egypt and it's gone and nothing is left of that great empire. 

(8) Historians tell us there have been at least 21 great civilizations all of which are now extinct.




b. If God does not return first America will also go.  It may not be long before 





we are controled by China or the Moslem world. 



c. What we need to pray for is Thy Kingdom Come. 





Listen we need to understand once and for all Morality will never come 




through the United States Government or any other government. 

· That is why we must share the gospel that brings men and women into the Kingdom.

· That is why our priority in this life ought not be military service but service to the King. I am not saying you should not serve in the military if drafted to go. But whether you are a soldiers, a plumber, a student or a teacher, whether you are a mechanic, and engineer or working in the medical field. God’s Kingdom is Priority

· The First question ought to be What doe the king want me to do. 


3. Those who are saved have a higher citizenship then the USA




a. We are pilgrims and stranger to this world






1Pe 2:11  Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from 





fleshly lusts, which war against the soul;



b. Our citizenship is in heaven :





Php 3:20  For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the 





Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:

politeuma pol-it’-yoo-mah 

1) the administration of civil affairs or of a commonwealth 

2) the constitution of a commonwealth, form of government and the laws by which it is administered 

b) 3) a state, commonwealth 

c) 3a) the commonwealth of citizens
  c. 
 We're not involved in a human kingdom, that's not our priority, we are not 


of this world we have been translated out of this world; our citizenship is 


not here.



4.  There is no human institution made that can dovetail with the kingdom, 





of God. When Christians get political they find themselves with all kinds of 





strange bedfellows. Because you can't advance the kingdom through 





the politics of any society.
II. The Phrase In Context.


A. Thy Kingdom Come, and Thy Will Be Done Naturally Follow 



Hallowed be Thy Name. 



1. When we prayed “Hallowed be thy name”  it does not take much looking 




around to understand that it is not Hallowed but profaned on every hand. 



a. The false religions of the world. 




b. Immorality and mockery toward God and the things of God. 




c. Rebellion and the pursuit of sin on every level.






God’s name is not be hallowed



2. The only way that is ever going to change will be for God’s Kingdom to 




come into the hearts of men and for the King to come to earth. We must 




pray toward that end. 



3. But His Kingdom will not come into my life, or yours on a daily basis unless 




we sincerely pray Thy Will be Done. 

III. What Is The Kingdom? 


A. First Let me Address The Difference Between The Kingdom 



of God and the Kingdom of Heaven.



1. There has been a lot written about the Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of 




Heaven as to their differences.  



a. Matthew uses both terms, while the other gospels never use the term 





Kingdom of heaven. 



b. Numerous times the same statement and occasion in Matthew using 





”kingdom of heaven”  is stated “kingdom of God” in the other gospel





I think there is really no difference between them




b. Let me read you what Martin Lloyd Jones says: 

Why does Matthew talk about the kingdom of heaven rather than the kingdom of God?  Surely the answer is that he was writing primarily for the Jews, and to the Jews, and his chief object, perhaps, was to correct the Jewish conception of the kingdom of God or the kingdom of heaven. They had got into this materialistic way of looking at the kingdom; they were thinking of it politically and in a military sense, and our Lord's whole object here is to show that His kingdom is primarily a spiritual one. In other words He says to them, 

'You must not think of this kingdom primarily as anything earthly. It is a kingdom in the heavens, which is certainly going to affect the earth in many different ways, but it is essentially spiritual. It belongs to the heavenly rather than to the earthly and human sphere.' 


B. Secondly In Answering What Is The Kingdom? We must 



keep in mind it is talking about God Reigning. 

C. 3rdly If we Boiled It all Down To The Simplest As We Can 



Make It We Find God’s Kingdom Referred to in Two Basic 



Ways.  




1) God’s Universal Kingdom ie He is The King of All The 




Universe




2) Secondly, God’s Kingdom In Relation to Mankind, and the 





Earth. 

D. First God is and always will Be The King of The Universe. 



1. It is not something we need to pray about it is simply a reality. 




a. He made it, He runs it, He'll bring it to its consummation; He is the 






universal King.



2. Note some verses: 

· Psalm 145:13 Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and thy dominion endureth throughout all generations.

· Psalm 103:19, 19 ¶  The LORD hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over all.

· Jeremiah 10:10  But the LORD is the true God, he is the living God, and an everlasting king: at his wrath the earth shall tremble, and the nations shall not be able to abide his indignation.

· READ First Chronicles 29:11 and 1211  Thine, O LORD, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, O LORD, and thou art exalted as head above all.12  Both riches and honour come of thee, and thou reignest over all; and in thine hand is power and might; and in thine hand it is to make great, and to give strength unto all.

But Secondly We want that kind of reign over the Universe, that kind of reign recognized in heaven to come to Earth.

· Where individuals and nations would come to accent that the: Greatness.  The power, The glory, the victory, the majesty all belongs to him as King. 

· That the kingdom is His and that He to be exalted above all. 

· THAT IS WHAT WE MEAN WHEN WE PRAY Thy Kingdom Come
IV. Now One More Question And The Most Important, 



How Does The Kingdom Come?



How does it come, what do I look for? How should cooperate with God 


to aid in that answer to prayer. 

· There Are 3 Main Areas When Speaking About How Does The Kingdom Come? 






1) The Kingdom Comes by Conversion






2) The Kingdom Comes by daily Submitting to the 






orders of the King






3) The Kingdom we come with Jesus returns.

A. The Kingdom Comes At Conversion


1. To pray Thy Kingdom Come  is to pray an evangelistic prayer, it is a 




missionary prayer. 




a. It is to pray the prayer of faith in accepting Jesus as saviour.




b. It is to pray that souls would be saved. 

· Note Luke 17:20-21

· cp. Colossians 1:13-14





13  Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into 




the kingdom of his dear Son: 14  In whom we have redemption through his blood, 




even the forgiveness of sins:



2. Now I Want You To Note How That All Comes About. 




a. First God gives an invitation to enter his kingdom. Mt. 22:2-13
· The invitation is to come to the great feast of the King
· It was an invitation given to every one the King’s servants came to vs. 9

· Vs. 10 Those who accept the King’s invitation are furnished for the wedding feast. 1) The guest responded to the invitation.2) They are furnished. 
· The one who was not clothed by the king, that is clothed with his righteousness was cast into outer darkness. 





When it comes to God’s Kingdom you must know you have 





been given an invitation. Have you responded? 




First God gives an invitation. 


b. Secondly it includes REPENTANCE


Mt 3:2  And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.


Mt 4:17  From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: 


for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.


Mt 5:20  For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall 


exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye 


shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.

Mr 1:15  And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is 


at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.



c. Thirdly it involves the WILL



Notice Mark 12:34

· Mr 12:34  And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he said unto him, Thou art not far from the kingdom of God. And no man after that durst ask him any question.






“Thou art not far from the kingdom."

· What did He mean? 
· He meant you've got the head knowledge you just haven't made the choice yet. If you want to enter the kingdom you not only have to have the head knowledge you have to make the choice


So remember this, the kingdom is extended as an invitation, it is an invitation that demands repentance from sin, it demands an acceptance by an act of the will of the Lordship of Jesus Christ.  

First: To Pray “Thy Kingdom Come” Is To Pray Lord Save Me, and Lord Save Lost Souls In My Community.  
B. Secondly When I Pray Thy Kingdom Come I am Praying That I 

Might Serve God In an Acceptable Way. Romans 14:17-18


1. The Christian life is a time daily for us to affirm that God is King and bow the 



knee to that rule,


2. The Kingdom of God is a life of righteousness vs. 17




a. It is a time for serving God in an acceptable way. 




b. I yield to the King’s commands

C. Thirdly When I Pray Thy Kingdom Come I Am Praying That Jesus Would Come Again Soon.

Jeremiah 23:5 5  Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth.

Daniel 2:44; 44  And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.

7:13-14,; 13  I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. 14  And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.

· One day the heavens will split wide open and Jesus Christ will descend and plant His feet on the Mount of Olives and in this world He will establish His kingdom.
· Revelation tells us it'll be a thousand year millennial kingdom in which He will set things right and rule with a rod of iron, and the world will finally hear the answer to the prayer Thy Kingdom come. 
· For a thousand years He will reign with a rod of iron in righteousness, justice, truth and peace, at the end of which time that kingdom will phase into the universal kingdom and never again will there be a distinction.
The Lord’s Prayer

Part 4 “Thy Will Be Done”  

Scripture: Matthew 6:9-13


For the last 3 weeks we have been working our way through this Model prayer that Jesus gave the disciples.  It was never meant to be memorized and prayed, but it is a framework upon which prayer should be built.  


It does not take long to see that the priority of prayer is not ourselves but God. It begins with 1) Hallowed be thy name, 2) Thy Kingdom Come, 3) Thy Will Be Done  and ends with For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen


Prayer is important.


1. I believe that prayer makes a difference.


2. I believe that prayer makes a difference; 
· Abraham's Eliezer when sent of Mesopotamia to find a wife for Isaac prayed and nearly before he was through Rebekah appeared, 

· Hannah being childless prayed and Samuel was born. 

· David prayed that the counsel of Ahithophel to Abasolam would be interrupted and he hung himself. . 

· Jehoshaphat prayed and God turned away his enemies.

·  Isaiah and Hezekiah prayed and in twelve hours a hundred and eighty five thousand Assyrians were slain. 

· Mordecai and Esther fasted and prayed and the plot to destroy the Jews was thwarted and Haman was hanged in his own gallows. 

·  Nehemiah prayed and the king's heart was softened in a moment. 

· Elijah prayed and there were three years of drought and he prayed again and it rained. 
· Elisha prayed and a child was raised from the dead. 
· Believers prayed and Peter was released from jail.  
The bible specifically tells us that prayer is effective. 
James tells us: 5:16b   The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 



availeth much


a. That passage goes on to give us an example of how prayer is affective by 



saying.  17  Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed 




earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three 




years and six months. 18  And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the 




earth brought forth her fruit.



b. A man of like passions that is a man who was not a superhuman but just a 


man. 

I. The Phrase We Note Today Is “Thy Will Be Done”


A. To Pray  “Thy Will be Done” Is to Pray That God’s Will Would Be 



Acknowledged Throughout the World. 



1. The verb "be done" (literally "come to pass") is in the form of a command 


B. In These Words We Are Faced With A Bit of A Dilemma That 



Needs Address, Then We Will Try To Personally Apply This 




Request To our hearts.



1. The Dilemma
· Do we really need to say, God, Your will be done? 

· Isn't God sovereign anyway? Isn't that a rather useless thing to say? Isn't it apparent that God's will will be done? 




Note Isaiah 14:24 24 ¶  The LORD of hosts hath sworn, saying, Surely 





as I have thought, so shall it come to pass; and as I have purposed, 





so shall it stand:



a. Here we have a statement concerning the person of God. What He thinks 





will come to past, what he purposes shall stand. 

b.  Now some have taken this to asking:

· if God is sovereign why pray? 

· if prayer is commanded, then how can God be sovereign?  



c. This kind of questioning leads to the heretical idea that God is responsible 





for everything from the miss struck keyboard that spells the word wrong, 





to sin itself.  It will make God the author of sin. 



d.  We must always keep in mind Just because God allows it to happen 





does not mean it was His will. 


2. The Need To Think Clearly



a. If we just note the request “Thy Will Be Done”  it implies that God’s will is 



not always done in this world. God allows some things to happen which are 



not HIS direct will.  



b. The kind of thinking that whatever will be will be will destroy your prayer life. 


c. Not everything that happens in this life is the will of God. 




Example : 




· As the result of the Fall sorrow will come into a house, because someone has died perhaps a child. From a fatal car crash, or a fatal disease and someone says “well it’s the Lord’s will. 
·  Or you go to a home with where a mother with children that need her and a Husband that needs a help meet is dying with Cancer and someone says “well it’s the Lord’s will.
·  If you keep looking at the world like that it will take all the energy out of your prayers. 
During our Revival meeting when no one was saved, and to me it seemed a bit like a spirit of oppression was over the week. It does not mean it was not God’s will to save, nor does it mean that it was not God’s will for men to get right. 
1. He wouldn't say that He came into the world to destroy him that had the power of death if He wanted to tolerate death. 
2. He wouldn't make a 1,000 year reign in which there was the absence of disease if He wanted to tolerate disease. 
3. He wouldn't wipe out every tear in eternity if He wanted to tolerate sorrow. 

4. It is not God’s will that any man go to hell, but He will allow it to happen.  2Pe 3:9  The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us–ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

5. Jesus desired Jerusalem to be saved, and wept over it realizing at the same time that they would not be saved.  Mt 23:37  O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!

· I believe man has a choice, I also believe God is sovereign. 

· God has allowed the cup of iniquity to be full. It is not the expression of His will, He tolerates it. 

· God is not responsible for sin and He's not responsible for its consequences, it's not His will.

·  I believe He desires all to be saved but I don't believe all will be. And that's the mystery folks of how you have an absolutely sovereign God and yet you have volition.
II. But Let Me Go On And Say “Thy Will Be Done” Is Not 



To Create A Discussion About the Sovereignty of 



God. But it is About You and I Getting Our Priorities 


Right. 

· Ex.      Amy Carmichael said, "And, shall I pray to change Thy will my Father, until it be according to mine? But no Lord, no. That shall never be, rather I pray Thee blend my human will with Thine." 

· In Alexander Solzhenitsyn's `A Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich,' Ivan endures all the horrors of a Soviet prison camp. One day he is praying with his eyes closed when a fellow prisoner notices him and says with ridicule, "Prayers won't help you get out of here any faster." Opening his eyes, Ivan answers, "I do not pray to get out of prison but to do the will of God." Prayer is not manipulating God to get what we want but discovering what He wants us to do, and then asking the Holy Spirit to enable us to do His will. Prayer is not a way to get what we want but the way to become what God wants. 
· Robert Law once wrote that..."Prayer is a mighty instrument, not for getting man’s will done in heaven, but for getting God’s will done on earth,” 
· The "prayer warrior" George Mueller who fed thousands of orphans with food which God provided in answer to prayer wrote that...Prayer is not overcoming God’s reluctance. It is laying hold of God’s willingness
To pray “Thy will be done” is to “Lord whatever you wish to happen let it happen. Let it happen now. As it happens in heaven first so let it me on earth. 

David prayed that way in Psalm 40:8a 8  I delight to do thy will, O my God:
III. Now Let me say that the prayer “Thy Will Be Done” is 


the most difficult prayer you will ever pray. 


A. The basic difficulty may be easily seen if we lay it out in a series 



of logical statements: 

1. God has a will concerning my life.

2. God's will encompasses His desires for my life.

3. But I also have a will that encompasses my desires for my life.

4. Those two wills are often in conflict with each other.

5. When there is a conflict, either God's will or my will will prevail.

6. When I pray, "Your will be done," I am asking for God's will to prevail over my will.



1. It is a difficult because when prayed in sincerity we are asking God if it is 




necessary to overrule our own wills. 


2. It is difficult because the prayer asked that God’s will be done in earth as it 




is in heaven. 




a. Ps.103:20  Bless the LORD, ye his angels, that excel in strength, that 




do his commandments, hearkening unto the voice of his word.




b. The angels in heaven do His will. 

· In heaven, God's will is always done; 
· in heaven, God's will is instantaneously done; 
· in heaven, God's will is completely done; in heaven, God's will is joyfully done.

Jane Bingham wrote a book called Courage To Change which is a study of Rineholt Neiber one day Neiber said, his little girl  Let's take a walk honey, and she said, I don't want to take a walk, and he said oh, he said the birds will sing and the flowers will sway in the breeze and the trees will be there and the sunlight oh, it'll be so lovely, let's take a walk, and finally she took a walk with him and when they had their walk and they came back and he said to this little girl,  now didn't you enjoy that, didn't you really love that? Aren’t you glad you decided to go?  And she said, no, I, I really didn't decide, it was just that you were bigger. 
 That’s the way a lot of us surrender to the will of God. That attitude is not the spirit of the prayer “Thy will be done” 


B. If You Mean Business With God The Hardest Prayer You Will 



Ever Pray is “Thy Will Be Done”  because it means giving 



up control of your own life. 

1. God has a will (or desire) for your life.

2. But you also have a will (or desire) for your life.

3. When you pray, "Your will be done," you are asking that His will take precedence over yours.


1. Now Listen! Only one will can be done at a time, either God calls the shots 




or you call the shots. 
· Either He is in control or you are in control. 
· It's not easy to pray like that because it means giving up control of your own life.
2. Now a lot of where we are at whether God is in control is how we react 



when we do not get our way. 



a. Do we fuss and fume, rant and rave



b. Do we throw in the towel 



c. Do we concentrate on what we were not allowed instead of getting after 




what God has put before us to do? 

3.I read this week about  Bob Pierce who founded World Vision, the Christian 


relief organization that has helped millions of people around the world. He was 

an unlikely man to found and lead such a large organization. He didn't have 


much education, he butchered the King's English, and he lacked many social 


graces. In fact, he called himself a second-rater. When asked the secret of his 


life, he said that in his early years as a Christian he had prayed like this, "O 


God, I give you the right to change my agenda any time you like—and 


you don't have to inform me in advance. Amen." 


a. That’s the kind of prayer that this passage is speaking about. 



b. Oh how much my counseling sessions in the office would be of a sweeter 



nature in men and women would come to pray that prayer. 




This is one of the most difficult prayers you will ever pray because it means giving up control of your life. 






And let us not forget that God often works his will through those in authority over us, Mothers, Fathers, Bosses, Teachers, Pastors.  It is a prayer that means giving up control of your life. 
Many of us are unhappy because we're fighting God at the point of His sovereignty. We've never surrendered our agenda to His control. 

C. If You Mean Business With God The Hardest Prayer You Will 



Ever Pray is “Thy Will Be Done”  because it means 




1st. giving up control of your own life. 




2nd Because we often doubt that God wants the best 




for me. 



a. While giving up control deals with our will this point deals with our mind


b. Often I am afraid to pray “Thy will be done” because I think if I give up 



control of my life I will be miserable the rest of my life. 

· This is the way I thought when God called me to preach.  I did not want my life to be messed up. 
· Some people have the philosophy that we ought to pray the opposite of what we want, because God always gives the opposite of what we pray for. 

· We might laugh at that, but deep in our hearts do we secretly wonder if it is not true. 



c. When God told Jonah to go to Nineveh he was absolutely sure that God 




meant to make him miserable. 

·  An even after God changed his direction after 3 days and nights in the whale’s belly. He still was bitter about it all, and especially about Nineveh repenting.  Note Jonah 3:1-2;  4:1-3. 
Submitting to God’s will because he was stronger than him. 

Submitting but in bitterness of spirit. 

Submitting and at the same time complaining because God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness and repentest thee of evil. 4:2

Now Here Is the Question In Your Will Have You Allowed God to “change your agenda any time he wants and he does not have to notify you in advance. 

Secondly in praying Thy will be done  can you believe God wants the best for you? 

Ro 8:32  He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?

Lu 11:11  If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? 12  Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?

13  If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?

The question is can you trust God to do you good? 

It is hard to pray Thy will be done” because: 

1. It involves giving up control of your life, it gives God permission to turn over your apple cart. 

2. and Secondly because it involves trusting God that His will is good, acceptable and perfect.  When we want to think if I do God’s will I will be miserable the rest of my life. 


D. Thirdly It is A Hard Prayer to Make Because God’s will 




Sometimes Involves Suffering and Pain. 


1. Let your mind go back to the Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus bowed 




and prayed 

O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt. ….. 42  He went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, except I drink it, thy will be done…….. 44  And he left them, and went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words.

The answer to that prayer cost him tremendous suffering, for God’s will he was willing to suffer 

·  The kiss of Judas
·  The mockery of the crowd
·  The spit upon his face and the lash upon his back
·  Being forsaken of God. 
·  The prayer Thy Will Be Done cost him his life. 
Oh want a price the cost of that prayer 
A cost that none of us are capable of yet Hebrews point us to this example to pattern. 

Heb 12:2  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.
There is a joy in being in the will of God

Ro 8:18  For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.

It is hard to pray “Thy will be done” 

1. Because if calls upon us to give up control of our lives. 


a. It calls upon us never again to say “You are not going to tell me what 




to do.”



b. It calls upon us to give permission to God to change my agenda any 




time he wants and he does not have to give me an advanced notice. 

2. It is hard to pray “Thy will be done” because we basically do not trust God to do the best for us. 
3. It is hard to pray “Thy will be done” because it may involve suffering and pain. 


D. Fourthly It is hard to pray “Thy Will Be Done” because you 



are praying against the status quo. 


1. There is not a whole lot of God’s will being done today. 




a. Abortion 




b. sexual immorality on every hand 




c. Murder




d. Spiritual compromise around every corner



2. People doing there own thing




a. There motivation in life is pursuing what they enjoy.




b. The theme song of life is I did it my way. 

Ive lived a life thats full.
Ive traveled each and evry highway;
And more, much more than this,
I did it my way.

I planned each charted course;
Each careful step along the byway,
But more, much more than this,
I did it my way.

For what is a man, what has he got? 
If not himself, then he has naught.
To say the things he truly feels;
And not the words of one who kneels.
The record shows I took the blows -
And did it my way!



3. That is the reasoning of this world that is the status quo. 




a. It is not the status quo for a child to do its Mom and Dads way 




b. It is not the status quo for an employee to do it the bosses way.




c. It is not the status quo for the student to do it the teachers way




d. It is not the status quo for the church member to listen to the pastors way.



4. Let me say to pray “Thy will be done” is a God ordained rebellion against 




this world and the thinking of this world.   




a. You will not be popular if you pray this prayer and mean it. 




b. It is a prayer that will lead to necessary action. 

· It is a prayer that will move to action a mother to quit the work place in embrace the home place, when the status quo people take there people to day care or dumb they on grandma
· It is a prayer that will move a employee to quit working on Sunday which is insanity to the status quo people. 
· It is a prayer that will move a child of God to throw away his cigarettes, when the status quo people say make me relax. 
· It is a prayer that goes against the status quo, it is a prayer that if prayed in sincerity will bring you to a place where you will stand against the world. And that is not an easy thing for you to do. 
· You cannot pray “Thy will be done” then just walk away without taking any action. 
It is a prayer for believers who look at the devastation and violatioin of God’s word all around them and who say, "I'm angry, and I'm not going to take this lying down."

If you really mean, "Thy will be done," you've got to jump into the fray and help make it happen.

You'll Never Know Until You Let Go

Conclusion 

Let me summarize everything I've said in this message: "Thy  will be done" is hard to pray. There are at least four reasons: 

1. It is hard because it means you have to give up control of your own life.

2. It is hard because many of us doubt that God truly cares for us.

3. It is hard because God's will may involve pain and suffering.

4. It is hard because God's will is so often not done in this world.

Every point is true. And yet Jesus told us to pray this way.

· It's not wrong to struggle with this prayer. After all, Jesus struggled with it Himself. 
· But over the years I've discovered that the happiest people are those who have said, "I've decided to let go and let God run my life." 
· So many of us go through life with a clenched fist, trying to control the uncontrollable, trying to mastermind all the circumstances, trying to make our plans work. 
· So we hold tightly to the things we value--our career, our reputation, our happiness, our health, our children, our education, our wealth, our possessions, even our mates. We even hold tightly to life itself.
·  But those things we hold so tightly never really belonged to us in the first place. They always belonged to God. He loaned them to us, and when the time comes He will take them back again.

It is hard to pray this prayer
· It is hard to pray this prayer and there is one basic reason for that. 

· Pride, the major sin of the human heart PRIDE
· In Isaiah 14 we have recorded for us the fall of Lucifer, you find one phrase repeated over and over concerning his fall 1) I will 2) I will 3) I will 4) I will 5) I will. 

· For the first time in all of history to that point there was only God’s will, now there are two. Satan’s and God’s

· Now the question is on which side to you stand. 

· Self-will is Satanic the surrendered will is Godly

Franks Sinatra says:

For what is a man, what has he got? 
If not himself, then he has naught.
To say the things he truly feels;
And not the words of one who kneels.
The record shows I took the blows -
And did it my way!

But God says kneel and surrender to me. 

¶  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

A Simple Prayer

O Lord, Thy will be done--

nothing more,

nothing less,

nothing else.

Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer Part 5 “Give us this day our daily bread”  

Scripture: Matthew 6:9-13


For the last 4 weeks we have been working our way through this Model prayer that Jesus gave the disciples.  It was never meant to be memorized and prayed, but it is a framework upon which prayer should be built.  


It does not take long to see that the priority of prayer is not ourselves but God. It begins with 1) Hallowed be thy name, 2) Thy Kingdom Come, 3) Thy Will Be Done  and ends with For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen


Our passage today turns from request concerning God to personal request. But I think you will see that in so doing the focus is still upon the Lord.  We are going to note 5 things about this request

1) It is a prayer that reminds us of our dependency upon God. 

2) It is a prayer that reminds us that God takes care of even the little things. 
3) It is a prayer that helps us not to be selfish.

4) It is a prayer that reminds us to live by faith one day at a time.

5) It is a prayer that requires us to have a clear understanding of how bread 


comes to our table. 

I. It is a Prayer that Reminds us of our Dependency upon 

God. 


A. When We Pray “Give us this day our daily bread” It Really Is not 



To Inform God that we Need His Provisions for our Life. 



1. It is quite obvious is God is Omniscient then he knows our daily needs. 



2. The God who knows the number of hairs on your head is well acquainted of 




your needs. Note Mt. 7:31-32



3. If that is true then why are we told of Jesus Christ to praying “Give us this 




day our daily bread?”


B. Obviously This Prayer is Not To Influence God But to Influence 


Us. 


1. It is we who are in need of this kind of prayer, not God. 



2. God does not need to be told, but we need to tell him, that is the point.




a. In this prayer we acknowledge that every thing we have comes from him 





as a source. 





Ac 17:28  For in him we live, and move, and have our being





Jas 1:17  Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh 





down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither 





shadow of turning.



3. Every good thing that you can lay hold upon for yourself is a gift from God. 

· Faith is a gift of God but not faith only

· Daily grace is a gift from God but not grace only 

· Peace is a gift of God

· Health is a gift of God. 

· The very rain from heaven is a gift from God

· He makes the wheat to grow that puts bread upon the table. 


C. There is a Real Danger for the Child of God in This Affluent 



Society to Forget that all that we Are and all That we have Come 



From God. 



1. God warned the children of Israel in Deuteronomy 8 that this was a special 



danger Israel would face when  they settled into the land where the Lord had 



brought them




Deu. 8 :6-14



a. We cannot forget that before we were saved we also were in the land of 





Bondage. 




b. We were without hope and without God



2. Without God We are Absolutely Nothing  Deu.8:17-18


D. This is a Prayer that acknowledges That We Truly Are Totally 




Dependent upon God. 



1. There comes a slow subtle change in the heart of a man who does not 




pray this prayer.  A change that is deadly.



a. What happens is we get a job the money begins to flow, we are able not 




only to purchase our needs but also a large majority of our wants.




b. We  begin to say “My power and the might of mine hand hath gotten me 




this wealth. 



c. We become possessed with the incredible vanity that our wisdom and our 




abilities have really made these things possible, that we can supply these 




things quite apart from God



d. And when we begin to think that way, we find pride swells within us and a 




kind of blindness settles upon us, a blindness which darkens our spiritual 




insight, and we become moody, restless and depressed.


2. Note the example of Nebuchadnezzar Daniel 4:29-37



a. He in crediting himself was brought low 29-33




b. When he came to his senses he honored God 34-37


Harry Ironside Preacher and Bible Commentator relates the following story: 
As a young man, he went into a cafeteria to eat. When he took his tray and looked around for some place to sit down he found that all the seats in the room were taken except for one chair opposite a man already seated at a table. Ironside went over and asked if he might sit down and the man looked up and grunted something. So Ironside sat down, and, as his custom was, bowed his head and began silently to give thanks for his food before he began to eat. When he looked up he saw the man was eyeing him, almost glowering, and the fellow said to him, "What's the matter, anything wrong with your food?" Ironside said, "No, I don't think so. It seems all right to me." "Well," he said, "have you got a headache or something?" And Ironside said, "No, I haven't. Why do you ask?" "Well," he said, "I noticed you bowing down, and putting your hand up to your head, and closing your eyes. I thought there was something wrong with your head." The tone of voice he was using indicated he wanted to make an issue out of this, but Ironside said to him, "Well, I was simply returning thanks to God for my food." The man snorted, and said, "Oh, you believe in that bosh, do you?" And Ironside said, "Don't you ever give thanks?" He said, "No, I don't. I don't believe in giving thanks for anything. I just start right in." And Ironside said, "Oh, you're just like my dog. He never gives thanks, either, he just starts right in."
II. It is a Prayer that Reminds us that God takes care of 


even the Little Things.


A. Though I Believe This Prayer In the Broadest Sense Is A Prayer 



For All Matter of Provision of Life, It Does Mention Bread.



1. God wants us to know that He cares about every area of our life, even down 



to a slice of bread for the meal we eat. 



2. Scriptures make it obvious that God takes great care for his children. 




a. Ps. 34:10 


b. Ps. 37: 4, 25



3. God would not have us to be anxious over the material things of this world, 




but concentrate on the spiritual Mt. 6:31-34



B. I Want You To Think Of God’s Great Love and Care For Us. 



1. He tells us to pray “give us this day our daily bread” 



a. Can you not see the great Mercy and Love in That. 




b. All of reason tells us that it is nothing short of arrogance for you or I to 





receive a request from one who hates us, one you is a rebel against all 





that we stand for, one who would do us harm if only he could. 






Yet That was our very state with God, 

· we  never sought to have a relationship with God. 

· We used his name as a curse word

· He was not in all of our thoughts

· We deserved nothing from Him but his wrath and punishment

· Yet now in Christ he bids us pray “Give us this day our daily bread”
· WHAT A SAVIOUR 
III. This Prayer Reminds Us Not To Think In Selfish Ways


A. The Wording is “Give US this day our daily bread” 



1. It is not “Give me” but “Give us.” We cannot come to God for ourself alone. 




We must ask bread of others,


2. When a person is truly saved it ought to change the way He thinks about 




others. 





Ac 4:32  And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of 




one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the things which he 





possessed was his own; but they had all things common.



3. The stingy selfish man that just looks to the things of his own, has not yet 




realized that all he has he has been given by God.  




a. He has not realized that he is not the owner but merely the steward over 





what God has given him. 




b. The ability to pray Give US this day our daily bread  speaks volumes about 




the soul of a man. 





1Jo 3:17  But whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother have 




need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the 




love of God in him?

IV. The Word’s of this Prayer Reminds Us That We Are 
To Live by Faith One Day At A Time. 


A. The word Translated “Daily”  is only found one other place in 




Greek Writing. 



1. It is only found in this passage in the Bible, it seems to be a word coined by 




the Apostles. 




a. The word indicates bread for the coming day. As we pray in the evening 




for in the morning before beginning the day, we ask God to provide for our 




physical needs for the coming day. That indicates that we must look to God 




to provide, in a regular way, our needs for the day. 



2. Just as we can not eat 6 months of bread in one day, but must look to God 



to provide the 180 days of the 6 months, so it is how God would have us live 



our lives. 




a. Though the Bible teaches we should lay up in store like the ant. 




b. It also teaches that we ought not concern ourselves with certain bridges 





down the road until we come to them.




c. The grace of God that is sufficient comes one day at a time. 






Mt 6:34  Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take 





thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.



d. D.L. Moody said: 

God never gives His strength in advance, so let’s stop crossing bridges before we come to them. The Heavenly Father will graciously supply our every need—one day at a time! Don’t try to bear tomorrow’s burdens with today’s grace. 


B. Not Only Does the Word “Daily” Speak About The Provisions Of 



God Being Given as the Need arises. But we Should Also LIVE 



ONE DAY AT A TIME WITH THE IDEA THAT IT MAY BE OUR 



LAST. 



1. Make this day THE day to settle old grudges it may be your last.




 Make it this day the day you get things right, it may be your last. 




 Make it this day the day you repent and believe it may be your last. 

V. It is a Prayer that Requires us to have a Clear 



Understanding of how Bread Comes to our Table. 


A. The Word “our bread” Becomes ours through God’s gift to 



us. But there is something else implied, the bread must be 



earned by us before it is properly ours. 


1. Mt. 6:26 God feeds the birds but from observation we know that they are 




not setting on a telephone pole with their peak open crying “feed me, feed 




me”.  But they are out looking for the food. 



2. God has ordained that man would work and sweat to have his bread.




Ge 3:19  In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the 




ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt 




thou return.



3. God restricted members of the church from receiving aid from the church if 




they would not work. 

2Th 3:10  For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat. 11  For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies. 12  Now them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat their own bread.

VI. In Closing I Want to Turn To John 6:35

A. Here Jesus Takes An Ordinary Every Day Thing From Life To 


Apply a Spiritual Truth. 



1. Food (Bread) Is Absolutely Necessary For Life. 




a. If you do not eat you will die



2. Spiritually Jesus Christ Taken into our Lives Will Save Us From Dying in 




Our Sins.  


B. The Use of Bread With Eating Implies Some Things. 



1. Eating is prompted by hunger




You will never be saved until you understand you are Spiritually starving 




without hope and without God. 



2. Eating of food is a matter of trust. 




a. You trust it is not spoiled or tainted




b. Many of you have tasted something than spit it out because it was rancid 




or rotten.  But you first put it into your mouth because you had faith it was 




good.

· This thing about being saved is a simple matter of realizing you are a spiritually starving man on the way to perishing in hell, and that you by faith partake of the bread of life.
·  Oh listen you will surely die without this nourishing bread
·  You must give up the trash food of the world and trust in the Bread of Life. 



3. 
Eating of this bread must be personal 




a. Jordan can cut a fresh slice of bread right out of the oven and tell me how 




good it is. 




b. Caleb can beat me to the heel of that nice warm loaf and smile with 





satisfaction as he slowing chews it in front of me. 




c. But what they tell me and the expressions on their face will do me no 




good. 




d. I must cut me a slice and eat it for myself. 

Ps 34:8  O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him.

The Lord’s Prayer Part 6 “And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors”  

Scripture: Matthew 6:9-13


Today we pick up our study of the model prayer with the phrase in verse 12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. I would also call your attention to verses 14-15 which give us more commentary on this phrase from verse 12. 14  For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:15  But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

I. The First Thing That I Would Have You Note About This 


Prayer Is the Importance Placed On the Soul. 


A. The Last Three Request Are Personal Request and Two Out of 



the Three Deal with The Soul. 



1. Give us this day our daily bread  is a request for the physical needs of the 




body. 



2. But  12  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 13  And lead 




us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: Deal with the soul. 



3. We have it all backwards today, the majority of our request deal with the 




needs of the body, to the neglect of the soul. 



4. Let us keep in mind that the soul lives beyond the body. 




a. The priority of a man’s life ought not to be what he will wear, or what he is 




going to eat today. But ought to be Forgive us our debts, and lead us not 




into temptation. 

B. Immediately After the Request for Daily Needs Follows The 





Request for Forgiveness of Sin. 



1. How much sweeter the meal of the uncondemned man.



2. The incarcerated inmate may enjoy the food you bring to him on the day of 




visitation, but he would give it all up to be released from prison. 



3. Oh may you understand the value or your soul, MAY YOU GRASP THE 



TERRIBLE LOSS WHEN A MAN’S SOUL AND BODY IS CAST INTO 



HELL. 

· Mt 6:25  Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?





Life is much more than meat and raiment
· You can have it all in this life, the best of every thing,  
· buy and own all of North Pole
· In time gain control over all the state to where nothing is done without your ok
· You can progress to where you control the USA The western Hemisphere of North and South America and eventually the world. 
· To have it all, to gain the whole world and lose your soul IS TO HAVE LOST IT ALL. 
· Mt 16:26  For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?


C. Oh How The Sins of the Soul Needs to Be Dealt With 


1. Sin has a 2 Fold Affect




a. In the present it robs mankind of fullness of life. 





The Psalmist said concerning the state of the forgiven man. 

· Ps 16:11  Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.


·  Sin robs man of purpose and meaning in life, it brings the presence of guilt and the loss of peace and joy. 




b.  In the Future  Sin condemns a man to eternal damnation. 


2. The Rich man of Luke 16 was clothed in purple and fine linen(rich luxurious 




garments) and fared sumptuously every day (ie. He had all the food he 




wanted)





Yet when he died he was in torment in hells fire, begging for just one drop 




of water. Luke 16: 19, 23.

Oh That Every Boy and Girl, Man and Woman 

Would take to Heart This Prayer and With a Repentant 

Broken Heart Cry Out To God. 

FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS

1. The Soul is of far more value than the body. 

II. Now Secondly I Want You See The Statement That 



Needs Clarification. 15  But if ye forgive not men their 




trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.


A. 
Now This Calls For Further Examination. 


1. What if I die having not forgiven someone for a sin against me? 




“Neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”



2. "Does God condition my forgiveness before Him on how well I forgive 




others once I am saved?" 



3. "Will God send me to Hell if I die having not forgiven someone?"



4. Do I need to forgive others to be forgiven or am I forgiven irrespective of my 



relation to others?


B. A Brief Answer That Will Be Further Fleshed Out in the Sermons 



to Come. 



1. When Speaking of Forgiveness We Must Keep In Mind That There Are Two 




Kinds of Forgiveness. 1) Judicial Forgiveness and 2) Parental Forgiveness


2. Judicial forgiveness, 

· It views God as a judge. 

· God looks down and says, you're guilty, you've broken the law, you're under judgment, condemnation, there's got to be punishment. 

· But then that same judge says, on the basis of Christ's death, He bore your punishment, He took your guilt; He paid for: your sin, the debt is paid by Christ through repentance and faith. 

· I declare you to be forgiven. That is a judicial act. 

· It is Full, complete, positional, forgivness 

· It is once for all forgiveness that once and for all times makes you a child of God. 

· By the act of judicial forgiveness, all your sins, past, present, future, committed, are forgiven and you stand justified from all sins forever.  

Ro 3:24  Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:



3. Parental forgiveness,




a. While Judicial Forgiveness deals with your position before God forever, 





Parental forgiveness deals with the Joy of your fellowship with God day by 




day. 



b. Even though we have been judicially forgiven and forever that is settled 





eternally and never changes we still sin.

· And when we sin something happens in our relationship to God. 

· The relationship doesn't end but something is lost in the intimacy of it. Right? 

· If my children sin and disobey them, they still remain my children and I still love them but there is a loss of closeness between us until they come and say “Daddy, I’m Sorry. 

· Note that this prayer is set in the Parental forgiveness context. 




Vs. 9 It is addressed to “Our Father” 





Vs. 14 “Your heavenly Father will also forgive you”





Vs. 15 “ Neither will your Father forgiveyour trespasses. 

Today we are going to view the first phrase of vs. 12 JUDICIALLY. 

Forgive us our debts. 

III. “Forgive us our debts”


A. It is A Prayer That Admits Sin Is A Debt

B. Why Is Sin A Debt?



1. A debt is that which is owed, it becomes a debt upon non-payment of that 




which is due. 




a. God as our creator is owed exact obedience, and when that obedience is 




not met, it becomes a debt that must be paid. 



b. In case of non-payment the debtor can be sent to prison




c. In the same sense man has failed to meet his obligation in the keeping of 




God’s law, and he is headed to the holding jail of hell and eventually to the 




penitentiary of the Lake of Fire.  




d. The Good Person question clearly points out that we are people in serious 





debt. 



· Have you ever told a lie? If you have you are a liar and you have failed to pay your obligation to God YOU ARE IN DEBT

· Have you ever taken anything that did not belong to you? If you have you are a thief, you have failed to render to God what he requires you are in debt to God. 

· Have you ever looked at another person with lust or desire? 




Jesus said in Matthew 5 that to look at someone with lust is to have 



committed adultery with them. If you have looked in lust you again have 



failed to render to God that which he requires. You owe God the debt of 



obedience. 
·  Have you ever been angry with another person? Jesus said, that makes you a murderer. Jesus said in Matthew 5 that whoever is angry with his brother without cause is guilty of murder.
·  Have you ever used God's name as a curse word or to express disgust? The Bible calls this blasphemy  If you have according to God's standard, the Bible, that makes you a blasphemer. You will be in serious trouble when God deals with his accounts and calls upon you to pay your debts. 

These are just 5 out of the 10 obigatory debts of the 10 commandments. 


There will come a day when God’s says your account is due, what will you do in that day.? 


C. Now I Want You To Understand That Not Only Is Sin A Debt 



But It Is The Worse Debt You Can Possibly Have. 
· It is one thing to owe Home Depot, it is another thing to be in debt to God. 

· It is one thing to run up debt on your credit card and take a number of years to pay it off, it is quite another thing to fail to render to God what he has asked of you in the 10 Commandments. 



1. It is the worse possible debt because YOU HAVE NOTHING TO PAY




a. If we could pay the debt we need not asked God to forgive the debt. 




b. 
We are bankrupt in sin




c. The best we have to offer God is but filthy rags in his sight. 

· Isa 64:6  But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.

d. It is the worse possible debt because there is no way in which we can 


generate the income needed to pay the debt. 

· Ro 3:12  They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.



2. It is the worse possible debt because IT’S ENORMATY IS BEYOND 





PAYMENT. 




a. In Matthew 18 we have Jesus teaching on forgiveness and in that parable 





he compares offenses against man and man at the value of the average 





wage for 100 days of labor.  But offenses between God and man at 






10,000 talents. 
· Wednesdays gold was $865 a troy ounce, 1,000 talents converts to 9,455,488,000

b. It is a debt that goes beyond your ability to pay, 

c. And beyond that it is a debt you add to on a day by day basis with rebellion 


against God. 

d. The bible says even your refusal to trust God today is the sin of Unbelief 


that adds to your debt daily.  Notice it is “Forgive us our debts”

Even the thoughts of foolishness is sin to God. 



3. It is the worse possible debt because IT IS AGAINST AND 







INFINITE GOD. 




a. There is none more loving than God




b. He is a gracious God yet you sin against him.





for the LORD your God is gracious and merciful, and will not turn away his 




face from you, if ye return unto him. 2Chron 30:9b




c. He is longsuffering and plenteous in mercy yet we mankind continues to 




sin against, God. 




d. It is one thing to sin against me, it is another thing to sin against ones 





President or king.  But it is quite another to sin against God!






He is an infinite God, and sin against him is infinite. An eternity in 




hell will never pay the debt. 



4. It is the worse possible debt because IT IS ENEXCUSEABLE




a. It is a debt that cannot be denied, all the world is guilty of it. 




b. It is a debt that cannot be put off to another 




c. It is a debt that every man will have to give an account of for himself. 





It is appointed unto man once to die and after that the judgment. 




   Your dad may pay off your car debt, he may pay off your college debt, but 





no man will pay the debt of sin for another. You are accountable for 





yourself. 



5. It is the worse possible debt because IT CARRIES MEN TO A WORSE 




PRISON THAN ANY ON EARTH. 




a. Let them talk about Guantanamo, but it is the Hilton Hotel compared to this 




prison.







b. Let them speak of Ft. Leavenworth Maximum Security  Prison but it is a 




walk in the Park compared to the Prison of Hell. 




c. Hell will be the worse prison man has ever faced, 

· A fiery prison 

· A prison not for life but for eternity

· A prison of no escapees 

· A Prison whose chains are the blackness of darkness forever. 


D. Now Before I Go On Let Me Help You In Identifying the 




Debtors. 



There are debtors among us today, and it does not take long to identify them. 



1. A debtor does not like to be called to account.




a. Years ago when I worked for my Father in the Fuel Oil business, part of 




the job included the task of trying to collect unpaid debts. 






 It was a time when many of the farmers I delivered fuel to would feel hurt 





if you made a delivery around noon and you did not go in and have the 





noon meal with them. They were good men and honest men, men who 





paid their bills. 




b. But there were others in various aspects of life and for various reasons 





would put themselves in debt. They did like to see my pickup pull up to 





there house. 




c. They did not like to be called into account, I have notice some of you do 





not mind me speaking to you of the weather, or sports, or your hobbies 





whether it be 4 H snow machining or hockey. But when I talk to you about 





your debt of sin you do not want to speak of it. 



d. Let me say to you, you identify yourself as one with a sin debt. 




e. And whether you want to deal with it or not know that God says in Romans 



14:12   So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.




f. The saved man wants to talk of his debt payment, the lost man does not 





want to face his debt. 

· I remember a day in our home when we had a holiday and it was no one’s birthday, nor Thanksgiving or Christmas.  It was the day when my Father paid the last mortgage payment on our house it was a great day. 

· I will talk to you about my sin debt, and He who paid it all. 



2. A debtor is identified by not being honest about his debt. 



a. I cannot tell you the number of times people have told me that the check is 



in the mail, when it never was, I could write a book about the excuses given 



why a person could not pay.




b. But the bottom line they were just not honest about their debt.





Sinner you identify yourself

· When you excuse your sin

· When you make light of it as it is no big deal 
· Some have even tried to deny the creditor exist by saying I don’t really know if there is a God. When all around the evidence of his work plainly can be seen. 

Ro 1:20  For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:




Listen you are in debt and no excuse is going to work. 
· I remember King Saul when confronted by Samuel about not killing the Amalekites and their flocks, and how he excused his sin. 
· 20  And Saul said unto Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed the voice of the LORD, and have gone the way which the LORD sent me, and have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly destroyed the Amalekites

.21  But the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief of the things which should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice unto the LORD thy God in Gilgal.

22  And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.

23  For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king.


1) He claimed to do what he was commanded but he did not



2) He blamed it upon the people when he was the problem



3) He tries to say he did not kill the flocks because he did it for God as a 



sacrifice. 



 
It is the highest form of wickedness to make excuse of your sin debt



It is ranked with the sin of witchcraft. 



It resulted in God rejecting Saul as King, and you will reject you unless 


you repent. 



3. A debtor is apt to hate his creditor




a. Debtors wish their creditors dead; so wicked men naturally hate God,




b. I remember as a young man going out of church services and the visiting 




preacher said “Young man are your saved?”




- To be truthful I had to tell him no, but oh how I hated him for that 




question. 





Now why was that? It was not really a mean question, 





It was not a question from one who did not care for my soul. 





But it was a question from God through the man of God and I hated 




the man for it, and really hated God through the preacher. 

Let me ask you: 

1) Do you try to avoid conversation about your debt of sin?
2) Are you like the people in debt to my father’s fuel oil business and you 


have excuse after excuse.

IV. Now in Closing Let me Give you the Glorious News. 

Though you owe a debt the enormity of you can never pay. 

   And though you have sin against an infinite God


Though as a sinner you stand condemned to die with no hope in and of yourself ever getting out of debt. 




THERE IS A PAYMENT FOR YOUR SIN DEBT. 

A. Jesus Christ Died on the Cross To Make the Payment For the 



Forgiveness of the Sin Debt. 


1. We owe a debt that we could not pay and Jesus Christ as the Sinless son of 




Man paid the debt.


2. That payment must be received by praying this prayer in faith




“Forgive us our debts”

B. Jesus Christ Can Cancel out Your Debt


1. Note Colossians 2:14



a. The word handwriting 




Certificate of debt (5498) (cheirographon from cheir = hand + grapho = 



write) is literally handwriting or a handwritten document and then a written 



record of a debt.
Paul's idea seems to be that  the sins of mankind had piled up a list of "I.O.U.'s" so large that they could never be repaid. Paul uses cheirographon not as the law itself, but as the record of charges for breaking God's law and which therefore stood against us.  


Isa 40:2  Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her 
warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath 
received of the LORD’S hand double for all her sins.

Some commentators tell us that double for all their sins, refers to a public notice of debt being paid and the bill on which it was written in doubled over. 

  C. If You Will Confess Your Sin And Trust In The Payment of the 

Cross God will Cancel your Sin Debt. 

Mic 7:18  Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy.Mic 7:19  He will turn again, he will have compassion upon us; he will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.

Ps 103:12  As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.

Isa 43:25  I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins.

Jer 31:34  And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.

1Jo 1:7  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.

Invitation: 

Lost One:  You are in sin debt that you can never pay, do not deny your debt, do not excuse your debt, do not think you can somehow by good pay your debt, you could never pay the debt of 10,000 talents ($9,455,488,000) and you will never pay your sin debt. 

Repent of your sin and pray this prayer. “Forgive us, Forgive me our debts”

Saved One: What a tremendous gift we have in the Judicial forgiveness of God, Let us rejoice in being saved and having our sins removed as far as the east from the west.  Let us endeavor more faithfully to share this good news. 

The Lord’s Prayer Part 7“And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors”  

Scripture: Matthew 6:9-13  

Today we again take up our Bibles and go to the model prayer that the Lord gave to us here in Matthew 6.  Last week we notice the phrase in verse 12 that sais “forgive us our debt”.  We spoke to you about the overwhelming need for man to have his sin debt Judicially forgiven by God. To once and for all time repent of our sin and trust in Christ to save us from all past, present and future sin. This morning we are going to look at this prayer in the context of Parental forgiveness. Let me briefly review those to kinds of forgiveness, 1) Judicial and 2) Parental 

Note the statement of vs.  15  But if ye forgive not men their 




trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.


A. 
Now This Calls For Further Examination. 



1. What if I die having not forgiven someone for a sin against me? 




“Neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”



2. "Does God condition my forgiveness before Him on how well I forgive 




others once I am saved?" 



3. "Will God send me to Hell if I die having not forgiven someone?"



4. Do I need to forgive others to be forgiven or am I forgiven irrespective of my 



relation to others?


B. We Must Always Remember There Are Two Aspects of 



Forgiveness


1. When Speaking of Forgiveness We Must Keep In Mind That There Are Two 




Kinds of Forgiveness. 1) Judicial Forgiveness and 2) Parental Forgiveness



2. Judicial forgiveness, 

· It views God as a judge. 

· God looks down and says, you're guilty, you've broken the law, you're under judgment, condemnation, there's got to be punishment. 

· But then that same judge says, on the basis of Christ's death, He bore your punishment, He took your guilt; He paid for: your sin, the debt is paid by Christ through repentance and faith. 

· I declare you to be forgiven. That is a judicial act. 

· It is Full, complete, positional, forgivness 

· It is once for all forgiveness that once and for all times makes you a child of God. 

· By the act of judicial forgiveness, all your sins, past, present, future, committed, are forgiven and you stand justified from all sins forever.  

Ro 3:24  Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:



3. Parental forgiveness,




a. While Judicial Forgiveness deals with your position before God forever, 





Parental forgiveness deals with the Joy of your fellowship with God day 





by day.  Once a child of God by faith, we will always be a child of God. But 




even children can sin against their parents, and when that happens we do 





not loose our relationship but we can loose the joy of fellowship.  



b. Even though we have been judicially forgiven and forever that is settled 





eternally and never changes we still sin.

· And when we sin something happens in our relationship to God. 

· The relationship doesn't end but something is lost in the intimacy of it. 

· If my children sin and disobey them, they still remain my children and I still love them but there is a loss of closeness between us until they come and say “Daddy, I’m Sorry. 

· Note that this prayer is set in the Parental forgiveness context. 




Vs. 9 It is addressed to “Our Father” 





Vs. 14 “Your heavenly Father will also forgive you”





Vs. 15 “ Neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 

Now there are three things I want you to see this morning. 
1) The seriousness of sin in the child of God’s life. 

2) The Parental forgiveness of sin.

3) The Prerequisite for Forgiveness
I. As We Pray on A Daily Basis For Food We Ought To On A 

Daily Basis Confess Our Sins To God. 



A. David Knew the Seriousness of Sin In A Child of God’s Life When 


He Wrote 

· Ps 139:23  Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: 24  And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.


1. He wanted to know the unconfessed sin in his life because he knew the 



seriousness of sin in the life of a believer.


2. When we pray Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors it is an open 



and honest confession before God that indeed we are sinful fallen creatures 



and without His forgiveness, mercy and grace we are nothing.  


B. Consider The Consequences of When A Child of God Sins.


1. His Conscience is defiled. 



a. Sin in the child of God results in a guilty conscience. 

· We need go no further than the book of Genesis and study the life of Lot a saved man but a man living a sinful, wicked life in Sodom and Gomorrah,  The Bible tells us That God vexed his righteous soul daily.  His conscience was defiled. He had no peace in his life. 

· When David sin in numbering the people the Bible says: 2Sa 24:10 ¶ And David's heart smote him after that he had numbered the people. And David said unto the LORD, I have sinned greatly in that I have done: and now, I beseech thee, O LORD, take away the iniquity of thy servant; for I have done very foolishly.
· Previously when David had sinned with Bathsheba, he turned into a troubled unjust King in demanding death of the one who had taken another lamb. God’s word demanded that the lamb be restored 4 fold, David demanded death.  Why? His conscience is defiled he is a troubled unreasonable man.  UNCONFESSED SIN WILL DEFILE YOUR CONSCIENCE


2. When A Christian Sins He Loses Fellowship With God.



a. Once We Are Saved We Will Always Be Saved, Once A Child of God We 




Will Always Be A Child Of God.
 John 5:24  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.




b. 
 But Sin Will Break Our Fellowship With Our Father. 

.John speaks of this in 1John 1:6: "If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:"

3. When A Christian Sins He Grieves The Holy Spirit. 



a. Within The Child Of God Lives the Third Person of The Godhead, Himself.

· Where I go he goes, what I do he sees. 

· The Believer is  indwelt by the Holy Spirit Eph. 1:13; Rom. 8:9



b. When We Sin We Grieve Him Eph.4:30


4. When A Christian Sins He Will Reap The Consequences of It.  


a.  Ga 6:7  Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that 




shall he also reap.


b. 
Job 4:8  Even as I have seen, they that plow iniquity, and sow wickedness, reap the 



same.


c. Prov.  1:31  Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with 




their own devices.



d. David sinned with Bathsheba and he reaped the consequences of it. 
· One of his own sons rapes his sister.

· His best friend rebels against him and commits suicide

· His own son tries to overthrow him as King. 
· Listen to David’s cries for Absolam

31  And, behold, Cushi came; and Cushi said, Tidings, my lord the king: for the LORD hath avenged thee this day of all them that rose up against thee. 32  And the king said unto Cushi, Is the young man Absalom safe? And Cushi answered, The enemies of my lord the king, and all that rise against thee to do thee hurt, be as that young man is. 33  And the king was much moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept: and as he went, thus he said, O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! would

God I had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son!
C. Therefore Our Lord Encourages Us To Quickly Deal With Our 


Sins



1. We cannot avoid the laws of sowing and reaping, but we can have God’s 




forgiveness and not his chastisement.



2. We can have restored to us the fellowship that was lost. 



3. We do not have to live day by day having our inward man vexed, our 



conscience defile. 

II. Parental Forgiveness Can Be Obtained From God.


A. This Prayer Is an Encouragement to Seek Forgiveness. God 



Wants Us To Get Things Straight With Him. 




1. Note 6 times in these verses 12-14  the word “forgive” is found. 





a. God is a God of forgiveness, 





b. He is a heavenly father that is approachable


B. Note The Examples of Parental Forgiveness. 



1. The Example of David 2Samuel 12:7-13



a. David has been confronted with his sin with Bathsheba and quickly says: I 




have sinned against the Lord. Vs. 13
· The greatness in David was that he quickly confessed when confronted by the man of God and the word of God. 
· Daily we ought to pray Lord search me and try me, daily we ought to confess our sins.

· But note vs. 13 Nathan says The LORD hath put away thy sin. 
In His Judicial Forgiveness God once and for all time had forgiven David. John 5:24 was true for both O.T. saints and N.T saints John 5:24  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.
The only difference between David and us is that he looked forward and  believed in a saviour who was yet to come, and we look back in faith to a saviour who did come.  
b. But even though Nathan said The LORD hath put away your sin David 


wrote Ps. 51
· Immediately after Nathan has said The LORD hath put away thy sin. He writes Psalm 51. 
· Note he knows that he is saved, vs. 14 
· He has not lost his salvation
· He has lost his fellowship with God and confesses sin that his relationship with God can be restored. 
· Note

· Vs. 3 His sin was ever before him
· Vs. 7 He feels the shame, the soiled life brought on by sin
· Vs. 8, 12  He has lost the joy of his life
· Vs. 13 He desires to be put back in a place he could be used of the Lord. 



b. Now note 1John 

· This is a book written to Christians 2:1 My little children

· 1:4 He writes with the purpose that their Joy might be full 
· 1:6-7 That joy comes from walking in fellowship with Christ
· 1:9  That joy when lost is restored by confession of sin. 


2. Oh that we might know as his children the joy and fellowship of 




confessing our sins. 



a. This prayer Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors is the heart of 





God saying. Child of God let the spotlight of my word shine in the 





recesses of your heart on a daily basis, and where sin is found 





confess your sin daily to me. 




b. Child of God do not live another day without confessing your sins.
· Oh that you could no the joy that David experience in confession his sin and seeking the restoration of joy in his life. 

· Note Ps. 32 
· vs. 1-2 Know the blessedness of forgiveness

· vs. 3-4 Don’t live in the misery of sin any longer

· vs. 5 confess it for what it is

· vs. 5 Know what it is to say thou forgavest all my iniquity
· vs. 8 Don’t be mule headed.


c. Oh child of God I know some of you feel as though you have to go to God 




time after time,  how can if forgive you again when you seem to dig a hole 




for yourself time after time,
· But let us not forget  where sin abounded grace abounded more. 
· Let us not forget that God delights in showing mercy to the repented soul
Mic 7:18  Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy.


d. Now from time to time you hear someone  say “well if once saved I am 




always saved, doesn’t that give be the green light to sin?”

· First of all for someone to say that would make me immediately question their salvation because they do not understand the great love of God.
Commentator Donald  Barnhouse tells the following story 

He was talking to a college professor and he told a story about a couple, this is what he said: "The man had lived a life of great sin and immorality but had converted and eventually come to marry a fine Christian woman. He had confided to her the nature of his past life in just a few words as he had told her these things the wife had taken his head in her hands. And she drew him to her shoulder and kissed him gently and said, John, I want you to understand something very plainly. I know my Bible well and therefore I know the subtlety of sin and the devices of sin that work in the human heart. I know you are a thoroughly converted man, John, but I know that you still have a sin nature. And that you are not yet fully instructed in the ways of God that you will be. The devil will do all he can to wreck your Christian life. He will see to it that temptations of every kind are put in your way.  And the day might come, John, please God that it never does, but it might come when you succumb to temptation and fall into sin.     And, John, immediately the devil will tell you it's no use trying you might as well continue on your way and sin and above all he'll tell you not to tell me because it will hurt me. But, John, I want you to know that there is a home for you in my arms. When I married you I married your old nature as well as your new nature. And I want you to know there is full pardon and full forgiveness in advance for any evil that ever comes into your life." 

     Now that's something like God. Barnhouse finished the story: "The college professor lifted up his eyes reverently, and said, 'My God, if anything could ever keep a man straight, that kind of forgiving love in advance would sure do it.'" That is exactly and precisely the way God perceives His relationship to us.

III. Now Let Me Say That Parental Forgiveness Is 



Conditional. 


A. Though Once Saved Always Forgiven Judicially. Our Day by 



Day Life of Fellowship and Joy, Is Based Upon Seeking 




Forgiveness Daily.  That Forgiveness is not Automatic.


B. There Are Two Prerequisites for Forgiveness 



1) Confession  and 2) Forgiveness of others. 



1. Confession  Confession is much more than admitting our hands were 




caught in the cookie jar. 




a. To confess sin, the word confess means to say the same thing, it's 





homologeō, to say the same. It is to agree with God about your sin. It is to 



acknowledge your sin.



b. Confession involves seeing your sin as God sees it. 

· As rebellion against a Holy God

· As an abomination

· As that which is worthy of death and separation in hell for eternity

· It is to admit that “yes indeed what you have done is sin”.



c. Confession involves a heart that not only confesses the sin, but deeply 




desires to never ever be found doing it again. 

Pr 28:13  He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.
The First Prerequisite CONFESSION 


C. The Second Prerequisite Is The Forgiveness of Others. Vs. 



14-15


1. Now you can dance around this all you will, but if we do not forgive others 




the Lord will not Parentally forgive us. 


2.  The seriousness of not forgiving is seen in Mt. 18:22-34



a. 10,000 talents  ($9,455,488,000)



b. 100 pence  a denari  a days wage  100 days of wages




c. Note in the judicial forgiveness of the debt of sin unpayable the Lord was 





moved with compassion. Vs. 27




d. When he who was forgiving so much would not forgive the Lord is moved 





to anger. Vs. 34


D. Why? 



1. Why is God angry when we do not forgive? 




  Why will God not forgive when we will not forgive?


2. First let us acknowledge that we all have at one time been hurt. 




a. We can be hurt verbally by things said or things not said



b. We can be hurt physically, molested, physically abused, maybe assaulted




c. We can be hurt emotionally maybe denied love by your parents or 





spouse,
 maybe a leader a person in authority has greatly hurt you and 




disappointed you.  Maybe you have been overlooked in a raise or 





advancement.  You have been done wrong. 





Know absolutely 100% sure YOU WILL BE HURT. 



3. Now the Lord says, FORGIVE, and if you do not forgive I will not forgive 




you.  WHY? 



4. Why? Because Unforgiveness Always, Always, Always, Produces 





BITTERNESS. 



5. Note Hebrews 12:14-15  14  Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without 



which no man shall see the Lord:15  Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace 



of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be 



defiled;




a. Follow peace, the unforgiving heart is not at peace. 




b. Looking diligently 





This is a word used for the shepherd, but here the verse calls upon us to 




shepherd our own souls. 

Episkopeo describes one who is literally a "watchman" "upon" (prefix "epi-" = upon)  the sheep. This verb is in the present tense which pictures these men as constantly, diligently, actively and responsibly overseeing the care of the sheep in their flock. They are constantly examining them for "spiritual parasites" and are ever on the lookout for the ravenous wolves in sheep's clothing (see discussion on Matthew 7:15). Oversight is not the only duty of shepherding, but it is the one Peter mentions here in the situation of suffering. 
· Hebrews call upon us to constantly, diligently, actively and responsibly oversee our life.  On a day by day basis make sure we have forgiven others. 
· Note: It is forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 


3. Lest any man fail of the grace of God. 




a. God knows the hurt, God has allowed the hurt, God’s grace is sufficient in 




the hurt, but if you will not forgive and go own his grace will fail and 





bitterness will encompass your life. 




b. Unforgiveness produces BITTERNESS




c. Hurting people will hurt others bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby 





many be defiled;



d. Unforgiveness  is the failure to thank God for every situation and event in 





my life. 




e. Unforgiveness is the failure to acknowledge Romans 8:28 

28  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.

· You do not thank God for sin but you can forgive and thank God that He by his grace will work something good from it. 

· You can fail of the grace of God and be BITTER

f. Bitterness is a slap against God

g. Bitterness is self-cannibalism
h. The unforgiving bitter heart is a Spiritual disease that will affect and defile 


all those around you.  

E. Would You Stop For a Minute This Morning And Honestly 



Look Over The Last Months and Year of your Life? 




Do you find yourself somewhere in the following scenario 

You say Bro. Humphrey  I come to church  all the time. I read the Bible. I listen to C.D. tapes.  But I don' have the  joy that I ought to have. 

· I miss out on being used by God. 

· I feel my life isn't all it could be.

· I get tired of the routine of trying to get up to a certain spiritual standard. And somebody says –

·  You need to pray more, and so I try that.

·  Or you need to take a class on spiritual growth. or you need to read your Bible, you're not reading the word enough or here's a book you've got to read. You go through all this data, go through all of this material and all of these searches to find where the spiritual reality is missing. 

· And maybe the answer is very simple. You're not confessing your sins. You're not going to the Lord and saying ‑ I am a sinner, I acknowledge it. I admit it. I agree with what you say about sin, I am going to forsake it once for all . 

· And you say ‑ Yes, I'm doing that. 
·  You say Bro. Humphrey I've done that. I go to the Lord and I say ‑ Lord, I've got sin in my life and here it is And I still don't have the fulfillment. And I still don't see what I ought to see in my life.

·  You haven't backed up far enough. One more step. Maybe all that confession isn't cutting it because the Lord isn't giving you release from those sins because you've still got something cooking with somebody else that you haven't forgiven. 

1. Let me lay before you and I some probing questions. 




a. Is there anyone you resent? 

· Do you harbor animosity against a person who has mistreated you? 

· Do you still burn over a negative event which occurred in the past. 
· Do you inwardly seeth whenever a certain person or event is discussed. 




b.  Is there anyone you blame? 

· Do you hold another person responsible for where you life is now at?

· Do you outwardly or inwardly censure that person out of your life. You tolerate them, but barely. 
Oh Listen Child of God IF YOU WILL NOT FORGIVE GOD WILL NOT FORGIVE.

IV. Steps of Forgiveness

Number one:  Seek to create peace between you and the offending 

party. Matthew 5:23-24  

Number two:  Do not let bitterness have a foot hold into your life. Heb 12:15  Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled;
Number Three Realize with Joseph That though his brother met the events that came into his life for evil, God met it for good. Bitterness, and unforgiving Spirit is a slap at God. 

Number Four Get on your face before God and ask Him to forgive you for the anger you have caused Him in your sin of unforgiveness.
Number Five Will in your heart today, to forgive that one you resent and blame.  It is not to let them off the hook, but it is to forgive them. It is not a matter of the emotions, but it is a matter of the will. Will you forgive that person today? If you will the Holy Spirit can begin his work of restoration. 
One outstanding example of forgiveness occurred when Corrie Ten Boom met a former Nazi Officer who had abused her and her sister during imprisonment, assisting in the death of other prisoners. He told her he had become a Christian and proceeded to ask Corrie to forgive him. As he reached out his hand towards her,
Corrie resisted. Then, in obedience to God, as she extended her hand towards him she felt the surge of the Holy Spirit pour through her in a supernatural act of forgiveness.
Forgiveness cancels a debt someone owes us and restores relationship. It is the only solution in a world ridden with sin and evil to help us start over with people and with God.

The Lord’s Prayer Part 8“And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors”  12  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors……..14  For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:15  But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.
Scripture: Matthew 6:9-13  14,15 Luke 17:3-4


This morning I want to explore a little further the subject of forgiving others, and specifically When Forgiveness is Wrong 

Text : Luke 17:3-4 



December 1997 at Heath High School In West Paducah, KY. Michael Carneal age 14 killed three teen-age girls at the school.  Before the girls were even buried some of their classmates hung a sign declaring “We forgive you Mike.


In April 1995 Timothy McViegh with the help of his friends bombed the Federal Building in Oklahoma City, 168 people died and over 800 were injured among the dead were children from a day care.  In  August of that year a preacher at a Martha's Vineyard church service attended by President Clinton announced that the duty of all Christians was to forgive Timothy McVeigh, the Oklahoma City bomber who murdered 168 Americans. He asked "Can each of you look at a picture of Timothy McVeigh and forgive him?" the Pastor John Miller asked. "I have, and I invite you to do the same." 




The terrible acts of Columbine, West Paducah, and that by McVeigh on the Oklahoma City Federal building speak to the terrible state the USA is in. If the moral decline in our nation, in our city, in our church, and in our hearts is to be stayed, we must do away with the feel good doctrine of automatic forgiveness. 





Our Text states: Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him.


Not only is this the case between man and man but this is the case between God and man 

Acts 3:19 declares. Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, 





Take your Bibles and go with me as we learn of forgiveness, may we truly be instrumental in staying the moral decline in our nation, in our city, in our church, and in our hearts, by demanding from ourselves and others true REPENTANCE, that is an absolute must for the obtaining of true FORGIVENESS.



And may we never allow a root of bitterness to spring up in our lives by not forgiving another. 

I. FIRST I WANT YOU TO UNDERSTAND THE 

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN HORIZONTAL FORGIVENESS 
AND VERTICAL FORGIVENESS WHEN I HAVE BEEN 
SINNED AGAINST BY ANOTHER. 


A. Two Verses That Are Not Contradicting. Luke 17:3-4, Mark 11:25



1. In the Luke passage we are taught the order is to 1)Rebuke,  2) If they 



repent forgive



2. In the Mark passage we are taught if we have anything against anyone we 




are to forgive. 




a. No repentance is mentioned.  Is this verse teaching automatic blanket 




forgiveness of all others????




b. Is it teaching that Timothy McVeigh should be forgiven?



c. Is it teaching that a Father who abandoned his family, and never cared, 





should be forgiven????




We must understand the difference, 

B. The Difference Between the Two. 



1. The Individuals involved are different




a. Luke 17 the repentant offender and the offended




b. Mark 11 God and the offended believer.



2. The Communication is different




a. Luke 17 Horizontal communication person to person.  (a verbal response 




“I forgive you”)




b. Mark 11 Vertical communication  between the wronged believer and God 





(A response through prayer)




3. The Action Taken is different.




a. Luke 17 He is forgiven The offender is released




b. Mark 11 Here the heart of the offended stands ready and willing to forgive 




if repentance took place, he before God has already forgiven and has  




released to the person to God. 





ie. It is to say,  “God in my heart I turn over what has been done to me to 




you. in my heart I forgive him, I do not want any grudge feelings, and 





bitterness to keep me from my fellowship with you.




Cp. Matthew 6: 12, 14-15

C. It Is So Important That You Understand This Area Of Vertical 



Forgiveness Note 
Heb.12:14-15


1. In our Christian walk,  we are to try to walk in peace, and holiness




a. When we have been wronged by another, some of the first things stolen 





out of our lives is

· 1)Peace and 
· 2) holiness




b. We can loose our joy, we want to retaliate, we want to speak out in anger, 





we loose our 
holiness. 

· We must remember in such times the words of James Jas 1:20  For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.




2. VS.15 
We must be careful that no bitterness ruins our lives and defiles 



those about us. 




 a. By Gods grace we can forgive them in our hearts, by Gods grace we can 





go on with life.




 b. We must not let bitterness dominate and destroy our lives. 

· -- Bitterness like a root lies beneath the surface,  we may say we have gotten over it, we may say that we have forgiven the incident but their it lies under the surface.

When that certain persons name is mentioned the event springs into our minds, and our peace is taken away. Our thoughts are no longer on holy things, but anger dominates.





BEFORE GOD WE NEED TO ONCE AND FOR ALL FORGIVE THEM.
· --Springing Up  Bitterness like a root of a Willow tree will surface and rapidly spread. 

· -- trouble you Bitterness will trouble you. and “Troubled people cause trouble.” 

· --defile polluted, contaminated, You and those around you will be defiled. 






A Christian who will not forgive will defile himself,






He will defile his family, his friends his church. ETC. 

But saddest of all he loses his fellowship with God. 


Mark 11:25  And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.26  But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Fatherwhich is in heaven forgive your trespasses.




WE MUST FORGIVE THEM VERTICALLY BEFORE GOD, 

A friend of Clara Barton, founder of the American Red Cross, once reminded her of an especially cruel thing that had been done to her years before. But Miss Barton seemed not to recall it. 

"Don't you remember it?" her friend asked. 

"No," came the reply, "I distinctly remember forgetting it." 

II. BUT JUST AS IMPORTANT AS IT IS TO FORGIVE BEFORE GOD, IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WE SCRIPTURALLY DEAL WITH OFFENSE 
HORIZONTALLY BETWEEN US AN OTHERS. 


IF WE ARE GOING TO BE INSTRUMENTAL IN STAYING THE MORAL DECLINE IN OUR NATION , IN OUR CITIES, IN 
OUR CHURCHES AND IN OUR HEARTS WE MUST DEMAND FROM OURSELVES AND OTHERS TRUE REPENTANCE FOR IT IS AN ABSOLUTE MUST FOR THE OBTAINING OF FORGIVENESS. 

A. NOW LET’S SPECIFICALLY NOTE  Luke 17:3-4

· First note the Words Take Heed.



1. First We need to take heed of our own lives in acknowledging the wrongs.




a. Offenses will come in life. vs. 1 




b. But we better take care that offenses are not coming through us.



c. As Pastor for over 24 years, I have noticed that some people never or 





rarely say, “I was wrong, please forgive me.” 





Now I can looked at that in one of two ways. 

1. What a joy to Pastor to Pastor such sinless people. 

2. Our I can hang my head in realizing that for these people I pastor God gives no favors, and Pride goeth before destruction. 


2. So First we need to take heed to our own lives acknowledging our wrongs.



 
Second We need to take heed that when we are wronged, we let people 




know what they have done. 




a. There are some things that we ought to forbear, but sin ought to be 





rebuked.





We are not to just keep our mouth shut. Sin must be called sin. 


· Mt. 18:15 ¶ Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother.



b. The call of the pastor is to rebuke sin. 

· 2Ti 4:2  Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering and doctrine.
The weeds of the moral decline of America 
have grown from the seed beds of Pastors, 

Parents, and Church Members who over look sin.


3. We are to take heed that 
· We are not an offender 
· That we rebuke sin
· and THREE that we forgive those who repent. 

· Mt 6:14  For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: Mt 6:15  But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.







a. Even if 7 times in a day you are wronged and one seeks forgiveness we 




are to forgive. 
Luke 17:4

4  And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him.

B. Now I Want You To Note The Words  and if he repent, forgive 



him. 

Luke 17:3 3  Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him.


1. Forgiveness Horizontally between person and person is not to be granted 




without 
repentance.



a. That father who has abandoned you can be forgiven before God, and in 





your heart, but his wrongs must not be verbally granted forgiveness until 





he repents.


C. Now We Must Be Honest And Sincere In How We Deal With Sin. 



1.  I fear that there may be among us today those who want to say “I was 




wrong, I’m sorry. Now let’s get on with business .




a. But they really are not understanding the teaching of the Bible concerning 





repentance.  



b. In saying  “ I was wrong, I’m sorry now let’s get on with life” they are 




really turning the table on you making you look like the bad guy, when in 




reality you are the one that has been wronged. 



2. Let me illustrate. 




a. Someone has wronged you, sinned against you, and they come to you 




saying:

· “I was wrong, I’m sorry. Now let’s get on with business. It’s your job to forgive me. It’stime we put this behind us.



b. With a few well chosen words he has now made you to look like the bad 





guy. 




c. He may even remind you that if you do not forgive him, God will not forgive 




you. 




d.
Those who have confessed their wrongs are likely to ask, "Now that I've 




admitted my wrong, now that God has forgiven me, and now that the Bible 




requires you to forgive me, why can't we act like this never happened?”




C. There are two things wrong in this thinking


1. First of all the words “ I am was wrong, I’m sorry  should come from a 




heart that is really sorry, (Godly sorrow worketh repentance). 
· And followed with “ How can I make it right”and not with Now let’s get on with business. 


2. Secondly you must understand that with sin, it can never be Business as 




usual, and  can’t we act like this never happened is not humanly 




possible. 


3. There may be results that are irreversible




a. God forgave Moses for striking the rock but he could not go into the 






Promise land. 




b. God forgave David for his murder and adultery, but he would not have his 





baby, and the sword would never depart from his house. 




c. Fornication can be forgiven, but your innocence will never be restored.




d. An unfaithful wife or husband can be forgiven, but that wound will never go 




away.




Listen the offender can not always have it BUSINESS AS USUAL.



God can and has by his grace salvaged many things, but you stand in his 



way unless you 
really see your sins as he does, call it for what it is and 



repent. 


D.  I must hammer on this some more, because without true 




repentance there can never be true forgiveness. 

· Without true repentance God can not begin his work of restoration. 

III, IN TRYING TO PAINT FOR YOU TRUE REPENTANCE I WANT YOU TO GO TO Luke 15:1-24


A.   This parable of the Prodigal Son helps us to understand 





repentance The process of repentance includes: 



1. First you see the recognition of and acceptance of personal 





responsibility for sin. 
21  And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son.




2. Next you see a sincere feeling of remorse and sorrow for having sinned. 




You see in verse 17, he comes to himself, he has thought it through, he 




knows why he is where he is at, 



3. A conscious decision to stop the wrong-doing. 




18  I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have 




sinned against heaven, and before thee,



a. He willed in his heart to go to his father and confess his sin. 



4. An actual "turning away from" the sin. This is a change of direction in 




behavior. 20  And he 
arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a 




great way off, his father saw him, and had 
compassion, and ran, and fell on 




his neck, and kissed him.



a. He not only willed to go, but he actually went. It is one thing to think it 





in our hearts,  to know what is right to do, but it is another thing to do it.



5. A confession of sin and a humble request for forgiveness. The request 




for forgiveness is made to the one who has been hurt by the sin. 19  And am 



no more worthy to be called thy son:make me as one of thy hired servants.


6. An offer to make amends for the hurt that was caused by the sin. vs.19  



“make me as one of thy hired servants.


When Zacchaeus repented of his sin he said to Jesus Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold.


B.
Repentance is not just an intellectual exercise of "feeling sorry" for 


sins.


1.  Repentance involves a "turning" or "reorientation" of one's life. 

· The evidence of that change is seen in the "fruit," or how a person lives. 
· John the Baptist told those who came to confess their sins that they must "bear fruit that (evidences) repentance" (Matthew 3:8).

2. 
There is something wrong when a person says he has been sinned, that he 




is sorry, and may even never even commit another offense against you, but 



in all other ways  continues on in rebellion. 

· True repentance, true brokeness brings about a change in the heart, a change that is evidenced with the fruit of his life. 


C. Now Note vs. 22-24 Restoration Comes After True Confession 



Of Sin



1. From the pig pen to his fathers house.


2. From the husks fed to swine to the fatted calf.


3. From rags to the best robe. 

God is in the restoration business.




a. The wasted inheritance of vs. 13 was lost forever, but some things were 





restored.




b.But let me quickly say there will be no true restoration without true 





repentance. 

In Closing I want to refresh your mind concerning an event in the Old Testament.

1. The King of Israel David committed a terrible sin in Adultery with Bathsheba, 


a. During the time following his sin he lived a terrible life, he describes it in 


Psalms saying 

 my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long.4  For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me: my moisture is turned into the drought of  summer. Selah.

b. There was a faithful man of God in his kingdom who knew if there was ever 




going to be restoration for David, he would have to be confronted with his 




sin, 
· You will recall he went 
and told a parable about a man taking another’s sheep to feed his visitor, when he had an abundance of sheep,  
· David is angry with such injustice and demands a payment more than even God demands. 
· David inquired who was  the man.  Than Nathan faithfully said Thou art the man. 

-- How we need men and women with the heart of Nathan.

i) Men and women who realize if restoration of their fellow brothers and sisters in Christ will ever take place 
ii) If restoration of  their family and friends is to ever take place.
iii) Then cannot just go on and act as though  nothing has happened when they are sinned against, but They must rebuke them for their sin. 
iv)  If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if  he repent, forgive him.





2. But There was also a man in David’s Kingdom by the name of Ahithophel


a. He was David’s faithful counselor, 


b. David said of him that he was his familiar friend, a man who he trusted

· David said of Ahithophel   a man mine equal, my guide, and mine acquaintance.  We took sweet counsel together, and  walked unto the house of God in company.


c. No better friend could David of had but Ahithophel 


d. But you will find when you read in 2 Samuel 23:34 and 2Samuel 11:3 that 



Bathsheba was his granddaughter.


e. You will find in 2 Samuel 16 that he aligns himself with Absalom to defeat 



David

f. You will find in 2Samuel 17 that he tells Absalom of his plans and his desires 



to kill David. 




You will find later in 2 Samuel 17 that he ends up committing suicide




What was his problem, 





-- His grand daughter had been violated by his friend, and though God 



had forgiven David, he could not before God forgive David, and 




BITTERNESS DESTROYS HIS LIFE.

· A. Some of you need to be saved today, there will be no forgiveness of sin until you repent 
and trust in Jesus Christ. 






You need to pray “Forgive me my debt of sin”
· Some of you may identify with David today, you are saved, but your bones wax old, because of your sin, Gods hand is heavy upon you, and your life is spiritually dry. You have lost your joy and fellowship with God. You need to pray as David did in Psalms 51: 

 2.Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse 



me from my sin.

3  For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me.

4  Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest.

5  Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.

6  Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom.

7 ¶  Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.

8  Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice.

9  Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities.

10  Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.

11  Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me.

12  Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit.

· .Some of you may need to be a Nathan Today. 


God’s clear instructions are  If thy brother trespass against thee, 
rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him.
A. God wants to restore a right Spirit in the hearts of his people, 
B. God wants to return the joy of 
his salvation to those living with unconfessed sin, 
· But you may be a Key element in that coming about. Y

· You must not forgive horizontally until true repentance comes about. 

· It is your job to rebuke them, in the heart of love, 




-- If they repent and forgive them 




-- If they do not repent forgive them before God, and do not 



let it destroy your walk with God.
D. Some of you may be like Ahithophel today, 
· You have been wronged, terribly wronged, but you are wrong in your bitterness,
· Before God forgive that person, do not let it grow to defile you, and destroy your life as it did his.
· 15  Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled;
Looking diligently Watch over your own soul 
Lest any man fail of the grace of God. God has a great supply of grace to enable you. 

Lest any root of bitterness spring up. You think you got it buried deep within you, you think it is under control. But if you are honest it truly is not settled. And it will one day like the root of the willow spring up and manifest itself. 

Thereby many be defile It is not if but when it springs up it will defile others around. 
May you let God have his way with you as the song leader comes. 


The Lord’s Prayer Part 9 “And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”  

Scripture: Matthew 6:9-13  
Introduction:  Today we note the final request of this model prayer in relation to man.

· Three request were God centered 1) Hallowed be thy name 2) Thy kingdom come and 3) Thy will be done.  
· Three request are man centered  one physical needs are requested 1) Give us this day our daily bread and 2 spiritual centered request 2) Forgive us our debts and 3) lead us not into temptation.  God always cares more for the spiritual state of man than the physical. 
The final request  “And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”  

I. The Conflict of the Passage

A. We These Word’s We Are Immediately Confronted With Some 




Perplexing Questions.



1. Do we have to really ask God not to lead us into temptation? 




a. Can a holy, righteous, pure, undefiled, blameless, unblemished, virtuous 





God possibly lead anybody to temptation?



2. If we do not pray deliver us from evil, is He going to put us into evil?



3. On the one hand we have James saying 

· James 1:13 ¶  Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.


4. But on the other hand we read in Genesis 22

· 1 ¶  And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold, here I am. 2  And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.



5. Now others say this is not talking about the temptation to sin, but trials, it is 




a request that God would not bring us into trials. 




a. Yet James says: 

· 1:2 ¶  My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 4  But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.


6. Then in 1 Peter  we have the words:

· 6 ¶  Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations:7  That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:


B. The Seeming Dilemma



1. If  you take it as a temptation you've got a problem because does God 



tempt us? James 1:13 says, ¶  Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted 



of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: "




a. The real problem in yielding to sin is not found in God but the old sinful 





flesh for James goes on to say.

· But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.15  Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. 


2. On the other hand if we say ‑ Don't lead us into a trial, Lord, then we're 




denying James chapter 1:2  that says "

· ¶  My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations 


C. It Seems Clear To Me That This Prayer Is About Not Falling Into 



Sin.



1. It is a request to not be led into a situation that we might fall.



2. A scenario of events where we could no longer hold out. 



3. It is a prayer claiming the promises of God. See. 1Cor. 10:13




Illustrate: 

· Temptation is like pain and shock in the human body. There is only so much pain that a body can take before it goes into shock.  Some can take more pain, some less before the body shut down in shock. 

· So it is with temptation to sin, some can resist temptation more than others, but there is a thresh hold for every man where he cannot take any more and he will succumb to sin. 

· God promises in 1Cor. 10:13  that we will not be tempted above what we can endure who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able;



4. Jesus our source of Grace to help in the time of need never succumbed. 



Note: Hebrews 4:15-16
· For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 16  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.



a. The word “all points” means







each, every, any, all, the whole, everyone, all things, 







everything
· When I pray Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, I am boldly coming to the throne of grace, asking for mercy and grace to help in the time of need. 

· When I pray Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil I am acknowledging that I have not yet arrived and though saved I am still in need of God’s grace. 
· When I pray Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil I am acknowledging with Paul that I need God’s grace to combat the old sinful fallen nature.
· Romans 7:15  For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I. 16  If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is good. 17  Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 18  For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.

There is really no conflict in the passage. 

II. Now I Want You To Note The Heart of the Request. 


A. The Heart Who Truly Has Prayed Forgive us our debts, Will 



Naturally Pray For Grace to Not Sin in the Future. 


1. There is something wrong when someone comes along and says: 

· – “Well, I'm so glad my sins of the past are forgiven, it's so wonderful to know that He keeps forgiving everything, I'm just going to go on and do whatever I want and live it up. I'm going to sin so that grace may abound and it's all forgiven anyway.



a. The sinner whose evil past has been forgiven longs to be delivered from the 



tyranny of sin in the future. 



b.  The Christian knows what sin has done to his life in the past. 





 The truly born again does not want to travel that road again. 





 The truly born again man will try to avoid sin and will not presume on the 





grace of God. 




The true Christian doesn't seek license to sin , he doesn't find in grace a way to trample on God, a way to abuse His love, a way to force God to constantly forgive, but rather He seeks sanctification
III. Now I Want You To Think of The Seriousness of the 



Request.

A. It is a Request By The Child of God Concerning Deliverance 



From Sinful Activity. 
     1. Now I want you to listen to my next statement. The sins of God’s people 



do, in some sense, provoke him more than the sins of the wicked!



a. It is the nature of the wicked to do wickedly, but God’s children know 




better. 

· God was angry over the sin of his children in Deuteronomy  


19 ¶  And when the LORD saw it, he abhorred them, because of the provoking of his sons, and of his daughters. 20  And he said, I will hide my face from them, I will see what their end shall be: for they are a very froward generation, children in whom is no faith.
· He abhorred his sons and daughters, He despised them 
2.  It is one thing to see dog poop in the street it is another to see it in the 



house of God.

3. It was one thing to see Cain sin,  and old wicked Ahab kill Naboth for his 



vineyard. It was quite another for righteous lot to commit incest with his 



daughters. 

4. It was one thing for Pharaoh to go back on his word it was quite another for 


David to sin with Bathsheba.  




God said of David’s sin. 2Sa 12:14  Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast 



given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme

B. The Sins of The Child of God Are Weighty Indeed. 



1. When wicked men sin, they have no principle to restrain them; 



a. They are doing what is their nature to do. 




b. They are but walking  according to the course of this world, according to 




the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the 





children of disobedience:


2. But for a child of God to sin he goes against the Holy Spirit that leaves with 



in him, he fails to seek God’s way of escape, he ignores the supply of 




grace God freely has for him. 

C. Oh That You His Children Might Understand Today the
Importance of This Prayer Lead us not into temptation but 



deliver us from evil


1.  The sin of God’s people is a greater sin because they sin against a 





greater light. 




a. Yes the lost sin knowingly, but far greater understanding of the sinfulness 



of sin and the mercy of God is held by the saved man. His sin is the 




greater. 



2. The sin of God’s people is greater because they sin against their son-





ship.




a. The lost man sins against the commandments of God. 




b. But the saved man sins against his own father. 





It would be one thing to steal from a neighbor but it is quite another to 




steal from your father. 




 It is one thing for the lost man to sin against God, but it is quite another to 



rebel and sin against ones own Father it is the greater sin. 
· 1John 3:1 ¶  Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 2  Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 3  And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.




3. The sins of the godly are worse than others, because they bring a greater 




reproach upon religion.




a. David’s sin gave occasion to God’s enemies to blaspheme





b. The sin of the child of God blackens the gospel message. 





c. Many a person has turned from the house of God because of the 





Hypocrisy of God’s people. 




4. The sins of the godly are worse, because they encourage and harden 





wicked men in sin. 




a. When the wicked see the child of God in their sinful activity it embold 





them to take it even further. 





b. Sin blackens the lamb of he who is to be shine forth in this dark world






  Sin in the child of God’s life cause his salt to loose it savor and he is cast 





aside to be trodden under foot.  
How important this prayer “lead us not into

 temptation but deliver us from evil 
IV. Now Let Us Examine The Evil Which We Need 



Delivered From. 

A. What is Being Referred to in the Statement “Deliver Us From 



Evil”?


1. There are 3 evil enemies to the child of God. 1) His Flesh, 2) The World  




and 3) Satan himself. 


B. (1) One Of The Chief Enemies of the Child of God Is His Old 



Flesh. 



1. Much of sin and failure in the child of God’s life is laid off on Satan when it is 



really a matter of our not crucifying our old sinful flesh. 




a. The old sinful heart of man, is the source of sin. 

· Mr 7:21  For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 22  Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: 23  All these evil things come from within, and defile the man.

· James 1:14  But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed



b. Paul knew the seriousness of this evil enemy that lay within him and cried 





out. Ro 7:24  O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this 





death? 

· Then added  25  I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.



C. 2ndly We Need to Be Delivered From The Enemy of 




This World. 




1. Not the created world, but the world of wickedness






a. The evil world that Christ died to save us from 






Gal.1:4  Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present 





evil world, according to the will of God and our Father:



2. It is a world that wants to put its dirtiness upon us like garments spotted 





with filth and rottenness. Jude 1:23  And others save with fear, pulling them out 





of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.


· James 1:27  Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.
· It is as hard to live in the world and not be defiled, as to go much in the sun and not be tanned.




3. It is an enemy that wants to ensnare us/ 





a. It wants to entangle the soldiers of the Lord.

· 2Tim.2:44  No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.





b. Demas was overcome by this enemy 2Ti 4:10  For Demas hath forsaken me, 





having loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica;



4. It is an enemy that hates the child of God. 

· Joh 15:19  If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.





Our only hope is to pray Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 




Only our Lord has overcome this enemy 
· John 16:33  These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.

D. Thirdly We Need To Be Delivered From The Evil of Satan



1. He is serious about destroying your life. 

· 1Pe 5:8  Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:



2.  In an unguarded time he put it into the heart of a member of the church at 




Jerusalem to lie to God about the gift given to the church.  Which resulted in 




instant death.  Acts 5:3  But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart 




to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land?


3. He is an enemy that must not be underestimated. 




Paul in writing to the young pastor Timothy said: 

· 1Tim.2:25  In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 26  And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.
· Not a message just to the lost but also the saved. 
· He will mess with your thinking, he will give you excuses, he will grease the road to backslide from God. 
Oh how we need to pray Lead us not into

 temptation and deliver us from evil. 
V. The Help Anticipated in the Prayer (How Might We 


Expect to See God Answer Such A Prayer?)

A. We Can Expect God To Honor 1 Cor.12:13


1. We will never face what is unusual to man, but that common to man



2. In the temptation God will remain faithful



3. In the temptation God will not allow us to be tempted above what we are 




able. 




a. When Satan was tempted Job, he each time had to get permission from 




God before he proceeded further. 



4. We can anticipate God’s grace enabling us to make a way of escape. 

VI. Now In Closing Let Me Say Though We Can Pray to God To Deliver us From Evil and Not To Lead Us Into Temptations. There is A Responsibility That You and I Have in This Matter. 


A. We Must Avoid Being Alone. 
· Ec 4:9  Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labour 10  For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he falleth; for he hath not another to help him up.


1. This is one of the reason God commands to not forsake assembly as a 




church. 



2. It is in the times of loneliness and lack of fellowship that the enemy gets 





advantage of us. 


B. We Must Be Watchful of Our Lives,
· 1Pe 5:8  Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:


C. We Must Be Busy and Avoid Idleness

· Eze 16:49  Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, fulness of bread, and abundance of idleness was in her and in her daughters, neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy.
D. Get Into God’s Word.


1. It is our only offensive weapon against our enemy



a. Christ when tempted in the wilderness by Satan on each occasions 




answered with the words It is written then he would quote a verse. 



b. God’s word hidden in our hearts will keep us from sin. 

E. We Must Grab A Hold of our Shield of Faith and Claim the Promises of God. 

F. We Must Humble Ourselves Before God. 

· Pr 26:12 ¶  Seest thou a man wise in his own conceit? there is more hope of a fool than of him.

· Pr 11:2 ¶  When pride cometh, then cometh shame: but with the lowly is wisdom.

· Pr 29:23 ¶  A man’s pride shall bring him low: but honour shall uphold the humble in spirit.

· Pr 16:18 ¶  Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall

· Jas 4:6  But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.

G. If we would not be overcome by temptation, let us call in the help of others. If a house be on fire, would you not call in help?
·   Jas 5:16  Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.

The Lord’s Prayer Part 10  
Scripture: Matthew 6:9-13  A Motto For Life

"For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever. Amen." Matthew 6:13
GOOD MOTTO FOR HAPPY LIVING
Matthew 6:13
F B Meyer
"For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever. Amen." Matthew 6:13

Introduction: 


Today we come to the closing words of the Model prayer, it was interesting to me as I studied and research this portion of scripture this past week how little is said about it.  Some foolishly question if it was in the original manuscripts. Most ignored it all together.  I personally believe that it ought to be our life’s motto. 

1. For if the kingdom of your heart is God's
2.  and if the power of your life by which you realize your ideals is God's, 
3. and if the motive and purpose of your life be for the greater glory of God,
Then you will have everything you need to have a blessed life. 

Let’s take a look at this ending phrase of this remarkable model prayer. 

I. First Note the Word “IS” 


A. It does not say “was” or “shall be” but “IS”. 



1. This prayer is to acknowledge that right now today, he is the great Lord of 



Lord and King of Kings,  



2. It is to acknowledge that today the only source of power  is God Himself



3. It is to bow our head and declare that all the glory rightly belongs to Him. 

II. Thine is the Kingdom 


A. Though The Heathen World Rages God Is Still The Sovereign of 



the Universe and The Fact That Jesus Will Reign Is Set In Stone. 



Cp. Psalms 2. 



1. vs. 1-3 The world rebels against the authority of God



2. They think they can throw off the rule of God. 



3. 4-6 Such rebellion is laughable





In the mind of God Jesus is set at King of Kings



4.  vs. 12 Blessed are they who put their trust in such a king 


B. There Is Coming a Day When Jesus Will Be Revealed As King 



1Timothy 6:15 



1. In God’s timing He will reveal to the unbelieving world that Jesus indeed is 




King. 



C. What is the Heart Behind the Words “Thine is the Kingdom?”



1. For one to say “Thine is the Kingdom”  is to acknowledge that my heart 




was made for a King.




a. It is in the make up of mankind to yield and submit to something.




b. We have been authored by God, therefore we have been made for 






authority.  My heart was made to rejoice in the splendor of a King of my 





Heart. 




c. Adam and Eve destroyed that in listening to Satan thinking they could be 





like God, and the King of their own lives, yet it resulted in destruction and 





loss. 




d. In partaking of the forbidden fruit they thought they would become King 





and Queen. 



e. They thought that they would be the free, but in reality they were chained 





to sin, failure and loss, without God being the King of their hearts.



2. For one to say “Thine is the Kingdom” is to acknowledge His right over 




creation and particularly his right over me. 



a.Yet, we still use the word “My” to describe the things we claim to possess. “My money, my job, my life, my house, my family, my church, my this and my that, my, my, my.”  





b. Let us never forget it is by the grace of God that we are what we are.  

3. For one to say “Thine is the Kingdom” is to declare our confidence that 


He is King over all and that nothing can frustrate His will. 




a. Go back with me to 1Timothy 6:15 and note that word “blessed”. 

· The word means happy, content, fulfilled. 
· It has the idea to the absence of any unhappiness, the absence of any frustration, the absence of any anxiety over anyone or anything when used in reference to God.  
· It is saying God is content,  God is happy.  God is satisfied.  God is fulfilled.  
· With reference to God, there is no frustration, there is no anxiety over anyone or anything.  
· God is unfrustrated.  God is perfectly content.  
· God is perfectly happy because anything that isn't the way God wants it cannot exist within His sovereignty. 





b. I may be out of control, I may be wringing my hands but I can rest assured 





that my King is happy, things are still under his control, 



c. He is not a god of our making or a god that changes with the centuries to 




adapt to cultural trends. 

· He remains the Rock that is immoveable and rises above the storms, 

· the Mighty Fortress that is impregnable by his foes, 

· the King that sits upon his throne.

III. Now Note The Words “Thine is the Power”


A. Scriptures over and over Testify to the Power of God. 

·     Gen. 18:14, “Is any thing too hard for the LORD? At the time appointed I will return unto thee, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son.”
·      Job 42:2, “I know that thou canst do every thing, and that no thought can be withholden from thee.”
·      Psalms 62:11, “God hath spoken once; twice have I heard this; that power belongeth unto God.”
·      Jer. 32:17, “Ah Lord GOD! behold, thou hast made the heaven and the earth by thy great power and stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard for thee:”
·      Matt. 19:26, “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible.”
·      Mark 10:27, “And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God all things are possible.”
·      Eph. 3:20, “Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us,”


1. Friends, we do not serve some anemic, weak God.  We serve the Almighty 



God. 


B. It Ought to Be A Comfort to our Souls To Realize His is the 



Power. Isa. 40 


1. In this great 40th chapter of the book of Isaiah God instructs Isaiah to 





Comfort His People. 



a. Among the words of comfort is words describing the great power of God. 




b. Note 11-31

· Vs. 11He has the power of the great shepherd 
· 12 All the water of the earth is held in the palm of his hand
· 12 all the dirt of the earth is weight in his balance
· 14 He needed no counsel in his creative works. 
· 15-17 The nations of the world are as a drop in the bucket
· 18 The question of the hour see 25  ANSWER there is no comparison

· 22. The inhabitants of the earth are as grasshoppers to him. 
· 28 He is the creator that never faints or grows weary
· 29 His power may become our power. 

· Let us pray this prayer waiting upon the Lord

· Let us by his strength mount up with wings as eagles

· Let us by his strength run and not be weary.  Walk and not faint. 


C. Think of the Availability of His Power



1. To witness,  we often are fearful to witness, we often pass out one or two 




tracts a week and think we have sow a vast field with seed when really we 




have on thrown out a couple of seeds. 




a. We can often be very discouraged about how badly we are doing in really 





carrying out the great commission. 




b. But even in all of that we must not forget the availability of His power in 





witnessing. 

· Ac 1:8  But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth

· Ro 1:16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

· 1Co 1:18  For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.

· 1Th 1:5  For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake.

· 1Co 2:4  And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power:1Co 2:5  That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.



2. Think of his power to perfect strength in weakness

· 
2Co 12:8  For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. 9  And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10  Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.

A great evangelist, Dr. Chapman, often told a story about F.B. Meyer and himself. He had been in business, and became minister of a great church in Philadelphia. One Monday he was more than usually dispirited. The Sunday had been a poor one, and he felt, as ministers often feel, that he could never preach again. He had sat down at his desk and written his resignation, and was intending to post it to his church officers, when a girl brought in The New York Tribune, containing a sermon by F.B. Meyer. In the sermon Meyer said, that it is not what a man does for God that tells, but what God does through human life. Dr. Chapman was arrested by that. He knelt down and said: "O God, I have worked for Thee, and have failed. Now work through me." And he said to himself, "If God does things through me, and I yield myself to Him, there is no limit to the possibilities of my life." He rose up, tore up the letter, and resumed his pastorate, and since then he has gone on from strength to strength.




a. When we pray “thine is the power”  we are acknowledging without God we 




are nothing, without his power in our lives we are worse than failures. 




b. Let us learn to prevail in prayer with God as Jacob and have the power of 




God upon our lives. 



3. May we learn to pray bigger prayers. 

On one occasion Alexander the Great told Anaxarchus, the philosopher, to go to his treasurer and ask for whatever he wanted. Evidently he asked for an enormous sum because the treasurer refused to pay until he had consulted with Alexander. He thought that it was far too much for one man to receive from the King. But Alexander's reply told otherwise, "It is not too much for Alexander to give. He does honor to my riches and liberality by so large a request" [Spring, 224]. 



a. We in turn need to honor our God by asking God for that which goes 





beyond our power. 




b. The Macedonian believers in deep poverty gave offerings that were 







beyond their power. 

2Cor.8:1    Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia; 2  How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality. 3  For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves; 4  Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take  upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints. 5  And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God.




c. He is the God that gave a child to Sarah at 90 years old, Can we not pray 




bigger prayers. 



d. He is the Almighty God encourages us through Jeremiah saying






Jer 33:3  Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty 





things, which thou knowest not.




e. I am not talking about foolishness, but is not our God honored more by our 




asking him for that which is beyond us so He might receive honor and 





glory. 


IV. Thine is the Glory

A. All The Glory Should Go To God. 



1. He will not share his glory 

· Isa 42:8  I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images.

· Isa 48:11  For mine own sake, even for mine own sake, will I do it: for how should my name be polluted? and I will not give my glory unto another.



2, Everything we do ought to be for his glory 

· 1Co 10:31  Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.


B. There is None More Worthy of Glory Than He. 



1. 

Someone once asked me, "If God is so humble why does He look for so 



much praise and adoration?" OK, it's a fair question.



2. What bothers us about those who seek glory is they are really proud and all 



that they have and are is derived from another.  




a. Every thing we have comes from God. 



3. But let us realize that praise for God is never misplaced. 



4. If God seeks His praise and glory it is because there is nothing more 





wondrous and beautiful and righteous and humble and kind and just than 



a. But more than that he desires to share his glory and wonder with us. 




b. It is our privilege to know Him and not he to know us. 




c. It is our glory to be called the sons of God. 




d. If we are saved then we must realize with Paul 

· 1Co 6:19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 20  For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.

C. How Can I Glorify God




I would like to suggest some practical ways for the Christian to glorify God:




1. Confess Your Sins. Confession of sin glorifies God because if you 






excuse your sin, you in reality are blaming God for letting you get into a 





mess. 
· Adam illustrates this. When God confronted him, what was his excuse? “The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. (Genesis 3:12). He was practically saying, “You did it, God. If You hadn’t given me this woman, none of this would ever have happened.” 
· When two men are discussing the merits of how to do something and one says to the other you are absolutely right, I see what you mean, I agree with you. It honors that man, it brings glory to that man. 

· To confess our sin is to agree with God, it is to say the same thing that God’s says about it and that honors and glorifies God.  




2. 2ndly we glorify God by Bearing Fruit

·  In John 15:8 Jesus told the disciples, “8  Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.
· Why? Because then the world can see the results of a Spirit-filled life. That is what we are here for—to put God on display to the world.

· Colossians 1:10 says, 10  That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;Good works are fruit. When we live a life of good works, the world will see and glorify our Father in heaven.



3. 3rdly we glorify God by Praising Him 

· Psalm 50:23 says, 23  Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me: and to him that ordereth his conversation aright will I shew the salvation of God
· .Praise honors God. 


4. 4thly we glorify God by Being Content

· . When we are content, we acknowledge God’s sovereignty in our lives, and that gives Him glory. If we are discontented, it’s the same as questioning God’s wisdom. That doesn’t glorify Him.

· Paul testified, “for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.” (Philippians 4:11). 
· A Christian who is discontented for any reason—job, spouse, finances—is a terrible testimony about the goodness of our God. What kind of God do we have? Is He really sovereign? Can He really be trusted? Glorifying God means that we praise Him with absolute contentment, knowing that our lot is God’s plan for us now.


5. Fifthly we glorify God by Praying  According to God’s Will. 
· Jesus said, 13  And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.John 14:13). 


6. Sixth we glorify God by Proclaiming His Word. 

· Paul wrote, 1 ¶  Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you: (2 Thessalonians 3:1). 
· How was the Word glorified through those believers? Because they heard it and believed. They trusted Christ and were born again—and God got the glory.

· Presenting the Word clearly and accurately always gives Him glory. 
· Every time a Sunday school teacher teaches a class of kids, 
· every time a Bible study leader opens the Word in someone’s living room, 
· every time a father sits down with his family and starts talking about the Word of God, God is glorified. We honor Him by making His Word known and understood.



7 Seventh we glorigy God When We Lead Other to Christ. 

· Lu 15:10  Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.

V. Amen 


A. It is More Than the Ending to a Prayer



1. Amen is often said out of form or custom.

· Sometimes we use it to sign-off in prayer, like, "Ten-four," or "Roger, over and out," or something like that. But that's not what it means in the Bible




2. The word ”Amen” "So be it," "Let it be true," "I affirm this,"



3.  So when you see the word, "Amen," it means, "Yes," in Greek and 


    Aramaic. Or, "True," or, "Let it be so."


When the last word is, “Amen,” it means, "Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, Yes! Truly, Truly! True! Verily, Verily! Let it be so! Amen and Amen!” So, when Jesus instructed us to pray like this, we end with that confirmation of His promises.  We say, “So be it - it's going to be just like You say it will be Lord!”
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